
patient as she realized how patient
God is with her. She became less
anxious as she trusted God’s 
promises to be with her and help 
her. Real love became a part of her
relationships as she realized that
God loved her unconditionally, 
all the time. 

Hope For You

I also consider Jesus my source
for hope in any circumstance. I like
to think of him as the original Hope
and the originator of hope. Jesus is
the only flawless person. His history
dates back thousands of years before
the Hope Diamond, to before the 
creation of the world. Unlike the
Hope Diamond, his current condition
is the same as his original perfect
condition. Jesus meets our need 
for hope perfectly, without flaws,
right where we are, whatever our
condition.

In my experience as a Christian
pastor, I have found that placing
hope in Jesus changes the way 
people act, how they deal with 
others, and how they respond to life.
People who have this hope—the
hope that doesn’t change with any
circumstance and reaches beyond
this life into eternity—see everything
differently, even suffering and death.

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆  
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f o c a l
p o i n t

The Hope Diamond is kept 
in the Smithsonian Institution, in
Washington, D.C., where you can
stop by and see it. But Jesus is with
you right now. You don’t need to go
anywhere special to meet him. He
offers you true, perfect, everlasting,
never-failing, always-available, 
life-changing hope. He invites you 
to place your hopeless situations in
his hands. You can ask for his help
by telling him what’s in your heart.
Perhaps you’d like to use words 
like these:

Jesus, in so many ways my 
life seems to be sinking into 
hopelessness. I’ve been looking 
for hope in all the wrong places 
and not found anything that 
lasts. I want to place my hope 
in you, because you are 
flawless, unchangeable, 
and eternal. I need your 
perfect hope to change 
the way I see my life. Amen.

There’s a modern-day translation
of the Bible called “The Message”
and I like the way it expresses the
thirteenth verse from chapter fifteen
of the book of Romans:  “May the
God of green hope fill you up with joy,
fill you up with peace, so that your
believing lives, filled with the life-giving
energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over
with hope!” 

6FE24

That verse is a real gem. Green
hope! I like that. Green stands for
growth and life. That’s my prayer 
for you—that the God of growing
hope will bring you joy and peace!

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

If you would like more helpful
resources for dealing with life’s 
challenges, or would like to talk 
with someone in your area about
hope in Jesus, please call us at 
1-800-876-9880.

Tim Wesemann writes inspirational non-
fiction, children’s literature, and devotions
from his home in St. Louis, Missouri.
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THE GEM 
CALLED HOPE

Recently I was reading an article
about the Hope Diamond. It was 
fascinating. My curiosity was piqued
because I figured that whoever owns
the diamond must have an amazing
life—lots of money, no concerns, 
and days filled with hope. I even
wondered if the diamond earned 
its name because of the hope that
comes with such a valuable object.

The article proved me wrong on
all accounts. The diamond was
named Hope after one of its owners,
Henry Hope. The
diamond’s owners
usually expected
the gem to bring
them joy or 
pleasure, but 
it seems to have
done exactly 
the opposite. 
In fact, some 
people believed 
the diamond 
cursed whoever 
possessed it.

Like the 
owners of the
Hope Diamond,
I’ve looked for hope in all the wrong
places plenty of times. How about you?
Please tell me I’m not the only one!

A Gem Called Hope

The Hope Diamond is a flawless
blue gem. Its known history dates
back to the 1600s, when it was 
purchased as a 112-carat diamond.
Over three centuries the diamond
was cut down at least twice to its
present weight of 45.52 carats.

The legend of the Hope Diamond
starts in India. It is said that the 
original stone was stolen centuries
ago off a statue of a Hindu goddess.
From there it ended up in France,
owned by, and stolen from, several
kings and queens. Everyone wanted 
a piece of this gem.

In the 1800s, the Henry Hope
family, for whom the diamond is
named, owned the gem. It was
passed down for several generations,
but finally was sold to pay off 
gambling debts.

The diamond’s last private owner
was an unfortunate woman named
Evalyn Walsh McLean. After Mrs.
McLean bought the diamond, tragedy
struck her family. Her nine-year-old
son died in a car crash, her daughter
committed suicide at age 25, and her
husband was declared insane and
confined to a mental institution until
his death. Mrs. McLean wanted the 
diamond to go to her grandchildren
when she died, but they had to sell 
it to pay off her debts.

It doesn’t seem like the Hope
Diamond has given hope to any 
of its owners. It has given fleeting 
happiness, but not security, joy, or
opportunity. Owners of the diamond
faced as much, if not more, hardship
as we do:  personal loss, failure,
tragedy, and deep disappointment.

Not-So-Precious
Gems of Hope

Before reading the article about
the diamond, I imagined that owning
the Hope Diamond would be an
answer to my hopeful wishes. If I
owned the diamond, I could afford
to do so many things: pay all my
bills, get a car that doesn’t think 
the repair shop is its second home,
pay for a good education for my
children. But if I learned anything
from the history of the Hope
Diamond, it’s that fame and fortune
are not reliable sources of hope.

I imagine that you're reading this
because you're looking for hope. But,
like many of us, perhaps you've been
looking in the wrong places. I’ve
spent plenty of time mining for the
precious gem of hope and often 
settling for not-so-precious gems 
and weak imitations.

Some people suggest that hope 
is inside of us, and we just need to
search for it. I might find peace or

happiness for a little while in this
self-reflection, but eventually I 
disappoint myself because I always
mess up sooner or later. Then I 
seem to end up at the same place 
I started—staring hopelessness in 
the eyes. I know other people who
put their hope in a bottle of alcohol, 
a promising career, or giving their
children all the best opportunities for
success. Each one offers temporary
hope, but no lasting promises.

Jayne’s Lasting Hope

There was something different
about my friend Jayne. She had 
a rare outlook on life. She had a 
positive approach to difficult times
even though she had a rough past,
and in my eyes, a future that wasn’t
much brighter.

I asked her once how she had
such hope. She told me it wasn’t
always like that. Jayne’s husband
walked out on her and their two
children. Shortly after he left, she
learned that she was pregnant with
her third. She was in and out of
courts trying to get him to pay child
support. Unable to find a job in her
field of study, she worked two part-
time jobs to support her family. It felt
like the walls were closing in on her,
and she tasted her tears more than
food some days.

Jayne told me
that what made
the difference
was when a
neighbor, who
knew the situation,
said she had been
praying for Jayne.
Jayne had never
prayed before,
and didn’t know
how or to whom
to pray. Her
neighbor
explained that
she prayed to
Jesus, who loved
Jayne and could 

offer her deep,
lasting hope because he is God. 
Over time, this hope in Jesus
changed Jayne’s life.

Jesus gave her hope because 
he freely forgave her whenever she
gave in to self-pity or resentment.
His forgiveness even taught her how
to forgive other people, including
her ex-husband. She learned that 
forgiving doesn’t mean saying that
what her ex had done was right.
Forgiving means letting go of her
profound anger and resentment
while continuing to deal with 
the situation.

Jayne began to see how Jesus was
meeting her needs in ways she never
noticed before. She became more

Fame 
and 

fortune 
are not
reliable
sources 
of hope.

Placing hope 
in Jesus

changes the 
way people 

act, how 
they deal 

with others, 
and how 

they respond 
to life.
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