
Rev. Phil Augustine (2nd from left)
Immanuel, Plainview

Christian education is discipleship. Because 
we inherently do not know God as a loving, 
merciful Father, we must be taught. I am a 
product of Lutheran education. I could not be
the pastor that I am today if it were not for my 
parents sending me to my church’s Lutheran 
school to teach me the Christian faith: the 
stories and people of the Old Testament, the 
birth, life, suffering, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus, and the work of the apostles to carry out 
the message of forgiveness and eternal life in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

My prayer is for God’s people to go
against the grain of today’s culture that
seeks to silence the Christian faith. We
have such a gift from God to share to all 
generations. My own children have been so 
richly blessed with their Lutheran schooling that 
prepares them academically and spiritually to 
live in this world. We must be bold to support 
Christian education from cradle to grave with 
our prayers, our financial gifts, and our humble 
service to this generation and the next. 

The To All Generations campaign seeks to 
empower and excite us for what blessings 
God has provided and open new doors of 
opportunity to continue to hand down this 
life-saving gift of God. May God bless all those 
efforts to the glory of His name!

“One generation shall commend your works to another, 
and shall declare your mighty acts.”  
Psalm 145:4
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Originally founded to serve the growing population of German
immigrants on the East side of Saint Paul, Bethlehem continues
the long standing tradition of Christ-centered education with JOY Academy 
where students from all walks of life are welcomed with open hearts and 
minds. More recent immigrants to the neighborhood include Hmong, 
Hispanic, and African families looking for caring, qualified teachers, small 
class sizes, and a safe, family atmosphere to nurture their children. Though 
these families struggle with lower incomes and a limited ability to pay full 
tuition, the congregation desires to welcome those students with a quality 
Christian education.

The mission field is brought to our door in St. Paul, and the school faithfully 
teaches the love of Christ to member and non-member children alike. This 
year’s highlights included the baptism of two JOY students, as well as sharing 
Christ’s birth at JOY’s Epiphany school program in the church basement 
where all students memorized and sang faithful hymns sharing the story of 
Christmas. Of the more than one hundred family and friends in attendance, 
most were non-churched.

Bethlehem and JOY will benefit from new resources to continue to reach 
out to the community, educating additional students, maintaining a quality 
Christ-centered curriculum, and identifying additional funding sources for 
this faithful mission.

Rev. Tim Heinecke
New Life, Hugo

My hope is that experiencing and participating in
To All Generations will equip and encourage the
people of New Life Church - Lutheran to see how
God has enabled them to be a blessing to others.

For the right instruction of youth is
a matter in which Christ and all the world 

are concerned.
-Martin Luther

Robin Gehl
Bethlehem, St. Paul

Bethlehem Lutheran Church and school 
(JOY Academy) are pleased to participate 
in this district-wide focus on Lutheran 
education for all ages. This is a very timely 
effort as we observe the 500th anniversary 
of the Lutheran Reformation, Martin 
Luther himself being a strong advocate for 
Christian education within families, day 
schools, and parishes. To All Generations 
offers congregations an important 
reminder of the value and importance 
of Lutheran Christian education, and a 
means to financially support those efforts.


