
An Overture to the  
Minnesota South District in Convention 

June 18 -20, 2015 
 

To Encourage the State of Minnesota to Change Its Education Funding Practices so 
as to Remove the Current Bias Against Parents Who Choose a Christian School for 
Their Child(ren) 
 
Whereas, the State of Minnesota has been charged with the responsibility of taxing the 
populace for the purpose of providing monetary resources to educate all children resident 
in our state; and 
 
Whereas, these monies are ultimately intended to benefit the children of the state, not the 
educational institutions they may choose to attend; and  
 
Whereas, the actual establishment and operation of schools are not functions of state 
government, per se, but rather of various local actors residing in local communities, 
including governmental bodies (i.e. independent school districts), various communities of 
faith, as well as other groups and individuals; a circumstance which has given rise to a 
wide spectrum of school types from which parents can choose, including government-run 
secular schools, private non-religious schools, church-affiliated religious schools, and 
home schools; and 
 
Whereas, all of these school types have historically proven themselves competent in 
delivering an education of sufficient academic and moral quality to allow their graduates 
to function as full, contributing members of society, which is the only interest the state 
has relative to the education of its citizens; and 
 
Whereas, with the entrance of charter schools into the education marketplace, a 
precedent has now been clearly established allowing tax monies to “follow the child” to 
the school of their parents’ choosing; and  
 
Whereas, many charter schools have chosen to organize their educational programs 
around a wide variety of different emphases (i.e. language immersion, agriculture, the arts, 
the sciences, a particular cultural heritage, etc.) every one of which is acceptable to the 
state, except one -- a religious emphasis; and  
 
Whereas, the State of Minnesota is constitutionally bound to remain neutral in matters of 
religion, that is, it may not use its powers either to favor one religion over another OR to 
favor non-religion over religion or vise versa, for to do so would be to infringe on the 
religious freedom of its citizens; therefore be it  
 
Resolved, that the Minnesota South District of the LCMS in Convention actively 
encourage the legislators in the State of Minnesota to recognize that in declining to 
financially support parents who choose a religiously informed education for their children, 
as it currently refuses to do, it is favoring non-religion and improperly burdening the 



religious freedom of its citizens; and, be it further  
 
Resolved, that we call on our state legislators to change the manner in which it distributes 
the funds it has collected for educational purposes so as to remove the financial inequity 
it currently imposes on parents who choose a religious education for their children; and, 
be it further 
 
Resolved, that they correct this inequity in such a way as to protect the particular 
religious character of those schools and to avoid any unnecessary government intrusion or 
entanglement in their operation; and, finally, be it  
 
Resolved, that while it is appropriate for the State to seek assurances that all schools are 
meeting certain minimum scholastic outcomes, the process of seeking those assurances 
must never be allowed to pressure schools into altering their religious content or character 
as determined by each school itself.      
 
 


