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FEATURED  SECTIONAL  #202 | ALISON JOHNSON & LYNN GEHRKE 
 

SCHOOL-WIDE CURRICULUM  MAPPING 
The Why, How, & Results 

Alison Johnson & Lynn Gehrke will co-present this session for teachers and administrators who want to 
know more about developing a curriculum map for the school. The session will include reasons a 
curriculum map is necessary for effective teaching, team communication, and communication with 
families. Alison and Lynn will share suggestions you can follow to create your curriculum map. Finally, hear 
what happened after one team created a curriculum map.  

Lynn Gehrke—see bio above 

Alison Johnson began in California’s public system as a physical education teacher and adapted 
physical education teacher. In 1997, she moved into administration in Pleasanton, CA. She later 
relocated to work at Hamline University as School Relations Coordinator. Since 2006, she’s 
served at Trinity Academy of Hudson . She’s currently their Principal and Director of 
Educational Ministries. Her ministry work at Trinity is a highlight of her career. She and her 
husband have three grown sons. Alison received her B.A. from University of the Pacific, her Tier 
II Education Administration degree from Cal State, Hayward, and her M.A. in Educational 
Administration from the University of San Francisco.  

Group level: All school levels (meets MN mandatory requirements for accommodations, modifications, and 
adaptations) 

FEATURED  SECTIONAL  #102 | LYNN GEHRKE  
 

TEACHING  & EVALUATING  21ST-CENTURY  SKILLS 
Higher-Order Thinking, Problem-Solving, & Creativity 

 

There’s a lot of buzz in the field of education about developing 21st-century skills in our students. What 
does that look like? Why is that important? Why is problem solving and creative thinking about those 
problems more important than recall of facts? We will talk about the importance of those skills, how to 
incorporate them in the curriculum, and how a teacher might evaluate those skills. 

Lynn Gehrke served as a long-term K-6 substitute and then as a 5th grade teacher in the Mora 
Public School District until 1993. She was then teacher / director at Zion Lutheran Preschool in 
Mora, MN, until 1999, when she began her career at Concordia University in St. Paul. Lynn now 
serves as the Chair of the Department of Teacher Education at CSP. This work and ministry 
allow her to use the experiences from her long career in education. Lynn and her husband have 
two married sons and five grandchildren. Lynn received her B.A. and M.A.Ed. from Concordia 
University, St. Paul and her Ph.D. in Curriculum & Instruction from the University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities.  

Group level: All school levels 

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/education-conference
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SECTIONAL  DESCRIPTIONS  
 

Choose one sectional for each session. Record the number of the sectional on your registration form.  

100  IDENTITY & PURPOSE IN A POST-CHRISTENDOM CONTEXT | PASTOR JEFF CLOETER 
 

We are living in the cultural shift from Christendom to post-Christendom. Our assumptions about ministry have changed. 
Pastor Jeff Cloeter deals with key ministry challenges by addressing fundamental needs for identity and purpose. What 
necessary skills and practices must teachers, pastors, and ministry leaders possess in our current era? 
 

Pastor Jeff Cloeter—see bio on page 11. 
 

 Group level: All 

 
101 LEVERAGING COMMUNICATIONS TOOLS FOR MINISTRY | BILLY SCHULTZ 
 

In a world of so many voices and messages, how can you communicate clearly and effectively so that your audience hears 
you? Learn how to utilize a variety of tools for planning and executing a communications plan.   
 

Billy Schultz serves as Director of Communications and Mission Support at the Minnesota South District, a position he has 
held since 2014. A native of Chicagoland, he graduated from Concordia University, St. Paul in 2008. He lives in Minneapolis 
with his new wife, Erica, and enjoys exploring the city, especially new restaurants and coffee shops. 

 

 Group level: All 
 

102 TEACHING AND EVALUATING 21ST-CENTURY SKILLS | LYNN GEHRKE 
 

See page 13 for details. 
 

103 NLSA ACCREDITATION FOR THE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER | CLETUS PFEIFFER 
 

National Lutheran School Accreditation has a revised accreditation process for early childhood centers. This replaces the 
2011 version and after September 1, 2018, is the only NLSA version available for early childhood centers. Get a look at the 
new process to see how it can help your center be the best it can be. 
 

Cletus Pfeiffer served three schools on a full-time basis as a classroom teacher and administrator for 42 years before 
retiring in 2007. Those three schools are Trinity in Faribault, Immanuel in Columbus, NE, and Rochester Central Lutheran in 
Rochester. Since retirement, he’s served five schools as an interim administrator. He has been the NLSA Commissioner 
since 2002. 

 

 Group level: Early childhood 
 

104 DEVELOPING PARENT PARTNERSHIP WORKSHOPS IN OUR SCHOOLS | PRES. LUCAS WOODFORD 
 

In a secular age, how can teachers best partner with parents in passing on the faith? In a distracting age, how can parents 
best partner with teachers in their child's education? This session explores the development and implementation of parent 
partnership workshops in our schools as a tool to cultivate parent involvement in both the faith life and education life of our 
students.  
 

Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford was a parish pastor in a congregation and school for 15 years and was actively involved in the life 
of the school teachers, students, and parents, creating parent partnership workshops that helped teachers and parents deal 
with the cultural chaos around us. He currently serves as the Minnesota South District President.  
 

Group level: All school levels 
 

 
 

Session #1: 11:15 AM – 12:15 PM 

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/education-conference
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105 SOCIAL ANXIETY DISORDER—MORE THAN JUST A SHY CHILD | DEACONESS KRISTINE HANSON 
 

Speaking from personal experience, this presentation helps those who work with children discern between  
typical shy behavior and Social Anxiety Disorder, also known as Social Phobia. 
 

Deaconess Kristine Hanson is a graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana. She serves  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chatfield, MN. She makes her home with her husband, two dogs, and two cats. 
 

Group level: All (meets MN mandatory requirements for accommodations, modifications, and adaptations) 
 

106 ENDING THE SILENCE THROUGH EDUCATION: PREVENTING CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE | JOANNA LANE 
 

Participants will learn what sexual abuse is, who is likely to be an offender, and who is likely to be a victim. Participants will 
learn how to handle reports of sexual abuse and how to appropriately talk to children about sexual abuse safety. They will 
learn how to be a caregiver that respects children and their bodies and how to actively work to prevent sexual abuse.  
 

JoAnna Lane is a stay-at-home mom to three small children and the head volleyball coach at Faribault High School. She has 
her masters degree in social work and is passionate about working to bring light and hope to the darkness through sexual 
abuse education, prevention, and healing. She is a lifelong LCMS member. 
 

Group level: All 
 

107 BUILDING MEANINGFUL BRIDGES TO YOUR COMMUNITY | DR. PHILLIP JOHNSON 
 

In the culture of your school and church, there is an important piece that must be present if you are going to gain a hearing 
for the Gospel. Building the bridge is all about…  
 

Dr. Phillip Johnson has served for over 30 years with a focus on developing and strengthening mission-focused vision in 
people of faith. His ministry path has led him to serve congregations in Nebraska and Colorado, teach at Concordia 
University, St. Paul, and serve on the staff of the Minnesota South District Office (his current location).  
 

Group level: All 
 

108 MOTIVATING STUDENTS THROUGH CLASSROOM GAMES | ANDREW BOLL 
 

In a perfect world, kids would love learning for its own sake and be entirely intrinsically motivated. But in our fallen world, 
kids sometimes need incentives to do their best on the work God has given them in the classroom. This workshop will 
provide ways to get your students excited about some extrinsic rewards they can earn by working diligently. Best of all, it 
won't have you constantly running to the store to buy little prizes!  
 

Andrew Boll has taught students of all ages from K-12 during his 15 years of teaching. His passions include children, 
literature, writing, and games. He is also the author of three books: The Hero and the Dragon: Building Christian Character 
through Fantasy Fiction, a Bible study titled Building Christian Character through The Hobbit, and a daily devotional book titled 
The Armory: Equipping Warriors of the Faith. 
 

Group level: Elementary, high school, & middle school (meets MN mandatory requirements for accommodations, 
modifications, and adaptations) 
 

109 QPR: RECOGNIZING EARLY WARNING SIGNS OF MENTAL ILLNESS | MARILYN DORNFELD 
 

Question, Persuade, Prefer is a suicide prevention presentation. This will help the audience learn how to question someone 
who is suicidal, persuade them to stay alive, and refer them to appropriate help and support. 
 

Marilyn Dornfeld, Director of Adult Programs at NAMI Minnesota is a former educator in St Paul Public Schools with a 
Masters of Education. After the illness of her son, she became involved with NAMI Minnesota. She is a Family-to-Family 
teacher, trainer, and manager of NAMI’s adult programs and support groups. She is certified to teach numerous programs 
on mental illness and suicide prevention. 
 

Group level: All (meets MN mandatory requirements for suicide prevention)

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/education-conference
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200 FROM RESOULUTION TO TRANSFORMATION: TAKING CONFLICT TO THE NEXT LEVEL | HEATH LEWIS 
 

As long as the Church is filled with sinners, there will be conflict. Rather than simply managing or resolving our differences, 
how can we use these conflicts as moments of transformation and growth—both personally and organizationally? In this 
session, we will explore biblical and organizational principles to help advance the mission of the Church as we discover the 
power of conflict transformation. 
 

Heath Lewis served as a DCE in Oklahoma City for 10 years before making the Twin Cities home to serve as a faculty 
member at Concordia University, St. Paul. Since 2015, he has been training future church workers as the Director of CSP's 
DCE program and teaching courses in theology and ministry. To learn more about Heath's professional and educational 
history, please visit heathlewis.net. 
 

Group level: All  

  
201 LIFTED, GIFTED, BLESSED: 3 STEPS TO TEEN MINDSET TRANSFORMATION | MELINDA O’CONNOR 
 

We plant seeds for the future that we may never see take root or flourish. Yet we have been called to form the minds and 
characters of young adults. What an incredible endeavor! During this collaborative hour, we will walk through ideas to 
connect teens with their community. While the goal is to transform the mindsets of teens, it starts with you choosing to be 
lifted, gifted, and blessed. 
 

Melinda O’Connor leads professional development workshops for teachers to empower all students to believe in their 
ability to learn. She spent 17 years in the formal education setting, as both a science educator and school administrator. She 
lives in rural Minnesota with her farmer husband and their crop of four children. Ever grateful and blessed with abundance 
in life, she desires to inspire others to create transformation wherever they may be planted. 
 

Group level: DCE / DCO, middle school, & high school 
 

202 SCHOOL-WIDE CURRICULUM MAPPING | ALISON JOHNSON & LYNN GEHRKE 
 

See page 13 for details. 
 

203 BOOST EDUCATION EFFECTIVENESS IN YOUR CHURCH TOMORROW | LAURA LANGHOFF ARNDT 
 

This session begins with answering this question: “What does effective education look like in the church?” Participants will 
use an evaluation tool to look at education in their church from an effectiveness standpoint. This will help identify areas 
that need a boost and how to help do that. We will look at the culture of adult Bible study, children's messages, youth Bible 
studies, training teachers / facilitators, and more!   
 

Laura Langhoff Arndt is the author and founder of the Carpenter’s Ministry Toolbox (a Christian education resource 
ministry). She holds an M.A. in Classroom Instruction. She is a teacher and DCE with administrative experience. She has a 
passion to increase the standard of education in the church and to help Lutheran schools be all that they can be.  
 

Group level: DCE / DCO  
 

204 DEALING WITH CULTURAL CHAOS: TEACHING TRUTH IN A SECULAR WORLD | PRES. LUCAS WOODFORD 
 

In an intolerant world that is increasingly hostile to the Gospel, how do teachers and Lutheran schools come alongside 
secular or nominal Christian students and families in their classrooms to teach them truth in the love of Christ? This session 
deals with the challenges of teaching students (and parents) coming from a secular and chaotic world. It looks to give 
educators some encouragement and confidence to help both students and parents in the life of faith and learning. 
 

Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford—see bio on page 14. 
 

 Group level: All 
 

Session #2: 2:30 – 3:30 PM 

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/education-conference
http://www.heathlewis.net/
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205 LEADING WITH YOUR STRENGTHS | JOEL SCHUESSLER 
 

Learn how your God-given strengths can enhance your ministry. With Joel’s help, you’ll improve leadership  
self-awareness and maximize your team’s productivity. Take your leadership performance to the next level. 
 

Joel Schuessler serves as a professor of IT Management at Concordia University, St. Paul.  To complement his  
teaching ministry, he also serves as a certified strengths/teams coach through Equip2Equip. His primary passion and love 
are for his wife, Stacey, and two children, Cole and Myia. His daily goal is to “share God’s grace through learning.”  
 

Group level: All 
 

206 CREATE VS. CONSUME: TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION | COREY NELSON 
 

Technology integration in the classroom is great, but how is it being integrated? This session will explore the concepts of 
creating vs. consuming with technology. Resources for technology creation will be shared, as well as ways to keep up with 
creative technology developments! Additionally, information will be shared about the TEC21 opportunity for teachers to 
add tech tools to their toolboxes!  
 

Corey Nelson teaches at Rochester Central Lutheran School. This year will be his 26th year teaching, with 20 of those years 
at RCLS. Currently, he has an 8th grade homeroom and teaches middle school math and technology. Beginning this year, he 
is also a TEC21 site facilitator in the Minnesota South District.  
 

Group level: All school levels (meets MN mandatory requirements for technology) 
 

207 ALICE TRAINING | JOHN AUNON 
 

ALICE is the leading training solution that increases an organization’s and individual’s odds of survival during a violent 
intruder event. ALICE, which stands for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, and Evacuate, is a post-Columbine, Virginia 
Tech, Sandy Hook strategy that goes beyond the conventional lockdown. 
 

John Aunan is a Risk Control Consultant for Church Mutual Insurance Company, covering Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, and 
the Dakotas. John has 11 years of risk management consulting experience. John's areas of expertise include building 
valuation, security assessments, workers compensation, and liability hazard assessments. He is certified in ALICE and 
Ergonomics. 
 

Group level: All 
 

208 BEST LEADERSHIP THROUGH COACHING | PASTOR TODD STOCKER 
 

What if you could lead in such a way that reduces stress and increases impact? This conversation helps you, the Christian 
education leader, take your personal effectiveness to the next level by learning a new way to lead people through simple 
questions and conversations. You'll learn basic coaching skills that raise effectiveness in your work and personal life. If you 
want to learn new skills in leading your staff, volunteers, and even your own family, this session is perfect for you. 
 

Pastor Todd Stocker lives in the Twin Cities. He is a pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Hudson and is a ministry and 
business coach at Christian Leaders Coaching. He has authored 10 books, including Refined, Dancing with God, and most 
recently, Anchored — Finding Stability in a World Gone Adrift. 
 

Group level: All 
 

209 CREATING CARING FAITH COMMUNITIES IN MINNESOTA: 5 THINGS YOU CAN DO | MARILYN DORNFELD 
 

Learn about mental illnesses, the impact of negative attitudes, and five things each of us can do to make Minnesota a better 
place for people who experience a mental illness. This one-hour class is for faith communities interested in learning about 
mental illnesses and helping to change attitudes toward mental illnesses. 
 

Marilyn Dornfeld—see bio on page 15. 
 

Group level: All (meets MN mandatory requirements for understanding key warning signs of early-onset mental illness) 
 

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/education-conference
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300 DCE MEETING (OFFSITE) 
 

 All DCE, DCO, and affiliated members: please join us for our fall association meeting. The meeting will be at Pub 500 (500 S. 
Front St., Mankato) for happy hour! The meeting will start at 3:45 PM. We will be holding our Executive Board elections and  
discussing the upcoming year’s calendar. Appetizers and drinks will be provided by the MNS DCE Association.  

 

Group level: DCE / DCO 
 

301 CURRICULUM & ASSESSMENTS THAT DEMONSTRATE STUDENT LEARNING| MELINDA O’CONNOR 
 

The day-to-day demands of lesson planning, grading, student behavior, and parent emails do not allow time to analyze how 
much learning is actually taking place. During this interactive presentation, we will explore steps for schools and classroom 
teachers to develop curriculum and create assessments that lead to demonstrated student learning. Using the steps 
presented will inform instruction and improve collaboration among teachers, students, parents, and administrators.  
 

Melinda O’Connor—see bio on page 16. 
 

Group level: All school levels (meets MN mandatory requirements for accommodations, modifications, and adaptations) 
 

302 CHRISTIANS: ON OUR WAY TO FULL CITIZENSHIP | REV. FREDRIC HINZ 
 

Are you a citizen . . . a FULL citizen . . . of the United States? You may think you are, but when it comes to education funding, 
Christians (and all religious people) have been systematically denied some basic benefits other citizens have enjoyed. Learn 
about several developments that have come out of the courts over the past two years—developments that provide new 
opportunities to proclaim the Gospel through the revitalized ministry of our Lutheran schools! 
 

Rev. Fredric Hinz, LCMS Public Policy Advocate for the MN South and North Districts, is a graduate of Mayer Lutheran 
High School, Concordia Seward, Chicago State University, and Luther Northwestern Seminary. Fred has taught biological 
science at both high school and college levels, owned and operated a chain of retail shoe stores, and served as a parish 
pastor in St. James, MN, and Gaylord, MN. Fred advocates for pro-life, religious liberty, enhanced parental choice in 
education, and the Christian view of marriage and family. He and his wife, Rachel, have been married for 40 years. They 
have three married children and 10 grandchildren—so far.  
 

Group level: All 
 

303 10 SURVIVAL TIPS FOR STRUGGLING LUTHERAN SCHOOLS | LAURA LANGHOFF ARNDT 
 

In this session, you’ll use an evaluation tool to look at your school from different perspectives. From knowing the 
competition in your area and your values to board governance and finance, seeing your school objectively from different 
perspectives gives valuable information that will help your school stay strong for the future.  
 

Laura Langhoff Arndt—see bio on page 16. 
 

Group level: Elementary, middle school, & high school 
 

304 MOVING FORWARD FROM TRADITIONAL GRADING | SETH WINTER 
 

Our traditional grading system has roots in factory work. When schools resembled factories, it may have had a place. Ready 
to move to a 21st-century system of identifying student learning progress? Come discuss grading practices, strategies how 
to change, and learn how to "sell" it to the naysayers.  
 

Seth Winter has served as a teacher, content coach, dean of curriculum, and administrator at a variety of schools, both 
public and private. He is currently the principal at Faribault Lutheran School in Faribault, MN.   
 

Group level: Elementary, middle school, & high school 
 

Session #3: 3:45 – 4:45 PM 

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/education-conference
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305 GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL: 20/20 VISION FOR LUTHERAN EDUCATION |  
KELLY LAMKIN & MELISSA LAMKIN 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran High School is a high school plant planned to start in 2020 in the far NW 
corner of the greater metro—Rogers, Otsego, Elk River. GSLHS will provide an innovative, nurturing 
environment that is strongly connected and collaborative with our Lutheran education communities in churches, early 
childhood centers, elementary schools, and other Lutheran high schools. 
 

Kelly Lamkin, M.S. Ed., M.A., has been in Lutheran education for more than 20 years as a high school teacher and 
administrator. Kelly's desire is to see our Lutheran schools and system grow both in terms of collaborative opportunities 
and additional school ministries.  
 

Melissa Lamkin holds a B.S. in Social Work with Lay Ministry certification from Concordia University Wisconsin and is 
working on her masters in education. She is passionate about the future of Christian education and has a serious interest 
because of her five young children. 
 

Group level: All 
 

306 CREATE VS. CONSUME: TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION | COREY NELSON 
 

This is a repeat sectional. See information on page 17. 
 

307 PROTECTING YOUR YOUTH AND CYBERBULLYING IN SCHOOLS | JOHN AUNAN 
 

Risk management presentation on sexual misconduct avoidance with youth and cyberbullying in the school setting.  
 

John Aunan—see bio on page 17. 
 

Group level: All 
 

 308 INSPIRING CREATIVE WRITING THROUGH MUSIC | ANDREW BOLL 
 

Every writer knows that the hardest part of writing is getting started, and every teacher knows that the hardest part of 
getting students to write is inspiring them with fresh ideas. This workshop will provide some fantastic tools for both 
teachers and writers, opening new avenues for generating endless writing prompts and making writing fun again.  
 

Andrew Boll—see bio on page 15. 
 

Group level: Elementary, middle school, & high school (meets MN mandatory requirements for middle school & high school 
reading) 
 

309 CONTINUING EDUCATION & RELICENSURE | RELICENSURE COMMITTEE 
 

If you have questions about renewing your Minnesota State Teaching License, this sectional is for you. The Relicensure 
Committee will provide an overview of procedures and requirements for relicensure and renewal for those who hold a 
Minnesota teaching license. Time will be allotted for questions and discussion.  
 

Group level: Elementary, middle school, & high school (meets MN mandatory requirements for accommodations, 
modifications, and adaptations) 
 

310 CURRICULUM TRAK: CURRICULUM MAPPING MADE EASY | MIKE VANDER BERG 
 

Curriculum Trak was designed to simplify the process of curriculum mapping for teachers and administrators. It is 
extremely powerful, completely customizable and yet, can be learned in less than 30 minutes.  Come to our sectional to see 
for yourself!  
 

Mike Vander Berg is a former educator and current entrepreneur who is passionate about helping schools. He started his 
career teaching high school math and technology at two schools in the Midwest. Acting on his desire to create a product to 
assist Christian schools, Mike created Dynamic Internet Solutions (DIS). Seeing the need for a better and more affordable 
cloud based curriculum mapping product, Mike developed Curriculum Trak for public, private, and faith-based schools. He 
and his wife have three children. 
 

Group level: Elementary 

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/education-conference



