
Parental  Choice  in  Education:   
New polling reveals Minnesotans want more of it! 

 
In a newly released poll of Minnesota voters, one thing is very clear: they want more 
options to choose from when it comes to education. The poll, which was commissioned 
by the Friedman Foundation in conjunction with OAK (Opportunity for All Kids) and 
conducted in February of this year, reveals many interesting and encouraging insights, 
especially for those of us who are engaged in religious education and who have an 
interest in our LCMS schools. 
 
The results of this poll can be accessed at the Friedman Foundation website, and I would 
strongly urge you to do so. Click here to see the poll results. At that point, you can choose 
between the Full Report, the Poll Highlights and many other options.  
 
I would highly recommend that you go to the Full Report, especially pages 14 through 17. 
There, you will find a wealth of information to help you better understand the kinds of 
attitudes which Minnesotans hold with respect to the current state of education in general 
and their views on providing greater educational choice to families in particular. 
 
Selected Comments (to guide your reading): 
As you study the report, one of the first things you’ll notice is that Minnesotans hold the 
public school system in fairly high regard, with 54% giving it an A or B rating. Those 
same Minnesotans, however, give religious and private schools an even higher rating, 
with 64% receiving an A or B evaluation. Clearly, most Minnesotans do not feel that to 
favor one system necessitates that you think less of the other. (refer to Question #7) 
 
A second observation (see Question #8) reveals that there is a considerable gap between 
the schools that parents would like to send their children to and the schools those children 
actually attend. Specifically, though only 45% of respondents indicated that sending their 
child to a local public school was their first choice, in fact 85% of children in the state 
find themselves attending a public school. And likewise, though 36% of parents indicate 
that their first preference is to send their child to a religious/private school, only 8% are 
actually attending such a school. One would certainly think that it is this gap between the 
parental desires and current reality that goes a long way in explaining why additional 
school choice options seem to be so widely and intensely desired. 
 
Another important revelation in this survey has to do with the depth of the feelings that 
people hold in favor of greater educational choice. Throughout the survey you will note 
that whenever respondents are asked if they strongly favor a particular form of choice or 
strongly oppose it, those with a positive evaluation of the new option appear to 
demonstrate much greater level of passion than those opposed. 
 
With respect to the specific types of new parental choice programs that are currently 
being considered by the Minnesota legislature, the levels of support are quite impressive.  
For example, 59% of all respondents indicate a positive evaluation of Education Savings 
Accounts (ESAs/HF 1529) in general, with 32% opposed. But, when those ESAs are 
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applied specifically to “students with special needs” (those with IEPs or who have 
specific learning disability diagnoses), that level of support jumps up to 80% (15% 
opposed) with 42% strongly favorable and only 7% strongly unfavorable! Those levels of 
support are astoundingly high. And when it comes to the tax credit scholarship proposal, 
HF 1369, 65% indicated a favorable disposition while only 25% identify themselves as 
disfavoring.  
 
My final observation has to do with the low level of understanding the public has with 
regard to parental choice programs in general (i.e. ESAs, tax credit scholarships, or 
vouchers) and the implications of that lack of understanding. If you look at question #12, 
for example, where respondents are asked to indicate whether they favor or disfavor 
vouchers without first explaining what vouchers are, they indicate a 40% favorable and 
25% unfavorable split, with 35% expressing no opinion. If, however, the questioner first 
gives an explanation of what a voucher is, as they did in question #13, the favorable 
rating goes up by a staggering 24% from 40% to 64%, while the unfavorable rating 
inches up by only 6%. All of this means that we have good reason to be bold and 
outgoing in our efforts to explain to people what parental choice programs are all about.  
 
To put it another way, parental choice in education makes sense to people and they will 
support it once they understand it. So, of course, that means we must first understand 
these various approaches to parental choice ourselves, so that we can, in turn, explain it to 
our parents, to our school community, and to our friends and neighbors, so that they, in 
turn, can explain it to those that represent them in the legislature and the governor’s office. 
Certainly, this means that we at the MN South District are called on to help provide this 
understanding.                    
 
Conclusion: 
As I think you can see, these survey results are potentially very good news for the 
children and families of this state, and should give us great encouragement. Clearly, the 
voters of Minnesota are beginning to understand that a good healthy educational system 
is one in which parents are given real choice between high-quality government-run, 
private, religious, and home schools. They understand that placing parents in charge and 
giving them the resources to make real choices is what will hold everyone accountable 
and finally drive excellence! And, of course, it also means an increasing likelihood that 
our LCMS schools and pre-schools, which we have operated for so long as both a service 
to our communities and a gospel outreach, will finally be “on a more level playing field” 
with state-funded schools, at least from a financial point of view.  
 
If you have questions or comments, please feel free to contact me at 
fred.hinz@mnsdistrict.org or call me at 507-317-9634. May the risen Lord continue to 
bless your ministry.       
 
Rev. Fredric Hinz, 
MNS/MNN Public Policy Advocate    


