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This is my final “From the 
President” article as MN South 
District President. I’ve served for 
two terms and will retire August 
31. Our convention in June elected 
Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford to serve 
as our new District President. I’ve 
already prayed for him often as he 
transitions from parish ministry to 
that of ecclesiastical supervision. 
In his first year, he will no doubt be 
sucking on the proverbial firehose. 
I hope you will pray for him and 
encourage him, too, as he begins 
his service on September 1.

Transition is what our new 
president and I have in common. 
We will both be living in the 
middle of in-between for a time, 
repositioning, as they call it today. 
No doubt you’ve experienced 
something of this in your life. 
Truthfully, life is a series of 
transitions, and it seems to me that 
what matters most in a transition is 
to make the most of what matters.

Several years ago a very wise 14-
year old, Jason Lehman, wrote a 
little poem titled “Present Tense,” 
which reads in part:

I was 20,

But it was 30 I wanted,

To be mature

And sophisticated.

I was middle-aged,

But it was 20 I wanted,

The youth

And the free spirit.

I was retired,

But it was middle age I 
wanted.

The presence of mind

Without limitations.

My life was over,

But I never got what I 
wanted.

(Chicago Tribune, February 14, 
1989)

Even in transition, maybe especially 
in transition, it is important to live 
in the present tense. Otherwise, we 
will miss what the Lord is doing 
right now with His grace along 
the way. Otherwise, we will miss 
the relationships which bless us so 
richly. Getting from here to there 
doesn’t mean we leave people or 
values or callings in our dust. 
The time between the chapters of 
our lives matters. IN such times 
God grows our capacity for prayer, 
courage, perseverance, and hope.  

As I transition into retirement, I 
have some idea of what it might 
look like, but most of it is hazy. No 
doubt the same is true for Pastor 
Woodford as he takes on his new 
calling. Yet to live in the mist for a 
while, or the fog, or the mystery of 
things unknown, is not a bad thing. 
Wanderings, as in Israel’s transition 
to the Promised Land, do have 
their place in God’s plan for us. We 
do well to stay in the moment even 
when walking deserts or bridges.

Life here, after all, in all of its sad 
and joyous chapters, is a transition. 
“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, 
but then face to face. Now I know 
in part, but then I shall know just 
as I also am known” (1 Cor 13:12 
NKJV).

By Rev. 
Dr. Dean 
Nadasdy, 
District 
President Transitions

From the President
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Under the theme of “Chosen to 
Proclaim” from 1 Peter 2, the 78th 
Convention of the Minnesota 
South District was held June 21-23, 
2018 at Concordia University, St. 
Paul. With more than 340 voting 
delegates in attendance, as well 
as numerous advisory delegates 
and special guests, the convention 
elected officers and passed a 
number of resolutions, as well as 
engaged in Bible study, worship, 
and fellowship.

Most prominent of the elections 
was that of the new district 
president, as President Dean 
Nadasdy indicated that he planned 
to retire after his second three-year 
term. On the second ballot, Rev. 
Dr. Lucas Woodford of Zion, Mayer 
was elected with 53.7% of the vote. 

Vice Presidents elected were:

1st Vice President
Rev. David Mumme, Trinity, 
Waterville

2nd Vice President
Rev. Tom Evans, Emanuel, Inver 
Grove Heights

3rd Vice President
Rev. Harold Storm, St. John, 
Gaylord

4th Vice President
Rev. Dr. Brent Parrish, Immanuel 
Fish Lake, Prior Lake

Rev. Tom Stoebig, senior pastor at 
Beautiful Savior, Plymouth served 
as convention chaplain, and his 

congregation hosted the opening 
communion service on June 21. Dr. 
Phillip Johnson, Assistant to the 
President for Mission Formation 
at the Minnesota South District, 
served as Bible study leader and 
Rev. Dr. Greg Seltz, Lutheran Hour 
Speaker Emeritus and Executive 
Director of the newly-formed 
Lutheran Center for Religious 
Liberty, served as essayist.

Significant resolutions passed at the 
convention include the following:

Resolution 1-04, To Expand 
Evangelistic Outreach on College 
Campuses, continues the work 
begun at the 2012 district 
convention by encouraging more 
congregations near colleges to 
identify someone who can serve as 
evangelist in their settings (there 
are already three such evangelists 

in the district). The resolution also 
encourages the district’s campus 
ministry subcommittee to put 
together trainings and conferences 
to support this ministry.

Resolution 3-03, To Establish a Task 
Force to Assess Congregational 
Bible Study, calls for the District to 
hold a Bible study training event 
and establish a task force to assess 
the number of youth and adult 
Bible studies; survey factors relating 
to declining Bible study attendance; 
survey best practices in Bible study 
across the district; report findings 
and make recommendations to the 
Congregational Mission Formation 
committee to increase Bible study 
attendance; and suggest resources 
for Bible study topics.

Resolution 3-12, To Establish 
a Committee for Excellence in 

Chosen To Proclaim: 
Recapping the 2018 District Convention

President Dean Nadasdy gave a farewell address to the 
assembled delegates and guests on Friday, June 22.
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Christian Education, initiates a new 
committee that will enhance the 
quality of Christian schools and 
early childhood centers by studying 
and identifying key factors in 
leadership, finances, and standards 
of excellence.

Resolution 4-02, To Make the To 
All Generations (TAG) Fund a 
Permanent Designated Restricted 
Account, ensures that donors 
to the MNS District will be able 
to designate funds to support 
Christian education grants, so 
that as long as funds are available, 
congregations and schools can 
apply for such grants.

Resolution 6-02, To encourage 
Elected Minnesota Leaders to Enact 
Education Funding Policy Changes 
to Reflect the Trinity Lutheran 
Supreme Court of the United 
States (SCOTUS) Ruling, calls on 
the State of Minnesota to ensure 
that the same per-dollar funding 
follows students to religious schools 
as those who attend non-religious 
schools, but in a way that does not 

allow “a state to inappropriately 
assert its influence in the operation 
of religious schools.”

Resolution 6-04, To Memorialize 
the LCMS to Delineate its Position 
on Commercial Surrogacy, calls for 
the LCMS President to study the 
practice of commercial surrogacy 
and articulate an official position 

LCMS 1st Vice President Herb Mueller installed President Elect 
Woodford at the close of convention.

on this issue.
President Elect Woodford, the 
other elected officers and board 
members, and circuit visitors 
were all installed at the end of the 
convention. Woodford begins his 
term when the new triennium 
begins on September 1.

Join us in praying for President 
Nadasdy in his transition into 
retirement and President Elect 
Woodford as he transitions his 
ministry from Zion to the District 
Office.

Concordia University, St. Paul Director of Church Relations Jane 
Wilke brought greetings and an update on the university’s work. 

Visit the district 
website to 

read the full 
proceedings 

and watch 
videos from the 

convention.
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An Interview with President Woodford:
Loving God, People, and Our Lutheran Theology
President Woodford begins his 
term on September 1, and shared 
his thoughts about his new position 
with Engaged in Mission editor Billy 
Schultz.

Schultz: Tell me about your family 
and what you enjoy in your free 
time.

Woodford: I have been married 
to my bride, Rebecca “Becca” for 
20 years. We have six precious 
children: Isabella (14), Thaddaeus 
(11), Aletheia (9), Ekklacia (6), 

Soteria (3), Titus (10 months). 
With an active young family, I 
enjoy spending my time fulfilling 
my vocation as a husband and 
father with the simple things of 
life, teaching and reading to my 
children, playing games as a family, 
being in the outdoors together, 
perhaps getting in the deer stand 
(bow hunting) when I have a 
chance, watching a movie with my 
bride, exercising, and reading all 
things theological, political, and 
organizational.  

When and how did you experience a 
call into the ministry?

My background isn’t all that 
different than any kid growing up 
today, I suppose. But when I was in 
8th grade, my pastor’s wife (also my 
Sunday school teacher for a time) 
saw something in me and told me I 
should think about being a pastor. 
My parents were also supportive 
of the idea, though they never 
pressured me. So, that’s what I set 
out to do. From then on, I thought 
as long as I could still play football 

Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford addressed the District Convention shortly after his election as President 
on Friday, June 22, 2018.
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in high school and college (which 
I did), and the Lord continued to 
make it possible, I would prepare 
to become a pastor. That goal was 
fulfilled when I received my first 
call into the ministry from First 
Immanuel Lutheran Church and 
School in Cedarburg, WI in 2003.

What are some of the highlights of 
your ministry to this point? 

Relationships with people are 
always the highlights for me. My 
consistent approach to ministry 
is to love the Lord, love people, 
and love our Lutheran theology 
(in that order). With that in mind, 
over the years I’ve had some very 
rewarding relationships with those 
whom I’ve had the privilege of 
loving and caring for in the name 
of Jesus. In my experience, that 
approach covers the gamut of both 
evangelism and pastoral care. I’ve 
had relationships with life-long 
faithful believers, all kinds of school 
age children whom I taught, and 
new believers I catechized in the 
faith. Frequently there were people 
in the community I desired to come 
to faith but remained unwilling. 
Yet because I loved them in the 
name of Jesus, they still allowed 
me to talk with them about Jesus 
and what it means to be a Christian 
from our Lutheran perspective.

Other highlights include the 
wonderful collegial and meaningful 
relationships with other pastors and 
church workers as we partner in the 
Gospel, a mission trip to multiple 
countries in Africa and support for 
missionaries over there, and simply 
witnessing the tears of joy that 
came to the eyes of either a new 
believer or lifelong believer who 
just had the sweetness of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ wash over them in 

the thick of life. 

What excites you about serving as 
district president? What challenges 
do you see?

I consider it a great honor and 
privilege to serve the Lord and 
our MN South District. There are 
tremendous opportunities for us 
to go about loving the Lord, loving 
people, and loving our Lutheran 
theology here in our district. The 
MN South District is providentially 
poised for mission opportunity. 
We are strategically situated 
among a vast diversity of people 
and cultures: rural and inner city, 
suburban and small town, multi-
ethnic and intergenerational. 
All these diverse settings are full 
of sinners who need to hear the 
Word of law and Gospel. With 
our confession of Scriptural 
truth, we are uniquely positioned 
to bring a tremendous Word of 
hope and truth to both believers 
and unbelievers living a chaotic 
and secular world. The profound 
strengths of our robust theology, 
our confession centered in Christ 
crucified, and our zeal to share 
that with others, make me excited 
to be a Lutheran; they make me 
utterly excited to lead and work 
together with all the wonderful 
congregations, schools, and church 
workers of our district for the 
growth of God’s kingdom.  

Yet, I realize we also face some 
challenges in our times. Population 
in rural areas is dwindling. We 
face the reality of churches that are 
closing and Lutheran schools that 
are shrinking. We face the reality 
that we live in a world increasingly 
hostile to the Gospel. Of course, the 
devil, the world, and our own sinful 
flesh attack us, mislead us, and 

deceive us, so that we point fingers 
at each another and blame one 
another for these challenges as if we 
are enemies rather than brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

Yet, amid all these challenges I 
remain confident in the truth of 
Scripture: For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over 
this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places (Eph. 6:12). 
Christ remains victor; the devil 
is a defeated enemy. Jesus has 
promised His saving presence, and 
He will build His church despite 
the formidable obstacles. As such, 
I remain excited and confident 
that even though we may have 
differences among us, we can work 
together as brothers and sisters 
in Christ for the good of God’s 
Kingdom, united by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who promises that even 
“the gates of Hell will not prevail” 
against His Church (Matt. 16:18.)! 
Therefore, in these grey and latter 
days we have the light of Christ 
to lead us forward, to cheer our 
hearts, and enliven our souls. It’s 
my goal to face all these challenges 
head on with an intentional plan of 
principled realism, confident that 
Christ will always remain the Lord 
of the Church. 

Interview continues on page 8
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What do you see as the role of the 
district president/staff in relation to 
her congregations?

I believe my role as District 
president is first to give thanks 
to the Lord for our people and 
their lives of faith and regularly to 
intercede for them. Secondly, I also 
see the role of District President 
and his staff as people who 
regularly and intentionally thank 
the Lord for the faith of all of our 
church workers, as well as to thank 
them personally for their work 
and partnership in the Gospel and 
actively encourage them. I want to 
be a pastoral president who teaches 
and encourages pastors, teachers, 
and other workers with the Word 
of God at every opportunity. As 
the Apostle Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians says: I thank my God in 
all my remembrance of you, always 
in every prayer of mine for you all 
making my prayer with joy, because 
of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now. And I 
am sure of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ 
(Philippians 1:3-6). 

The current mission statement of 
the District is Cultivating Leaders 
Intentionally Engaged in the 
Mission of God. Recognizing this 
mission statement, and aside from 
the other ecclesiastical supervision 
responsibilities of the District 
President, the district relates to 
her congregations by cultivating 
ministry leaders and partners 
through intentional training, 
education, and encouragement, as 
well as ministry collaboration and 
networking for our partnership 
in the Gospel and the furthering 
of God’s Kingdom. Whether 
a struggling congregation, a 
flourishing congregation, a church 
plant, small or large, District 
leaders and staff pledge to come 
alongside our congregations, love 
them, serve them, and assist in 
cultivating leaders within them for 
the good of Christ’s kingdom.   

What do you see the mission and 
ministry of the Minnesota South 
District looking like 10 years from 
now?

Ten years from now I see our 
gracious Lord continuing the 
work He has always done in His 
beloved church. I see infants and 
adults being baptized in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. I see new catechumens from 
many ethnicities and languages, 
young and old, gathered at the altar 
together with life-long members to 
receive the holy body and precious 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of sins and the 
strengthening of faith. Ten years 
from now I see our MN South 
District leading the way in Synod as 
an exemplary champion of the two 
great strengths of our confession: 
faithful, uncompromising teaching 
of the biblical faith coupled with 
vibrant outreach with Christ’s 
saving gospel. 

I see us equipping moms and dads 
and grandmas and grandpas to 
teach their little ones to embrace 
and actively confess the faith once 
delivered to the saints despite 
the world’s opposition. I see 
us continuing our support for 
missionaries and church plants. 
I see our churches as houses 
of prayer and mercy for the 
suffering and hurting people all 
around us. And I certainly hear us 
proclaiming in our churches and 
speaking in our daily vocations 
the mind-boggling goodness of 
the shed blood of Jesus to a world 
in cultural and moral revolution. 
Ten years from now I see the 
mission and ministry of MNS 
District confidently standing on the 
unchanging truth that Christ has 
died, Christ has risen, and Christ 
will come again!

Woodford and his family (photo courtesy of Woodford)
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Stories From the Mission Field: 
Missionaries in Their Own Words

2018 District-Supported 
Missions and Missionaries

Concordia University, St. Paul Campus Ministry
Rev. Tom Gundermann and DCE Shelly Schwalm
Family of Christ Lutheran Church (Rochester)
Rev. Jeff Niederstadt
Hosanna Highland Lutheran Church 
Campus Ministry (Mankato)
Rev. Darren Scruggs and Sarah Bohrer
LINC-Twin Cities
Rev. Ben Griffin and Rev. Demelash Yoseph
POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach)
Nader and Georgette Alaraj, Bloomington   
John and Maryam Gayed, Rochester

ReDO (Church/Fitness Center, Shepherd of the 
Valley, Hastings)
Rev. Chad Kirchoff
Remedy Church 
(New Church Incubator Plant #1, Oakdale) 
Rev. Andy Audette
University Lutheran Chapel Campus Ministry 
(University of MN)
Rev. David Kind and Rebecca Wagner
UpWorks Christian Community Development 
(St. Paul)
DCO Sue Hewitt
Woodbury Lutheran Church (Liberty Ridge)
Rev. Jon Kuehne

We invite you to use this list in your personal and corporate prayers, that these leaders would be 
strengthened in their efforts to reach people with the good news of Jesus.

“A few weeks ago I introduced 
myself to a new family that had 
come for church, parents and their 
two children. I asked if they were 
related to a large family that had a 
gathering that weekend. They said 
no and introduced themselves, 
saying they were looking for a new 
church. I asked a little about their 
story. They all started to get tears 
in their eyes. The church they left 
was close to closing. They told a 
story of a broken congregation 
that was slowly crumbling apart. 
The husband looked and me and 
said, “We’ve missed being filled up 
like this in worship.” It was both 
heart-breaking and wonderful. It’s 
amazing to be used by God, but it’s 
always heart-breaking to hear of 

churches falling apart and closing. 
While God is doing new things 
through church plants like ours, 
for me, it was a reminder to be in 
prayer for those congregations who 
are facing closure or wondering 
how to make ends meet.”
-Jon Kuehne

“I have been engaging in more 
spiritual discussions with one 
Indian student. She was born 
a Muslim and is attending 
a Unitarian church. She has 
been suffering from chronic 
fibromyalgia, and it is affecting 
her to a point where she is willing 
to mock God for it, unless she 
understands why He is allowing her 
to go through that chronic pain. 

She is in a critical stage of doubt 
about God’s love and mercy; she’s 
agnostic. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
guides our conversations.”

-Nader Alaraj

“Please pray for all the students 
who are home for the summer but 
preparing to travel this month to 
return for school. Pray for all of the 
campus ministries getting ready to 
receive them, that they may have 
the opportunity to witness to these 
students and bring them into the 
Church.”
-Rebecca Wagner
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Celebrating To All Generations: 
The Blessings of Christian Education
In 2015, our District in convention 
approved a resolution that began 
an effort to enhance the quality of 
our Christian education, both in 
the parish and in schools, through 
a fundraising appeal. This became 
known as To All Generations.
 
With the words of the Psalmist 
in Psalm 145:4, we find these 
meaningful words: “One generation 
shall commend your works to 
another, and shall declare your 
mighty acts.” And so it is that in 
our churches and schools and in 
our homes, the faith that professes 
Jesus Christ as Lord has been 
passed down from generation to 
generation.
 
Since beginning this To All 
Generations appeal, our leadership 
team and volunteers have 
conducted a feasibility study, 
met with individual donors, and 
held area meetings with leaders 
from across the district. We have 
seen firsthand the generosity of 
God’s people coming together to 
enhance the teaching mission of 
our church. And now, we take a 
moment to celebrate all that has 
been accomplished with the To All 
Generations.

The hard work and loving 
sacrifices of the volunteers and 
donors are just starting to bless 
education ministries across 
the district. To All Generations 
grants are empowering education 
ministries to do something 
new.  They are improving and 
expanding programs, telling their 

communities about the great 
education, and supporting the 
start of new ministries. To All 
Generations is also encouraging 
a stronger spirit of collaboration 
between education ministries 
as they explore combined grant 
request efforts.

In December 2017, the first three 
To All Generations grants were 
approved and funded:

1. Shepherd of the Grove, Maple 
Grove received a grant to fund 
a study determine if it is feasible 
to start a new Lutheran high 
school in the North Western 
Suburbs.

2. Hope Lutheran High School, 
St. Martin’s Lutheran School, 
and Immanuel Lutheran 
School (Silo) are collaborating 
to advertise their education 
ministries through a variety of 
local and online media.

3. Kingdom Kids Learning Center, 
Ham Lake, received a grant 
to market this new center to a 
community that is increasingly 
unchurched and has relatively 
few Christian early childhood 
options.

Some of the grants awaiting the 
next round of funding include such 
exciting projects as:

1. A group of 14 elementary 
schools are joining together to 
purchase and utilize cutting 
edge curriculum mapping 
services enabling these small 
schools to collaborate together 
as if they were one large 
school in developing academic 
curriculum within the context 
of our Lutheran ethos

2. Seed money for the Northwest 
suburb high school new start 
to help them begin fundraising 
efforts and build momentum 
and support in their community

3. At least four Carver County 
schools are joining together 
to purchase an array of shared 
equipment intended encourage, 
build, and promote physical 
fitness and wellness of students

To All Generations is truly sparking 
new energy and quality programs 
for our education ministries. We 
praise God for blessing this effort 
for generations to come into 
eternity.



First Lutheran Church and School, Glencoe, Minnesota

LCEF’s Church Improvement  
Loan can help fund:

•  Timely and critical repairs that could otherwise 
lead to substantial damage and cost if left as is.

•  Upgrades that enhance your church’s 
appearance and comfort.

•  Projects to improve energy efficiency and save 
money long term.

Church Improvement Loans are 
available to LCMS congregations 
only and include:

• Maximum 10-year term
• Up to $150,000
•  24 months at Cost of Funds (COF) adjusted  

annually
•  LCEF COF plus up to 2.5% adjusted annually  

for remaining term
• Payments fully amortized over term

Lutheran Church Extension Fund-Missouri Synod (NMLS# 3444). Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee (MB.0006057). The National Office 
is located at: 10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 63127-1020. Phone number: 800-843-5233. Website: lcef.org.

800-843-5233  |  lcef.org

Kai Larson, LCEF District Vice President
Minnesota South District

952-223-2163  |  Kai.Larson@lcef.org

When First Lutheran Church needed a new boiler  
last fall, LCEF’s Church Improvement Loan helped  

fund it before winter weather hit.

Contact your LCEF district vice president today 
or visit lcef.org/church-improvement for more 
information.

Interested in an LCEF loan?
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Local Volunteer Open Houses
Saturday, September 29

Trinity, Waconia
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 30
Concordia University

(Buenger Education Center)
2:00-4:00 p.m.

Learn more and apply at lcmsgathering.com/gathering-volunteers/


