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CMIF  TRANSITION ANNOUNCEMENT –  2016 
Attn:  All  Commissioned Ministers of Religion  

 
For years, the Lutheran Educator Information Form (LEIF) served as your professional resume. When 
congregations sought candidates to fill ministry positions for teachers, administrators, DCEs, and the like, they 
requested LEIFs from the District office or searched the LEIF database on the Lutheran School Portal.  
 
Effective immediately, the LEIF is being replaced by the Commissioned Minister Information Form, or CMIF.  
All active Commissioned Ministers of Religion (CMRs) and those who are eligible to consider a Divine Call are 
expected to complete the CMIF. Completing the CMIF will take one to two hours. The narrative sections require 
thoughtful reflection to ensure a finished product worthy of bearing your name.  

 
The process . . . 

1. LCMS Rosters and Statistics sent out emails and letters containing your username and password to access 
the Church Worker Update site. Once you are logged in, begin entering/correcting your information.  

2. If you did not receive the email, or cannot locate it, log in to https://cwu.lcms.org. Under the LOGIN 
button, click “I don’t know my ID number.” You will be asked for an email address, and LCMS will send you 
the ID number. Follow the directions to gain access to the site. 

3. Once you have completed the CMIF, have someone proofread it.  
4. Once submitted, we will be notified. We will do a quick review to ensure the CMIF is complete, and we will 

release it to the searchable database.  
 
Please note: Every night, information in this form is refreshed. Any changes you make that are not saved using 
the submit button on the right hand side of the screen will be lost. We encourage you to: 

o Fix any problems with the existing data (look for the red exclamation marks). 
o Update as much of your information as you can in your current session. 
o Submit any changes you make before exiting/logging out. 
o If you run out of time, submit what you have and come back to complete the rest on another day. Rosters 

and Statistics will receive any changes you submit and process them in the order they are received. 
 

Need assistance? 
 Instructional videos have been developed by the LCMS and are accessible on YouTube. 
 You may also contact Sarabeth Marcello, Communications Manager & Commissioned Workers Assistant 

(952-223-2156 | sarabeth.marcello@mnsdistrict.org). 
 
Finally . . . 
For most people, completing the CMIF will not be high on the “Wow, that was fun!” list. But completing it and 
keeping it up-to-date is important for a number of reasons. 

1. We serve in ministries of the Church, and it is important for us to put our best professional feet forward.  
2. Congregations are counting on CMRs to provide them with reliable information that helps them to 

identify potential partners in ministry.  
3. When the Holy Spirit calls, you will be ready.  

 
Let’s set the example for the rest of the Districts of the LCMS by getting this done! Thank you for your 
partnership in the Gospel as we are cultivating leaders intentionally engaged in the mission of God! 
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