
Why To All Generations?
The mission imperative of Jesus Christ, to “make disciples of all nations,” includes the challenge, “teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). This educational focus of the Great Commission has, 
for many generations, defined who we are in the LCMS. We are a teaching church. Inwardly, we teach and learn, and, 
by God’s grace, we grow. Outwardly, we reach new people for Christ as we teach the Scriptures and share the saving 
message of salvation through Christ alone.

What is To All Generations?
To cultivate a stronger commitment to Christian education, the Minnesota South District is embarking on a special 
appeal to enhance Christian education throughout our district. To All Generations offers a bold plan to invest in parish 
education and school ministries. All funds generated will be granted to congregations and schools for projects and 
programs that achieve the appeal’s initiatives. Rejoice with us and pray as we move forward with these initiatives and 
strengthen Christian education across our District and “to all generations.”

Our Initiatives
Strengthening Education Ministries

Funds will provide seed money in the form of grants enhancing the quality of education ministries through innovative 
processes, leadership development, and collaborative efforts. We want to support ideas utilizing new technology and 
online networks focused on Christian education. Grants will be allocated to District ministries in the following areas:
• Enhancing the Quality of Lutheran schools  

(birth – high school): Individually and cooperatively, schools can apply for grants that inspire transformative 
education innovation. Proposals may include ideas that expand services, utilize new technologies, or systemically 
change the way schools operate. 

• Encouraging Opportunities in Parish Education: Congregations can create and expand educational opportunities 
focused on Biblical literacy, catechesis, family ministry, young adults, immigrant populations, home school 
families, vacation Bible school, or tutoring. We invite all creative options!

• Planting New Schools and Early Childhood Centers: Start-up funds will be available for launching new educational 
ministries or significantly expanding those which already exist. 

• Supporting Educational Leadership:  
Often times, a pastor or educator will see an intriguing conference or course of study and not enroll due to lack of 
funds. We will provide scholarships for our educational leaders seeking continuing education. 

Developing Unified Marketing Strategies
We believe that our Lutheran schools and educational ministries in the LCMS are still some of the best-kept secrets in 
many communities. Our hope is to fund collaborative marketing strategies (radio, television, and online) for school, 
early childhood, and congregational education ministries across our district.

Increasing Efforts Toward 
Parental Choice in Education

We want to continue to actively engage in the public square to secure equal treatment by the state of Minnesota for 
those parents who choose a Lutheran education for their children. Funds here will encourage our members in pressing 
for such equality through the exercise of their own citizenship.

“One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.” 
Psalm 145:4



How will this be accomplished?
To All Generations is divided into three phases:
1. Leadership Gifts Phase: a small group of individuals will be personally visited to help launch this campaign with 

their early gift decisions. Target completion: Spring, 2017
2. Advance Congregation Phase: a small number of MNS congregations participate in local fundraising and will help 

evaluate the congregational plan for the remaining MNS congregations. Target completion: Spring/Fall, 2017
3. District Congregations Phase: the remaining MNS congregations will be invited to area training meetings, planned 

over three different training cycles, to plan their local effort. Target completion: Fall, 2017 / Spring, 2018

Completion of the To All Generations appeal will be celebrated 
at the June, 2018 Minnesota South District Convention.

How can you help? As a leader in the Minnesota South District, your participation is critical! Some ways for you to 
show your support for To All Generations include:
1. Pray. Seriously pray privately and publicly in your congregation that God will bless the efforts of making more 

disciples for Him.
2. Review your Christian Education needs. A “Congregational Checklist” will be distributed soon for congregations 

to consider how the appeal initiatives could benefit their own congregation.
3. Publicize the appeal. Beginning in March, you will begin seeing resources available for your use in communicating 

the appeal to your congregation.

Overall, the purpose of the To All Generations appeal will be to strengthen the Christian education ministries of 
Minnesota South District congregations, schools, and early childhood centers, and to unite us as a group of people 
working together to accomplish a common purpose.  

Two distinct benefits will be achieved by participating in the To All Generations appeal:
1. Stewardship. Congregations participating in the appeal will receive encouragement and training for implementing 

The Gift that Keeps on Giving, a congregational first-fruits giving stewardship program. This will be a direct benefit 
to the congregation’s local mission. As individual congregations become stronger in their stewardship and mission, 
they will have the capacity to touch more lives with the Gospel message.

2. Partnership. Congregations participating in the appeal will receive training and resources for inviting individual 
gifts from their members, and will benefit ministries throughout the district by participating.

Questions? Contact any of the following: Sean Martens, Assistant to the President for Education and Commissoned 
Ministers (sean.martens@mnsdistrict.org); Rev. Dr. Robert Gehrke, To All Generations Co-Chair (pastorgehrke@
gmail.com); Dr. Lynn Gehrke, To All Generations Co-Chair (gehrke@csp.edu); Michael Fuchs, consultant (michael@
joyfulgiving.net)


