Calling Ministers of Religion by Congregations

LCMS Bylaw 2.5 states
2.5.1 Congregations, association schools, agencies, auxiliaries, and recognized
service organizations of the Synod shall seek the counsel of the appropriate district
president when calling ordained or commissioned ministers.

(a) Acongregation or association school shall seek the counsel of its own district
president.

(b) An agency, auxiliary, or recognized service organization shall seek the
counsel of the district president who would, by virtue of the call, assume supervision
of the minister (Bylaw section 2.12). If the call is such that the district president to
assume supervision is not known, the counsel of the president of the district within
which the entity is located or with which it is associated shall be sought.

(c) If such a call involves multiple districts (such as by entity location or
connection and/or position locale), the presidents of all such districts shall be
consulted and mutually agree on which one of them will counsel the entity regarding
the call and assume supervision of the worker called.

2.5.2 Congregations that are members of the Synod, association schools, agencies,
auxiliaries, and recognized service organizations shall call and be served only by (1)
ordained ministers who have been admitted to their respective ministries in
accordance with the rules and regulations set forth in these Bylaws and have
thereby become members of the Synod; (2) candidates for the pastoral ministry who
have satisfied the qualifications and requirements for assignment of first calls by the
Council of Presidents acting as the Board of Assignments; or (3) ordained ministers
who are members in good standing of church bodies that have been formally
recognized to be in altar and pulpit fellowship with the Synod when agreements for
such calls are in place.

2.5.3 Congregations that are members of the Synod, association schools, agencies,
auxiliaries, and recognized service organizations shall call only (1) commissioned
ministers who have been admitted to their ministries in accordance with the rules
and regulations set forth in these Bylaws and have thereby become members of the
Synod; (2) candidates of LCMS colleges and universities who have satisfied the
qualifications and requirements for assignment of first calls by the Council of
Presidents acting as the Board of Assignments; or (3) commissioned ministers (or
those holding positions comparable to commissioned ministers) who are members
in good standing of church bodies that have been formally recognized to be in altar
and pulpit fellowship with the Synod when agreements for such calls are in place.

2.5.4 Congregations that violate these requirements and persist in such violation
shall, after due admonition, forfeit their membership in the Synod.
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The Role of the District President in the Call Process

LCMS Bylaw 4.4.5 states

4.4.5 Each district president, in accordance with the Constitution of the Synod,
shall supervise the doctrine, the life, and the official administration on the
part of the ordained or commissioned ministers who are members through
his district or are subject to his ecclesiastical supervision, and shall inquire
into the prevailing spiritual conditions of the congregations of his district.

(a) As often as possible he shall attend the conferences of ordained and
commissioned ministers held in his district, advise the congregations of
his district as to the calling of ordained and commissioned ministers, give
counsel, and respond to requests and inquiries.

(b) He may call upon circuit visitors to assist him.
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