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Another election season is upon us. It is a reminder that we live in a 
land of law and order, with governmental elected officials, designed 
to care for and bring order to the society of our land. Lutheran 
Christians understand that government (or the “state”) is the realm 
of force made necessary by the sinfulness of humanity, but which 
exists alongside of and protects the constructive realm 
of love made possible by the Gospel. The mission of the 
Holy Christian Church, therefore, is not to create Chris-
tian nations per se, but rather to proclaim the forgive-
ness of sins earned by Jesus Christ to every last man, 
woman and child on the face of this planet, regardless 
of the type of government present.  

In our present pandemic context, matters of politics 
and governmental oversight have been relentlessly 

Talking points with pastor

put before us the last number of months. 
Regardless of what you think about any 
one particular government official and 
their performance, the office they fill 
has been put in place for the good of our 
society and the care of humanity. In fact, 
as I write this, I just finished two days 
of multiple virtual meetings with our 
state government officials, including Jan 
Malcolm, commissioner of the Minneso-
ta Department of Health, and Gov. Tim 
Walz himself, regarding our ongoing 
pandemic context and the impact that 
stay-at-home orders have had upon 
communities of faith in light of our 
understanding of religious liberty. 

The role of government

Lutherans have long understood the 
authority of the state to be rooted in the 
fourth commandment: 

Honor your father and your mother. 
What does this mean? We should 
fear and love God so that we do not 
despise or anger our parents and 
other authorities, but honor them, 
serve and obey them, love and cherish 
them. (Luther’s Small Catechism) 

Therefore, the structure and root of 
government comes from God’s ulti-

mate authority and was first 
established through the divine-

ly created vocation of parents. 
Like parents who care for, 
nurture, protect, guide and 
discipline their children, the 
role of government exists for 

On politics and our  
BAPTISMAL CALLING
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a similar purpose, though with some very 
distinct features which are often specific to 
the particular type of government a country 
may have. Sometimes, those features can be 
very good and useful in helping the people of 
a society to flourish; other times, they can be 
oppressive, harsh or even tyrannical, causing 
the repression and subjugation of a people.  

We live in the blessing of a democratic repub-
lic, designed with three specific branches of 
government to foster the public good and 
to be objective checks and balances on one 
another. On the whole, it has been considered 
by many to be the premiere form of govern-
ment that fosters “life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness” (Declaration of Independence). 
Yet though not necessarily original to its 
inception, our democratic government has 
come to be primarily based upon a two-party 
political system of elected officials, who bring 
varying ideas and philosophies of what would 
be best for the good of the American people. 

“Us vs. them”

As a result, “politics” has become a regular 
part of our society. Unfortunately, because of 
our fallen and sinful human condition, pol-
itics can be very ugly as each candidate vies 
for office — slander, assaults on character, 
lies, rancorous supporters and acrimonious 
opponents. To seek the power of a given office 
meant for the betterment of a society means 
one has to do everything possible to disem-
power someone else who is also seeking that 
power. 

In our current digital world and with the 
advent of social media platforms, the nature 
of our governmental election system has seen 
this process become extremely vitriolic and 
unhealthy. It often pulls in well-meaning peo-
ple who suddenly begin seeing others (per-
haps even neighbors or family) as enemies. 
Unfortunately, politics can become cutthroat 
and cause others to think and act in terms 
of “us” vs. “them” and subsequently how the 
“them” can be destroyed. 

Of course, Jesus died and rose for both the 
“them” and “us” of society, regardless of any 
one person’s political affiliation. There is no 
limit to His love and no boundary to His 

Regardless of 
your country’s 
governmental 
structure or 
your political 
preference, by 
faith you are a 
citizen of God’s 
eternal kingdom, 
held fast to God’s 
sovereign and 
everlasting care 
through the shed 
blood of Jesus.

Politics mercy — which you most assuredly and 
abundantly receive through the water and the 
Word of Holy Baptism. In those waters, the 
Lord calls you to be His very own in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
You are His and He is yours. 

Regardless of your country’s governmental 
structure or your political preference, by faith 
you are a citizen of God’s eternal kingdom, 
held fast to God’s sovereign and everlasting 
care through the shed blood of Jesus. That 
means no pandemic, governmental official or 
public policy can ever change your baptismal 
heavenly citizenship and the blessed rights 
that come with it — the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting.

But as it relates to our vocation as responsible 
and active earthly citizens, Lutheran Chris-
tians hold that our baptismal calling gives us 
an identity that:
1)  asks us to be above the fray of hyper-parti-

sanship and rancor as we readily engage in 
our civic duties; and 

2)  drowns our sin in daily contrition and 
repentance, particularly if we give in to the 
vitriol and anger of the political process 
and sin against others. 

Pray for our leaders

What is more, our baptismal calling asks us 
to see our government authorities, even those 
with whom we disagree, as people needing 
our prayers and respect. In fact, the apostle 
Paul reminds us of this:

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for all people, for kings and all 
who are in high positions, that we may 
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and 
dignified in every way. This is good, and it is 
pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who 
desires all people to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth.  
— 1 Tim. 2:1-4 

As we continue in this pandemic context and 
enter into another political season, which will 
invariably be affected by these anxious times, 
we do so in the baptismal love and promises 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, heeding the call 
to pray for our governmental leaders, act in 
love toward our neighbor and continue with 
our Lord in the desire for the salvation of all 
people through the bold proclamation of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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Call Day 2020
e rejoice with the 194 seminary 
students who received first call 

placements and assignments 
as pastors, deaconesses, vicars and 
deaconess interns during the Call Day 
services on April 28 at Concordia Sem-
inary, St. Louis (CSL), and April 29 at 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne (CTSFW), Ind. There were 113 
assignments made out of CSL and 81 
assignments made out of CTSFW.

Call Day 2020 by the numbers:
▶ 194 total students
▶ 103 first call placements as pastors
▶  Three first call placements as  

deaconesses
▶ 83 assignments as vicars
▶ Five assignments as deaconess interns

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Now, please join us in giving a special welcome to the pastors and vicars 
who received first calls and assignments to the Minnesota South District!

CANDIDATES CALLED VICARS ASSIGNED

the services of both seminaries were 
held entirely online — for the first time 
in either seminary’s history. Despite the 
nontraditional format, seminary presi-
dents Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer (CSL) and 
Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr. (CTSFW) 
encouraged the students to embrace 
their unique circumstances. 

“In the 181 years of Concordia Semi-
nary, there has never been a class like 
yours,” Meyer said. “Years from now, 
you’ll tell your children and grandchil-
dren, ‘We were the coronavirus class. 
Call Day was virtual!’

“You are being sent to flesh-and-blood 
people, with hurts and hopes, with joys 
and sorrows. And you’re being sent 
by the spirit of the Lord Jesus to draw 
alongside them in their walk toward 
home and their walk toward life.” 

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen, 
teaches Hebrews 11:1,” Rast said. “Our 
faith is being tested, but we are not 
overcome. Our patience is tried, but 
we remain faithful. For in all things, 
our risen Lord Christ continues to 
care for His church by providing able 
servants of the Word. We had hoped to 
celebrate it in a different setting. More 
importantly, we have hope because 
Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. 
Alleluia!”

You can re-watch the live services and 
see complete lists of each seminary’s 
assignments and calls on their 
websites:
v CSL: csl.edu/callday

v  CTSFW: callday.ctsfw.edu 

David Jander (CSL)
Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Carver

Joshua Parrish (CSL)  
Redemption Lutheran 
Church, Bloomington

Tyler Werner (CSL) 
Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Faribault

Joshua Dub (CTSFW) 
St. James Lutheran 
Church, Howard Lake

Andrew Asp (CSL)
Woodbury Lutheran 
Church, Woodbury

About Concordia Seminary
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis provides Gospel-cen-
tered graduate-level theological education for pastors, 
missionaries, deaconesses, 
scholars and other leaders 
in the name of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS). To learn more, visit 
csl.edu.

About Concordia Theological Seminary
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
forms servants in Jesus Christ who teach the faithful, 
reach the lost, and care for all by preparing men for the 
pastoral ministry, as well as men and women for other 
service in the church, through programs offering an 
understanding of the Christian faith that is Christ-cen-
tered, biblically based, confessionally Lutheran, and 
evangelically active. To learn more, visit ctsfw.edu.
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The theme at 
Rochester Central 
Lutheran School 
this year is “Be Bold” 
based on Joshua 1:9. 
Tyler and Allison 
Collins, students at 
RCLS, shared this 
message for their 
neighborhood to 
see.

The “new normal” 
with Rev. David 
Frederickson leading 
service and the man 
that makes it hap-
pen, Matt Wingren, 
at Grace Lutheran 
Church, Rochester.

Life together, apart
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By Rev. Dr. William Utech
Assistant to the President, Missions

When the COVID-19 pan-
demic and panic burst onto 
the scene in our state, all of 
us found our daily lives and 
our weekly routines knocked 
all topsy-turvy, wherein just 
about all of our standard operating 
procedures could no longer be standard and 
were no longer operating. Our Minnesota South District 
congregations and pastors were thrust into the unenvi-
able and unwelcome reality of not being able to gather 
together for Sunday morning corporate worship. 

As more than one learned commentator has observed, 
“All of a sudden we Christians were like chess players 
who had to play chess without a queen. Our biggest, best 
and most powerful piece, Sunday morning worship and 
Bible study, had been removed from the game board 
and taken away from us. Now we had to operate with 
only the pieces that remained. We had to learn, maybe 
for the first time, how to be the church without Sunday 
corporate worship!”

But the church is resilient, and her leaders can be very 
innovative, and almost immediately we looked for ways 
to be the church for such a time as this. This led to 
online worship and Bible studies via Zoom, Facebook, 
YouTube or some such digital platform. It led to pastors 
writing and delivering daily devotions to their flocks in 
the same manner. It led to the purchase of AM transmit-
ters and “drive-in” or “parking-lot” church. It led to the 
formation of “phone trees” and “email check-ins” and 
all kinds of electronic messaging whereby God’s people 
could stay in touch, stay informed and stay connected. 
And better than this, it facilitated the church being the 
church beyond the walls of the church building. 

And far more than most of us expected, the Lord blessed 
these efforts!

During these COVID-19 days, God has given His church 
an increased and invaluable opportunity “to make a 
difference” one person at a time. It may feel like we’re 
playing chess without our queen, but actually we’re each 
one of us being the church as God opens doors for con-
versations and service and prayer with the unclaimed 
people around us.

We hope the following pictures of the church outside 
her building will encourage you today — and look for 
more pictures and stories of the church adapting to our 
new context in the June issue of Engaged in Mission, 
our district magazine.
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In response to the unmet financial 
needs that many of our church 
workers and Lutheran school teach-

ers have been experiencing due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund (LCEF) partnered 
with The Lutheran Church—Missou-
ri Synod (LCMS) and each of the 35 
LCMS districts to provide financial 
assistance through the Synod’s Soldiers 
of the Cross program to church workers 
in crisis situations. LCEF and the 
LCMS provided 80 percent of the grant 
funding while each district provided the 
remaining 20 percent. The Minnesota 
South District pulled our 20 percent 
from our Worker Wellness fund.

Unlike the Synod’s traditional Soldiers 
of the Cross grants, these amplified 
COVID-19 re-
sponse initiative 
grants have also 
been open to lay 
workers not on 
the Synod’s roster 
of professional 
church workers. 
All who serve 
full- or part-time 
in LCMS congre-
gations, schools, 
early-learning 
centers, universi-
ties, Recognized 
Service Organi-
zations and other 
organizations 
presented with a 
ministry-disrupt-
ing personal cri-
sis were invited 
to apply for one 

LCEF partners with Synod 
to help church workers

of these amplified grants. 

During the month of April, the Minne-
sota South District distributed, in two 
rounds, $115,000 in amplified grants 
to 84 church and school workers in our 
district. Of those 84 individuals who 
received grants, seven are ordained, 
seven are commissioned and 70 are 
non-commissioned lay workers, the 
majority of whom are from our district 
preschools and day care centers! These 
centers, which during the best of times 
care wonderfully for the youngest 
among us, have been especially hard hit 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, having 
to furlough, lay off or greatly reduce the 
hours of their staffs.

It is because of the generosity of LCEF 
and the Synod that these grants were 
even possible. LCEF initially committed 
to a grant of $1 million, and Synod to 
$1.5 million. Together, they are reaching 
out to donors and the church at large to 
match these gifts and raise a total of $5 
million to address the needs of church 
workers facing a crisis situation.

To learn more 
about the 
Soldiers of the 
Cross COVID-19 
response initia-
tive, go to lcef.
org/product/give 
or lcms.org/ 
soldiers-of-the-
cross/covid-19. 

You may also con-
tact Rev. Stefan 
Wismar, execu-
tive assistant to 
the president, at 
stefan.wismar@
mnsdistrict.org, 
if you’d like to 
learn more about 
the district’s part 
in the amplified 
grants.

Ashley Lieske, office manager 
and secretary at Zion Luther-
an Church and School, Mayer, 
shared that the congregation is 
engaged in F.A.I.T.H. Fridays (Faith 
Alive in the Home) online activ-
ities. Via Zoom, the participants 
have devotions and play Bingo.

This was the setting for the out-
door Palm Sunday service at First 
English Lutheran Church, Spring 
Valley. It served another purpose 
on Tuesday of Holy Week when 
the Spring Valley Fire Department 
and Ambulance Service organized 
a parade to boost community 
morale.

District disperses 
$115,000 to  
84 workers in April
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For the period ending  
April 30, 2020
Actual receipts .......................................$143,465
Budget receipts .....................................$175,000
Over (under) amount ........................ ($31,535) 

Year-to-date receipts
Actual receipts .......................................$667,057
Budget receipts .....................................$700,000
Over (under) anticipated amount ..........($32,943) 

Use of mission receipts (YTD-year to date)
50% remitted to Synod (YTD) .................$247,664
100% remitted to Synod (YTD) .................$26,228 
50% for district operations (YTD) ...........$247,664 
100% for district operations (YTD) .........$145,501
Total receipts ........................................$667,057

Mission receipts—2020 vs. 2019
Mission receipts — YTD 2020 ...............$667,057
Mission receipts — YTD 2019 ...............$707,256
Over (under) last year ...........................($40,199)
2020 congregational receipts budgeted at 
$2,100,000

MINNESOTA SOUTH  
DISTRICT LCEF

March 2020
New investments ................................$2,705,224
Withdrawals........................................$3,087,519
Net increase (decrease) ......................($382,295)

Year-to-date July 1, 2019–March 31, 2020
New investments ..............................$19,501,626 
Withdrawals......................................$18,319,608
Net increase (decrease) .....................$1,182,018

Congregation 
mission 
receipts

▶  14301 Grand Ave. S.  
Burnsville, MN 55306

▶ 952-435-2550
▶ mnsdistrict.org

district office

Welcome 
pastors!

Pictured are, from left, Revs. John Schuetz (Our Redeemer, Jackson), Adam Jacobsen, 
Paul Sajban (Lutheran Church of Our Savior, Windom, and Worthington Circuit visitor) 
and Phillip Beukema (Immanuel, Lakefield).

Rev. Timothy Chase (right) is pictured with Rev. Wade 
Daul, senior pastor of Immanuel, Fairmont, and circuit 
visitor following Chase’s installation at St. Paul, Truman.

Rev. Adam Jacobsen 
was installed as pas-
tor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Sioux Valley, 
and Concordia Luther-
an Church, Lakefield, 
on April 25. Rev. 
Timothy Chase was 
installed as pastor of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 
Truman, on May 1.

We rejoice with Revs. 
Jacobsen and Chase 
as they begin their new 
ministries in the midst 
of a pandemic. Though 
the installation affairs 
were small, public rec-
ognition of their instal-
lations are planned for 
later this summer, once 
gathering restrictions 
are lifted. 
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Many of our faithful LWML members had 
been wondering what is happening with 
our 2020 LWML Minnestoa South District 
Convention, scheduled for June 19-20.

The Executive Committee met on April 
18 on Zoom. After much discussion and 
prayer, it was decided that the convention 
would be canceled. It was a difficult deci-
sion to make, and a sad one. Our decision 
was based on the results of a survey that 
was given to all of our societies, along with 
the consideration of keeping our board 
members, delegates and guests of our 
district safe from the coronavirus.

We do not know what the future holds for 
us — only God does. As an organization, 
with the help of God, we will continue 
to move forward. It was decided to hold 
the election for our new officers, vote on 
our Bylaw amendments, set our mission 
goal and select our mission grants for the 
upcoming biennium (2020-22). 

For our balloting process, we are consider-
ing using Election Buddy, which is an  
online program, along with a paper ballot 
for those who do not have email access. 
Voting will take place from June 15 
through June 19.

The Executive Committee has decided to 
hold a celebration event this fall. It will be 
a one-day event with the date and location 
to be determined. Some things will not 
change, including our theme, “Tell Every-
one What He Has Done” and our Scripture 
verse (shown at the end of this article). 

The celebration event this fall will not be 
an ordinary convention or a workshop. We 
are planning a celebration jubilee to praise 
our Lord who has not left us, who still 
loves and cares about us, and is walking 
along with us through this pandemic. We 
will have plenty of stories to share, along 
with “telling everyone what He has done” 
— and is doing still.

Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done 
gloriously; let this be made known in all 
the earth. — Is. 12:5

Get ready to
celebrate 
this fall!

Mite goal surpassed
Earlier this year, it seemed as if we 
would have a hard time reaching 
our mite goal (of $265,000). Many 
societies did not meet in the winter 
months, then came the coronavirus 
pandemic in the United States and we 
were advised not to meet in groups 
of more than 10. Now 
we are advised to stay 
at home except 
for essential 
business. 

The generosity of the LWML 
Minnesota South District members 
has been overwhelming. Many reasons 
for the generosity came from the 
response to President Deb’s suggestion 
that each society consider giving $120 
to help meet our goal. Mites received 
also came from an increased number 
of honorariums, as well as from indi-
viduals who had not been able to at-
tend society meetings, from individual 
Mission Grant donations, and from a 
very generous donation from the estate 

On March 25, Rev. Dr. Larry 
Griffin, pastor of St. Paul, 
Waseca, suggested to mem-

bers Linda Seifert and Judie Waters 
that they try making face masks to 
keep them safe from COVID-19. They 
did a little research, tried a few ideas 
and ultimately came up with a 3-piece 
mask. It was then that the sewing 
started. 

The ladies contacted assisted living 
homes and had their first orders total-
ing 124 masks. Two more orders of 50 
masks each followed. Four more ladies 
called to volunteer to sew at home 
while three other ladies cut fabric 
and prepared “mask kits” ready to be 
picked up by those who wished to sew. 
What an idea this turned out to be! 

As of April 22, the ladies have made 
over 900 masks, sending them all 

of Beverly Schuette, per 
her wish.

On a personal note, 
this has been a very 
rewarding time for 

me. I have had many 
“goose-bump” moments 

as I opened daily mail and 
would find enclosed a check in 
a generous amount along with 
a personal note included. My 
heart has truly been filled with 
praises to the Lord. 

A special thank you to all 
LWMLers who donated mites 

through their society, to those who 
sent their personal checks, and to 
those who submitted honorariums. 
Your generosity has helped us meet 
our goal and ultimately fulfill our 
commitment to the mission project 
recipients selected at our last conven-
tion. Thank you!

Irene Mensing • Financial Secretary

over the United States as well as 
the Waseca area. Every member of 
the Waseca LWML was offered the 
opportunity to make masks and the 
project immediately took off. The main 
setback was finding elastic to meet the 
need, but with prayers for adequate 
supplies and family members going 
online in an attempt to place orders, 
the ladies were able to secure five large 
rolls of elastic. 

The ladies are now being even more 
creative and finding cute material. 
What a terrific project that anyone can 
do to help everyone stay safe! 

Praise God for His guidance in this fun 
project!

St. Paul  
‘MASKeteers’
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By Stacey Egger 
LCMS Staff Editor, Writer

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) has a sug-
gestion for how to spend some of your free time during the 

pandemic: memorize verses of Scripture together!

On March 25, Director of LCMS Worship and International 
Center (IC) Chaplain Rev. Sean Daenzer issued the Psalm 91 
Challenge over LCMS social media, encouraging members of 
the Synod to memorize the psalm over a couple of weeks.

LCMS Communications decided to take the opportunity to 
launch a memory initiative that had been in the works for 
several months.

“Psalm 1 teaches us that it is blessed to meditate on the Word 
of God day and night,” said Dr. Kevin Armbrust, director of 
Editorial for LCMS Communications. “We in Communications 
had been talking about providing a Bible passage each week for 
the Synod to meditate on and memorize together. Our unity is 
in Christ and in His Word, so we wanted to provide an oppor-
tunity for the people of the LCMS to be united in memorizing 
Scripture.

“When Chaplain Daenzer started encouraging us to memorize 
some psalms, we knew this was the perfect opportunity to 
begin posting a weekly memory verse.”

Starting the first week of Easter, a new memory verse will be 
added weekly at lcms.org/memoryverse and shared on LCMS 
social media, including its Facebook page, facebook.com/
TheLCMS..

The verses will be selected primarily from the Gospels and epis-
tles. Most of the selections will be short, just one or two verses 
at a time.

Daenzer said that memorizing Scripture is a valuable practice 
for Christians, even in a digital age.

“We’re so connected with everything digitally, and we have 

information at our fingertips,” Daenzer 
said. “But if that were to ever go out, 
what would we know? Almost nothing.

“When Jonah was in the belly of the 
whale, it was too late to pull out his Bi-
ble. It was too late to grab his catechism 
and his hymnal. … The great Song of 
Jonah in Chapter 2 is nothing but pieces 
of the psalms stitched together. They’re 
his childhood memory verses and bed-
time prayers that he was able to use in 
the total darkness of the whale to pray 
faithfully, to bring God’s Word to bear 
on his situation, and to comfort himself 
in the midst of great distress.

“And that’s exactly why we learn the 
Scriptures now: We never know when 
persecution may come, when technology 
or even access to Bibles and churches 
may go away. We’re getting a taste of 
that now in the quarantine time. So, it 
drives home the point that we need to 
have Scripture … on our hearts and our 
minds.”

For God so  
loved the world  
that he gave his  
only Son...

Scripture memory  
    challenge is on!G
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Initiative 
aims to 
unite
Synod in 
God’s 
Word

Short 
verses 
will be 
posted 
weekly

Tips for effective 
memorization 
from Chaplain 
Daenzer
v  Small, short bites, repeated 

many times, are way better than 
one giant “cram” session. Take 
two minutes every night and 
say it through twice together, or 
once in the morning and once 
in the evening.

v  Music always helps us to 
memorize more easily and then 
to retain it. Sing anything that 
can be sung, either to a tune 
you know, or to a simple tone 
like one of the psalm tones in 
the hymnal.

v  If you have a Bible translation 
that you’ve started memorizing 
in, don’t feel like you have to 
switch translations whenever a 
new one comes along. Whatever 
you’re familiar with will be just 
fine.


