
Yea, though I  walk:  
 A Forum on Hope in a Culture of Death 

Saturday, April 28th,  9am –12pm 
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Rich Valley,  14385 Blaine Ave. E.,  Rosemount, MN 

With Faith, Hope, and Love: Speaking Life  
into a Culture of Death 

Everywhere we look we find death all around us: abortion, suicide, school shootings, other mass 
violence, and physician assisted suicide. When the world is stripped of meaning and purpose and the 
self is stripped of any and all moral character, we’re left with the cultural madness and social mayhem all 
around us and reflected in the digital media and entertainment of our day. Death appears as the only 
sure thing, and so our culture becomes fixated on it. Combined with our digital age, this fixation and 
fascination with meaninglessness has created a world of spiritual and moral zombies, 
as increasingly we stare into our smartphones and other digital devices that teach us 
to look to ourselves and at ourselves. 

This is a moment of opportunity for the Church to boldly address the challenges 
of our age. Rather than cursing the darkness, we can light a match. We can stand 
ready to shine the light of Christ on all this darkness. We can show how to confront 
the toxic moral and spiritual influences all around. Come join as we explore how to 
find hope and develop good habits of faith and life that combat this evil and build 
biblical character and the family unit. Join us as we explore how the baptismal life 
brings the joyous reality of the redeemed, sanctified, and moral identity we are given 
to live here and now in Christ Jesus. 

Rev. Dr. Lucas V. Woodford is the Sr. Pastor of Zion 
Lutheran Church and School in Mayer, MN. He has two 
master’s degrees (M.Div. 2002; STM 2003) from Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis and received his Doctor of Ministry 
degree in Christian Outreach from Concordia Theological 
Seminary in Fort Wayne in 2011. He is the author of the book, Great 
Commission, Great Confusion, or Great Confession? The Mission of the Holy 
Christian Church, along with other professional journal articles, and regular 
contributions to The Lutheran Witness. He serves the MN South District of 
the LCMS as 2nd Vice President, as well as on the Board of Regents for his 

alma-mater, Concordia University, St. Paul, MN. He also serves on the Synod’s task force on sexuality, is 
a spokesman and supporter of Lutherans in Africa (LIA), serves as a Collegium Fellow for 
DOXOLOGY: The Lutheran Institute of Spiritual Care and Counsel, and is a frequently invited speaker 
and adjunct seminary professor. 

Remembering Hope at Life's End 
In this presentation Pastor Fred Hinz will offer information and insights into the recent efforts to 

legalize physician-assisted suicide (PAS) across the nation and in Minnesota. From a biblical perspective 
we'll examine the spiritual motive that lies behind this assault on God's sovereignty and human dignity. 
And, from a practical perspective we'll look at the many abuses to which PAS can, and often is, put. As 
an extension to the abortion mindset, PAS is the logical companion to a host of new practices all of 
which demean the sanctity of human life and reflexively seek to address the challenges of life with the 

curative agent of death. On the positive side of the ledger, we'll also look at the great 
benefits of modern palliative care 
 
Rev. Fredric Hinz, currently serving as the LCMS Public Policy Advocate for the 
Minnesota South and North Districts. He was raised in Waconia, 
MN, and currently resides in Gaylord, MN. A graduate of Mayer 
Lutheran High School, Concordia Seward, Chicago State University, 
and Luther Northwestern Seminary, Fred has taught biological 
science on both high school and college levels, owned and 
operated a chain of retail shoe stores, and served as a parish pastor 
in St. James, MN, and Gaylord, MN. In addition to active 
engagement in pro-life and religious liberty efforts, Fred also 
advocates for enhanced Parental Choice in Education and the 
Christian view of marriage and family.  

Navigating this wilderness isn’t easy. The terrain is strange; but then, this isn’t our home.  

There is no cost for this forum, however, it would be helpful if 
you would please register so that we can plan accordingly. 
Register by email at SJRV.OFFICE@FRONTIER.COM  
or by phone at 651-423-2149 
 


