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THE OTHER SIDE

The sick man turned to his
Christian doctor and asked, “Doc,
am I going to get well?”

The doctor replied, “I have
every reason to believe you 
will get back on your feet.”

“Will the cure be permanent?”

“No, this will reoccur.”

“What then?” 

“You may recover again, but
the second or third attack will
probably be fatal.”

“Doctor, I’m afraid to die. Tell
me, what’s on the other side of
death?”

As he thought of his reply, the 
doctor walked to the door. He 
had heard his dog whining to 
get in. Upon opening the door, 
the dog jumped in and danced
around his feet.

Then he said, “Look at my
dog. He’s never been in this
room. He knew nothing about it,
except for one thing. He knew his
master was on the other side of
the door. I know little of what is
on the other side of death. But 
I do know one thing: My Master 
is on the other side!”
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DE AT H H A S BE E N DE F E AT E D

Jesus is the Master-Savior-Shepherd
watching over His people, in this
world and the next. Death cannot 
be denied, but it has been defeated.
Those who believe in Jesus as their
Savior can face death’s coming with
comfort and confidence. Christ died
on the cross in our place and took
upon Himself the once-and-for-all 
punishment we deserved. His victory
over death was a victory for all who
believe on Him as their Substitute.
Because Jesus lives, all who see Him
as Savior have His victory as their
own. That is why the Bible boasts:
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where,
O death, is your sting? …Thanks be 
to God! He gives us victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Co r i n t h i a n s
15:55 and 57).

Death cannot be denied, but a living
Lord leads us through the valley where
death casts its shadows. “Even though
I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil, for You are
with me; Your rod and Your staff, they
comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). You, and
those you love, will walk through
death’s valley. You cannot escape 
the experience, nor opt out of the
questions, worries, and wonder of it.
But if you are under the protection 
of Jesus, the Divine Master-Savior-
Shepherd, death’s coming need not
be feared. Because of Him, death’s
valley is transformed into a journey
through nothing more than shadows.
Because of Him … 

THE SHADOWS NEED
NOT BE FEARED

What are your shadows … your
doubts … your fears? Know that
through Christ you can be forgiven
for the times you have wronged
family, friends, or others … and
they can be forgiven by you. Are
there things left unsaid, wishes 
to be shared? Our Shepherd also
provides ambassadors here on
earth to accompany you and your
loved ones through the valley.
Your pastor and the family of 
faith stand ready. If you are seeking
spiritual support or are looking 
for information about how to 
communicate needs and wishes
to your loved ones, please call 
us at 1-800-876-9880. We would
be happy to tell you about a v a i l a b l e
resources and to connect you 
to a church in your area.

Death cannot be denied, but
through Jesus, it is defeated. The
great question is, “Has it been
defeated for you and those you
love?” Jesus, the Shepherd, wants
to take away your sins and lead
you through death’s shadows. Just
as He is with you in death, He will
be with those you leave behind.
His promise is true: “My sheep 
listen to My voice; I know them,
and they follow Me. I give them
eternal life, and they shall never
perish; no one can snatch them
out of My hand” (John 10:27-28).  

THIS I KNOW for CERTAIN!

DEATH CANNOT
BE DENIED

Hurt and heartache. 
Sorrow and separation. 

Loss and loneliness. 
Despair and depression.

These words take on new
meaning when one faces death.
Your life becomes an emotional
roller coaster with ups and
downs—mainly downs. You may
postpone death’s arrival, but no
one escapes it. Death cannot be
denied. Neither money nor fame,
nor intelligence or power can
exempt us, for death cannot be
denied. 

Like facing a tiger, staring into
the face of death can shake us 
to our roots. Whether it comes
slowly, sneaking up in stages, 
or arrives full force, death will 
not come alone. 

With it will come gut-wrenching
struggles that touch every aspect
of your life: When will I die? How
will it happen? What about my
loved ones? My lost dreams? 
My failings? 

You are facing a great, 
gray unknown …

For you have never been on
the other side of death. 
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