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A favorite little verse of mine 
comes from American poet Emily 
Dickinson:  

A word is dead
When it is said,

Some say.
I say it just

Begins to live
That day.

(The Complete Works of Emily Dickinson, Thomas 
H. Johnson, ed.

[New York: Little Brown, 1960], pp. 534-535).

I suppose being a preacher makes 
me want to believe that the words 
I spend in sermons somehow 
“just begin to live” the day they’re 
spoken. In other words, they have 
an impact beyond the moment 
of delivery. They may not be 
remembered verbatim but because 
sermonic words dig deep into the 
dynamic power of the Word of 

God, they will have a life beyond 
delivery, even into eternity. It’s hard 
to preach without this confidence.

Jesus’ words are clearly like that. 
His promise that we who live and 
believe in Him will never die (John 
11:26) still carries power today 
because His victory over death 
has sealed those words in history 
and in fact.  Jesus’ words, on both 
sides of His resurrection, were first 
passed on by His followers, then 
given by inspiration to the writers 
of Scriptures, and then recalled 
and taught over generations in the 
church. His words just began to live 
the day they He first spoke them.

Imagine the loss if Jesus had kept 
His words to Himself. Imagine 
Jesus’ words falling from his lips 
like wilted flowers, dead before 
they hit the ground, said but dead. 
Imagine your life without Jesus’ 
parables, or His Sermon on the 
Mount, or His teaching in the 
upper room. 

At Easter especially we value all 
things eternal. Among these eternal 

things is our confidence that “the 
word of the Lord endures forever” 
(Isaiah 40:8). We have been given 
His word as a gift. We have the 
words of Christ, and we have words 
to say with those we love that will 
be remembered and cherished, 
carrying power all the way into 
heaven.

So as parents we take time to share 
words of faith with our children. 
We set aside a walk in the woods 
or even a weekend to have them 
hear us say what is on our heart 
concerning Jesus – our hope and 
prayer that they will join us in 
following Him and that we will see 
them in heaven. The same eternal 
conversations happen between 
grandparents and grandkids, 
between neighbors, between co-
workers and colleagues. Each 
conversation is tailored to the 
other’s needs and personality. It 
is the Gospel according to us for 
them.

And the word we say in these 
eternal conversations – “it just 
begins to live that day.”  

By Rev. Dr. Dean Nadasdy, 
District President

Eternal Conversations

Upcoming District Events
April 29

Large Church Pastors Summit
May 6

Koinonia 2.0 Plenary Session
May 15-17

Madden’s Conference
June 19-23

Grace Place Wellness Retreat

September 9
New Worker Orientation

September 22
Pre-Retirement Workshop

October 7
Worship Arts Summit 

October 9-10
Fall Pastors Conference

October 19
Educators Conference

October 29
Reformation Celebration

November 9-11
Feed My Starving Children
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Below is an interview with new 
LINC Twin Cities executive 
director, Rev. Ben Griffin. Read 
below to find out more about the 
future of LINC!

How is LINC’s ministry going to 
be different moving forward?
LINC Twin Cities is moving 
forward with a renewed and refined 
focus. Specifically, that focus is 
to empower local leaders to start 
new ministries that impact their 
communities with the gospel. 
Because LINC International (based 
in Houston) will be handling the 
majority of LINC’s administrative 
needs, we in the Twin Cities are 
able to focus almost exclusively on 
ministry and leader development. 
We are also bringing in tried and 
tested Biblical training that has 
been utilized by other LINCs across 
the country. Early on in my tenure, 
we have already begun walking 
alongside of seven new leaders. I 
am excited to add to their numbers 
and see the impact of their Gospel 
work in our community!

What’s your vision for the future 
of LINC?
My “reach goal” for LINC Twin 
Cities is to impact every tribe and 
nation in our city with the gospel 
of Jesus. I know this is a lofty vision 
and believe that it is the call that 
Jesus has given to all of us as His 
church. We are in the world, not of 
the world AND sent to the world. 
I pray that LINC can be a point of 
collaboration for Jesus’ church in 
the Twin Cities to keep on pressing 

on toward this goal, for we know 
that God’s desire is for all people to 
be saved. 

I envision a steady pipeline of 
local leaders from all walks and 
tribes who are empowered through 
Biblical training and mentoring. 
I envision new churches and 
ministries that not only impact 
their communities with the Gospel 
but also replicate themselves in 
raising up leaders to do the same. 
I envision a building a coalition of 
churches and individuals who are 
committed to Gospel proclamation 
through action, prayer, and 
financial support.

By the end of this year (2017),  
I plan to identify at least 15 new 
local leaders, start at least 2 cohorts 
of LINC’s Bible institute (including 
one cohort in Spanish), and
see at least 2 new ministries 
officially chartered. 

What challenges does LINC face?
LINC Twin Cities has an uphill 
battle in rebuilding its financial 
backing. I am personally 
committed to pressing forward 
with LINC’s vision regardless of 
how quickly we are able to develop 
the support network. 

LINC Twin Cities Calls New Director

Continued on page 10

LINC Pastors Demelash Yoseph and Ben Griffin pray together 
during worship. Photo provided by Ben Griffin.

In January, POBLO International 
opened its International Friendship 
Center (IFC) door in Bloomington 
at Mount Hope Lutheran Church. 
The first programs started by 
POBLO at this new IFC were free 
ESL and citizenship classes for new 
immigrants. In February, the IFC 
expanded its offerings to include 
free sewing, knitting, and computer 
literacy classes. All resources were 
lovingly donated from members of 
different churches. The great donors 
and volunteers from Cross View, 
Edina, St. Michael’s, Bloomington, 
and Mount Hope, Bloomington 
made the classes possible.  

Missionaries Nader and Georgette 
Alaraj have been eagerly 
coordinating the scouting efforts 
with the warm welcome students 
are experiencing. One student, 
Natalia, who hails from Belarus, 
invited her ill husband to visit the 
IFC because she felt appreciated 
and welcomed. Another student, 
Simote, a single immigrant from 
Tonga, appreciates the hospitality 
and wants to learn how to sew his 
clothes and be creative. 

We ask that you continue to pray 
for LCMS churches to follow 
this practical example of Jesus’ 
love, for the ministry to grow in 
Bloomington and Minnesota, and 
for many congregations and people 
to consider supporting this vital 
ministry to reach out to our diverse 
communities in need of Christ. 

POBLO was founded in 1993 
in Dearborn, Michigan—a 
Detroit suburb with the largest 
concentration of Muslims in the 
United States and one of the largest 
Arab communities outside the 
Middle East. POBLO was begun 
as a mission society of the LCMS 
to bring the Gospel to Muslims, a 
partnership between the Michigan 
District, the Dearborn circuit, and 
the LCMS Board for  
Mission Services. 

By 1995, the ministry expanded 
into additional U.S. states and 
also into a number of additional 
countries, including Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Canada, India, and 
Pakistan. From 2011 onwards, 
POBLO’s focus has been to train 
U.S. churches on how to conduct 

cross-cultural missions in their 
own communities. POBLO has 
developed various resources for 
churches and individuals, as well 
as replicable ministry models for 
those interested in  
Muslim outreach.  

Since its inception, POBLO has 
planted 84 churches and trained 
and sent 116 missionaries to work 
in multi-cultural communities 
in the U.S. and overseas. Our 
deployed missionaries include men 
and women from Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Egypt, India, Iran, 
Iraq, Morocco, Pakistan, Senegal, 
Somalia, and Sudan. 2,185 former 
Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs in the 
U.S. and beyond have been brought 
to faith in Christ and baptized 
through these efforts. 

POBLO Expands to Metro
By Nader Alaraj, 
POBLO Missionary

Continued on page 8

Students and leaders begin a POBLO class with a prayer. Photo 
by Nader Alaraj.
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“One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.” Psalm 145:4

“Now that God has today so 
graciously bestowed upon us an 
abundance of arts, scholars, and 

books, it is time to reap and gather 
in the best as well as we can, and 

lay up treasure in order to preserve 
for the future something from these 

years of jubilee, and not lose this 
bountiful harvest.”

Martin Luther, To the Councilmen 
of All Cities in Germany that they 
Establish and Maintain Christian 
Schools (AE, vol. 45, p. 347-378)

The Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, from its very beginning, 
has always been a teaching church. 
Christian schools, Sunday schools, 
confirmation classes, youth and 
adult Bible studies, universities and 
seminaries are in our DNA. In our 
corner of the kingdom it can truly 
be said that the mission of Christ is 
a teaching mission.

In some places, a school was 
planted before a congregation was. 
Just as in Luther’s day and in those 
early days of the LCMS, we now 
have the opportunity to use the 
abundance of God’s first article gifts 
in educating God’s people, both old 
and young. 

To strengthen our participation in 
the teaching mission of Christ, the 
Minnesota South District through 

its 2015 convention and Board of 
Directors has authorized the To All 
Generations appeal. Its theme verse 
says it so well: “One generation 
shall commend your works to 
another, and shall declare your 
mighty acts” (Psalm 145:4). The 
saving gospel of Jesus Christ is for 
all people of all generations, and in 
every generation teaching from the 
Word of God had led to faith and 
life for eternity. 

We live in a culture that challenges 
and opposes the One who is the 
source and sustainer of these gifts, 
which can cause tension and fear. 
Because of this reality, it is most 
important that, as stewards of these 
gifts, we refocus our energy and 
resources into enhancing Christian 
education in our district.

We do not need to be tense or 
afraid because our God never stops 
teaching us through His Holy 
Word. This teaching Word prepares 
us for life on the mission field. 
In Deuteronomy 6:6-7, our God 
encourages us to educate: 
“These commandments that I give 
you today are to be upon your 
hearts.  Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them when 
you sit at home and when you walk 
along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up.”

Funds raised will provide seed 
money in the form of grants 
enhancing the quality of education 
ministries through innovative 
processes, leadership development, 
collaborative efforts, and the use 
of technology. We believe these 
initiatives will be most effective 
when congregations and schools 
work together to implement them. 

The To All Generations appeal is 
designed to encourage our renewed 
focus on Christian education. We 
invite you get acquainted with the 
exciting initiatives of the To All 
Generations appeal as we provide 
materials to your leaders and 
congregations. As God blesses this 
special appeal, we in the Minnesota 
South District will better reach the 
hearts of those inside the church 
and out as we share Jesus’ love 
and forgiveness. We know that 
a gift to this appeal is a gift to all 
generations and, we invite you to 
join us. 

Please pray about how you and 
your congregation can get involved. 
May God richly bless our efforts to 
disciple the saved and reach out to 
the lost!

Our congregation struggles with 
enough financial support to keep 
our ministry alive. We rarely talk 
about stewardship. Why should we 
consider involvement in the To All 
Generations appeal?
The To All Generations appeal is 
designed to help congregations 
achieve two distinct objectives:
Stewardship: Participating 
congregations will receive 
encouragement and training for 
implementing a congregational 
first-fruits giving stewardship 
program. This will be a direct 
benefit to the congregation’s local 
mission and the overall mission of 
the Minnesota South District.

Appeal: Participating congregations 
will receive training and resources 
for inviting individual gifts 
from their members for To All 
Generations.

What are the financial goals for 
the To All Generations appeal?
• Increase our support for the 

ongoing ministries in our 
church and district

• Present gifts of $3,000,000 in 
initial cash gifts and/or three-
year commitments toward the 
Christian education initiatives

We have received strong indication 
for support toward the Christian 
education initiatives of the To 
All Generations appeal. Based on 
recommendations, the following 
goals of individual gifts and three 
year commitments are possible, all 
with the Lord’s blessings.

Recommended Goal:
$1,500,000

Challenge Goal:
$2,250,000

Celebration Goal:
$3,000,000

How are gifts generated?
We rely on the power of God’s 
Word to motivate God’s people in 
supporting the To All Generations 
appeal. Resources will be shared 
with the local congregation during 
the effort. Leaders will have 
options on how best to distribute 
material with members of their 
congregations.

What initiatives are supported by 
the To All Generations appeal?
• Strengthen education ministries 

through grants allocated in the 
following areas:

 o Enhance the quality of 
Lutheran schools and 
education ministries (birth - 
high school)

 o Encourage opportunities in 
parish education

 o Plant new schools & early 
childhood centers

 o Support educational 
leadership and continuing 
education

• Develop unified marketing 
strategies

• Increase efforts toward parental 
choice in education

How soon will congregations and 
schools be able to access grant 
funds?
At this time,the process of applying 
for a grant is still being finalized. 
We anticipate that funds will begin 
to be made available by the District 
Convention in June, 2017. The To 
All Generations appeal is a three 
year funding effort which will 
extend into the years of 2019 and 
2020.

To All Generations:
Making an Impact 

for Eternity

To All Generations:
Questions and Answers

Basic questions about the details of the appeal; more information will be available as the appeal is 
publicly launched in District congregations.

Learn more about To All Generations and watch the video at mnsdistrict.org/tag
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Stories From the Mission Field: 
Missionaries in Their Own Words
One of the ushers nudged me after worship and asked me if I had seen a couple standing in the back. I had. They 
had walked in during the beginning of worship. They never sat down. They just watched. The usher had talked to 
them a little bit and tried to get to know them. They responded, but they definitely had some defensive walls up. 
It turns out they were coming to see what this new church was like. They never thought a church could be in a 
public school. I see their attendance as a blessing. They might have never been comfortable enough to walk into 
a church building. But this was a different environment. This was something new. This was something they were 
curious about. They just had to see it for themselves.
 -Rev. Jon Kuehne, Woodbury Lutheran Church—Liberty Ridge Campus

This month has been a month full of challenging and though-provoking questions. The Muslim student from 
Saudi Arabia who attends ULC’s catechesis class asked “What happens to people who don’t believe that Jesus is 
the Son of God and their Savior?” and “What about the people who never hear about Jesus?” What about her 
friends in Saudi Arabia who aren’t allowed to speak of religions other than Islam, much less study them? Here in 
the United States God has allowed us much freedom to share the Gospel with our family, friends, acquaintanc-
es and even strangers. Give thanks to God for allowing us this blessing, that students are coming from ‘closed’ 
countries to hear Christ’s message right here in the States.
 -Rebecca Schaff, Campus Evangelist, University Lutheran Chapel, Minneapolis

2017 District-Supported 
Missions and Missionaries

Concordia University, St. Paul Campus Ministry
Rev. Tom Gundermann and DCE Shelly Schwalm
Hosanna Highland Lutheran Church 
Campus Ministry (Mankato)
Rev. Darren Scruggs and Sarah Mikul, evangelist
LINC-Twin Cities
Rev. Ben Griffin
Our Saviour’s Hmong Ministry (St. Paul)
Rev. Chong Toua Vang
POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach)
Nader and Georgette Alaraj, Bloomington   
John and Maryam Gayed, Rochester
ReDO (Church/Fitness Center, Shepherd of the 
Valley, Hastings)
Rev. Chad Kirchoff

Remedy Church 
(New Church Incubator Plant #1, Oakdale) 
Rev. Andy Audette
St. Stephanus Hmong (St. Paul)
Rev. Yia Vang
University Lutheran Chapel Campus Ministry 
(University of MN)
Rev. David Kind and Rebecca Schaff, evangelist
UpWorks Christian Community Development 
(St. Paul)
DCO Sue Hewitt
Woodbury Lutheran Church (Site #3)
Rev. Jon Kuehne

We invite you to use this list in your personal and corporate prayers, that these leaders would be 
strengthened in their efforts to reach people with the good news of Jesus.

POBLO has also helped to meet 
basic physical and social needs 
of thousands of immigrants and 
refugees in California, Illinois, 
Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, New York, and 
Wisconsin. Beyond the U.S., 
POBLO has worked in a number 
of Middle Eastern and Southeast 
Asian countries. 

In the past eight years, we have 
scaled down our international 
efforts to focus more specifically 
on the significant and growing 
needs we see in our own frontyard. 
However, there is still a strong 
church-planting effort in North 
India and Pakistan, where POBLO 
missionaries continue to bring 

POBLO

the Gospel message to Muslims, 
Hindus, and Sikhs in that region of 
the world.

Natalia, left, engages with a volunteer during ESL class at 
Mount Hope. Photo by Nader Alaraj.

Continued from page 4
One look into the eyes of a 
Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) 
K-9 Comfort Dog says it all: they 
are here to love. And that’s precisely 
what Gideon, the first Comfort Dog 
in the Minnesota South District, is 
doing.

Sponsored by St. Michael’s 
Lutheran Church in Bloomington, 
Gideon was a long time coming. He 
arrived in August 2016, two-and-a-
half years after St. Michael’s began 
the process of receiving a comfort 
dog. Typically, the process to train 
and identify a Comfort Dog for a 
congregation is a year-and-a-half. 
However, a few different delays 
in the process made the waiting 
process that much longer, yet well 
worth it.

Since Gideon arrived, he’s made 
a routine of visiting schools, 
eldercare communities, a hospice 
center, church events, and even the 
Mall of America. It’s in these visits 
and appearances that God uses 
Gideon to give his handlers the 
opportunity to speak the Gospel 
to people that might not otherwise 
hear about Jesus.

The K-9 Comfort Dog program was 
started by LCC in the aftermath 
of the 2008 Northern Illinois 
University shooting. Since then, 
the program has grown to include 
more than 70 dogs serving across 
the country. 

Visit facebook.com/
gideoncomfortdog for more info!

The Impact of Comfort Dog Ministry

A resident of a hospice center 
pets Gideon during one of his 
regular visits. Photo by Dianne 
Williams.
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How have you experienced joy in 
this new role?
I end most days in joy-filled awe 
at seeing the hand of God at work! 
I feel like the unique challenges 
and ministry of LINC are exactly 
what I am made for and have been 
enjoying every new connection, 
new leader and each new gospel 
spreading opportunity! I have 
also enjoyed working alongside 
of amazing leaders like Pastor 
Demelash Yoseph, a fellow LINC 
pastor in the Twin Cities. He has 
helped oversee 16 new churches 
across the country and by the end 
of 2017 plans to see 4 more!

New District LCEF Vice President
We welcome Kai Larson as the 
new Minnesota South District Vice 
President of LCEF! Kai succeeds 
Kurt Fuhr, who now serves as LCEF 
Central Region Vice President.
 
Kai comes to LCEF with a 
communications degree from 
Minnesota State University and has 
worked in various roles in sales, 
banking, and management for the 
past 14 years in Minnesota and 
most recently with New York Life 
in Edina.

Kai and his wife Kimberly have 
been married for 5.5 years and 
have one child, Paige (4). They 
are members of Beautiful Savior, 
Plymouth. His Dad was an LCMS 

pastor who served in a variety of 
roles and districts in the upper 
Midwest. He knows the LCMS 
culture, has a strong banking 
background, and looks forward 
to building relationships with 
congregations, pastors, and leaders.

You can reach Kai at (952) 223-2163 
or Kai.Larson@LCEF.org. LCEF District Vice President

Kai Larson. 
Photo provided by LCEF.

How can we pray for LINC and 
you in this transition?
You can join me in praising God 
for His good work in our city and 
asking Him to continue to raise 
up new gospel centered Kingdom 
workers. The harvest is plentiful 
and the workers are few. 
Lord, would you raise up leaders 
for your kingdom work? And if 
you would like to join a circle of 
prayer around one of our leaders 
or partner in any other way, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at ben@
linctwincities.org.

LINC

Stay Connected

eNews
Do you wish to receive our weekly 
District eNews? Send an email to 
communications@mnsdistrict.org 
to receive this resource and learn 
more about upcoming events and 
opportunities to serve and connect.

District App
In mid-May, we’re releasing our 
first-ever district app, which will 
be available for free on iOS and 
Android devices. This app is made 
possible thanks to a partnership 
with Concordia Plan Services. 
You’ll be able to access some of the 
most popular parts of our website 
in addition to wellness resources 
from Concordia Plan Services. 

Social Media
Like us on Facebook, follow us on 
Twitter, and add us on Instagram! 
Our username on all three is 
@mnsdistrict.

Continued from page 7

*Restrictions apply; visit lcef.org for details.

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-
insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation 
to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer 
is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering 
Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. ConnectPLUS is not available to 
investors in Ohio or Pennsylvania. StewardAccount access services are offered through 
UMB Bank n.a.                    March 2017

10733 Sunset Office Drive
Suite 300
St. Louis, MO 63127-1020
800-843-5233
lcef.org

2.0%*    >  PartnerPLUS 
A fixed-rate term note  
for existing LCEF investors.

3.0%*   >  ConnectPLUS 
A fixed-rate term note  
for new LCEF investors.

1.0%     >  Family Emergency  
StewardAccount® 

Prepare for the unexpected. 

3.5%*   >  Young Investors (Y.I.) 
StewardAccount 
Where saving money is fun...  
and helps others learn  
about Jesus.

2-year term or 

2.5%*
4-year term

Rooted in Christ
With Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF), your invested dollars are 
empowering Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod ministries in Kingdom work.

LCEF offers investments for everyone from babies to grandparents. Invest today! 
For rates and details, visit lcef.org or call 800-843-5233.

For as the soil makes 

the sprout come up 

and a garden causes 

seeds to grow, so the 

Sovereign Lord will make 

righteousness and praise 

spring up before all nations.

Isaiah 61:11
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