
MN SOUTH DISTRICT
GUIDANCE FOR MAKING CHANGES TO CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

From time to time congregations make changes to their constitution and bylaws. If your 
congregation is in the process of making such changes, please note the following:

1. If new or amended documents have been, or will be, recorded with a local County 
Recorder or the Minnesota Secretary of State, then the congregation must seek the 
assistance of a lawyer.

2. Congregations are strongly encouraged to refer to: (i) The Lutheran Church -Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) Guidelines for the Constitutions and Bylaws of Lutheran Congregations 
and (ii) the MN South District (MNS) Checklist for New/Revised Constitutions. Both 
documents are posted on the MNS District website: www.mnsdistrict.org > 
Congregations > Constitutions and Bylaws (http://www.mnsdistrict.org/congregations).

3. The Constitution and Membership Committee of the MNS District (The Committee) 
only reviews documents which have been adopted by the congregation, not draft 
documents. Therefore a congregation should only submit documents which have been 
formally adopted by the Voters’ Assembly of the congregation. The adopting language 
shall state that the documents will become effective only when they have been approved 
by the MNS Board of Directors. The Board of Directors will notify the congregation when 
the documents have been approved. The documents must include the date on which 
they were adopted by the congregation.

4. The Committee needs five (5) copies of the documents which are being submitted: (i) 
adopted constitution, (ii) adopted bylaws, and (iii) certified Certificate of Incorporation or 
Articles of Incorporation. If fewer copies are received, The Committee will request the 
necessary number of copies before beginning the review of your documents. The 
documents are to be sent to The Committee chair, Rev. Harold Storm, no later than 
twenty-one (21) days prior to the Committee meeting date.
 
a. Meetings are normally held on the third Friday of January, April, August, and 
November (http://www.mnsdistrict.org/calendar/). The deadline date is published in the 
District eNews (http://www.mnsdistrict.org/publications/).

b. Chair of The Committee Rev. Harold Storm, St. John Lutheran Church, 23677 -491st 
Ave., Gaylord, MN 55334. Phone number: 507-237-2782.

5. The Committee merely reviews the documents submitted by the congregation and 
makes a recommendation to the Board of Directors regarding the approval of the 
documents.
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