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Minutes – Approved December 6, 2016 

Special Board of Directors Meeting 

November 17, 2016 

(Conference Call) 

 

In Attendance: 

 

1. John Branstad 

2. Ben Hagemann 

3. Pr. Dean Nadasdy 

4. Gary Elsesser 

5. Pr. Chris Horton 

6. Neil Breitbarth 

7. Pr. David Mumme 

8. Pr. Bob Gehrke 

9. Rosa Summers 

10. Pr. Tom Braun 

11. Rick Marko 

12. Pr. Mark Tewes 

 

The meeting was convened at 11:07a (CST). 

 

Pres. Nadasdy welcomed everyone, made general comments about honoring the 

bylaws of Synod regarding the nomination and appointment of reconcilers, and began 

the meeting with prayer. Following a roll call, a quorum was established. 

 

Pres. Nadasdy explained Bylaw 1.1.10 in more detail, expressing the need to follow the 

mandated process so that the integrity of the reconciler could not be questioned down 

the line. The bylaw-directed process of seeking a list of nominees for reconcilers from 

the circuit visitors was discussed. In this case, circuit visitors were given a week to get 

back to the President with nominees.  

 

The names and backgrounds of the people that were brought forward through the 

process were read. Those nominated by the circuit visitors were Kristine Hanson, Tom 

Hanson (it was mentioned that they were not related), Phil Johnson, and Pr. Rudy 

Maurer (who has agreed to continue with a second six-year term).  

 

Pres. Nadasdy opened the meeting to discussion and questions. The following points 

were clarified: 

 

1. These four names were the only nominees submitted by the Circuit Visitors. 
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2. The deadline for submitting these names to the Secretary of Synod has been 

extended for our district. 

3. Attorneys serving as reconcilers may not offer legal counsel. 

4. Pres. Nadasdy apologized for the short time given circuit visitors to make 

nominations. 

5. All four of our nominees will serve concurrent six-year terms. No provision in 

the bylaws exists for staggering those terms. This may be a proposed amendment 

to the Synodical Handbook bylaws to consider. 

6. Neil Breitbarth and Pr. Tony Bertram have served as reconcilers in the past. 

 

The question was called.  

 

It was moved and seconded to appoint the four nominees to serve as MNS District 

reconcilers. 

 

The motion was adopted unanimously. 

    

The meeting was adjourned with the Aaronic Benediction at 11:26a.  

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

 
 

Pr. Dean Nadasdy, President 

(In the absence of Pr. Bill Otte, Secretary)  

 

  


