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Dr.	Rich	Bimler	-	speaker,	writer,	consultant	-	has	served	the	
Church	in	various	positions	throughout	his	ministry	career.		
Check	out	his	current	endeavor,	the	“Rich	and	Charlie	Resources”	
website	--	Dr.	Bimler	is	the	“Rich”	and	Charlie	Mueller,	Sr,	the	
“Charlie”	with	this	introduction:	“The	focus	of	this	website	is	to	
“encourage	one	another”	through	words,	reflections,	laughter,	
wondering,	wandering,	connecting	…and	lots	more!	
	 Among	other	positions,	Dr.	Bimler	served	as		President/	
CEO	of	Wheat	Ridge	Ministries	and	as	the	Ambassador	of	Health,	
Hope,	and	Aging!	(AH-HA!)	for	Lutheran	Life	Communities,	
Arlington	Heights,	Illinois.			

	
Welcome to the S.A.G.E.S. GATHERING, Rich Bimler! 
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UNDER 
OBSERVATION 

by Pauline Weimann 
Entry One:  A quote from Mankato Magazine -- 
They did a review of people’s recipes for 
happiness if we need a laugh.  I like Ingrid 
Bergman’s “Good health and bad memory.”  The 
second part is true for most of us.  Or an 
anonymous one, “Never argue with a mule, a 
skunk or a cook.” 
 
Entry Two:  Radio produces such good things:  
A whole year’s worth of entertainment 
listening to Sid Hartman and Bud Grant 
reminisce on Sid’s 95th birthday. 
 
Entry Three:  Where are the snows of 
yesteryears?  It’s the way to join the climate 
discussion as if you knew something.  That is, if 
you want to develop more arguments and less 
sense. 
 
Entry Four:  Daffodils, grape hyacinth and 
tulips foolishly stuck their noses out of the 
mulch on March 6th and got nipped by frost.  
The only answer was more mulch.  Crocuses, on 
the other hand, snuggled into the mulch and 
showed up two weeks later.  We’ll see. 
 
Entry Five:  The robin family is back.  It’s been 
8 years now that at least one of the generations 
stands staring at the back door, doesn’t move 
until I bring out the grapes and then munches 
on one before grabbing another for dessert.  
Today there were 3 robins waiting at the door. 
 
Entry Six:  Huzzah!  The tournament season is 
on and television viewing improves at least 
80%, maybe more. 
 
Entry Seven:  The church council-sponsored 
Lenten Suppers seem to have become a little 
competitive.  So much the better for the diners, 
and some extra money for the bell tower fund.  
Maintaining the Lord’s house can take many 
turns.  
 
Entry Eight: Retro quiz shows go on and on 
and on.  The oldest ones are still the best - 
another endorsement for buzz-r TV on cold and 
cloudy days. 

Entry Nine:  Retirement really is the luxury of 
reading as much of two morning papers that 
hold my interest for an hour and a half each 
day; thus avoiding TV news entirely.  Plus 2 
crossword puzzles and a word game! 
 
Entry Ten:  Peter Rabbit lives in my backyard.  
He came as a lost bunny 2 years ago and now 
needs to be disciplined.  He chewed on the 
tulips last week, and I subjected him to a severe 
lecture!  It remains to be seen if it had any 
effect because he took it all stoically. 
 
Entry Eleven:  We judged book reports - oral 
and displays - at the parochial school (WELS) 
grades 4-8, everybody.  My first journey into a 
classroom in 20 years, and it was a good one. 
 
Entry Twelve:  Time for housecleaning for the 
Orphan Grain Train collection.  Some difficult 
decisions and sighs of relief during the process.  
And it comes as a surprise every year.  

Church	Signs: 
! Gossip is the radio of Satan.  Are you one of 
 his DJs? 
! The older we get, the fewer things seem 
 worth waiting in line for. 
! Hungry? Go to the kitchen.  Sick?  Go to 
 the doctor.  Sin?  Go to the Cross. 
! Staying in bed shouting “Oh God!” does 
 not constitute going to church. 
! There are some questions that can’t be 
 answered by Google. 

Arbor Day 
The last Friday in April is Arbor 
Day.  Do you know: 
# One acre of trees absorbs as 

much CO2 as one car 
produces by driving 2,000 
miles 

# The net cooling effect of a young, healthy tree is 
equivalent to 10 room size air conditioners 
operating 20 hours per day. 

# Carefully positioned trees can save up to 25% of 
a household’s heating and cooling energy 
consumption. 

(website:  www.arborday.org)
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“Laughing” 
A Bible Study 

“There is a time for everything. . . . , a time to weep and a time to laugh” 
Ecclesiastes 3:1,4 

 
   The Bible is not a joke book.  It was written “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”  (John 20:31)  But that does 
not mean that there is no humor in the Sacred Scriptures.  Someone has suggested that God 
must have a sense of humor to have created a duck-billed platypus. 
 
   Consider God’s method of dealing with the Philistines when they placed the ark of God in 
Dagon’s temple in Ashdod.  (1Sam 5:1-5)  The Philistines may not have thought it very funny as 
they hoisted their “god” back onto his pedestal, but I suspect God’s people might have gotten a 
good laugh out of it. 
 
   Read on, (1 Sam 5:6-18).  If you don’t know what kind of tumors afflicted the Philistines, read 
the story in the King James’ Version (‘emords”, i.e. “hemorrhoids”).  Don’t mess with God.  His 
sense of humor might leave you embarrassed. 
 
   Picture in your mind events described in 1 Sam. 17.  David is about to fight Goliath.  Saul 
weighs the lad down with his own suit of armor, helmet and other implements or war, and says 
to David, “Go get him!”  David replies, “I can’t move.” (dialogue supplied) (vv 38-39).  David does 
better with weapons described in Eph. 7:13-17 plus a sling and a few stones. 
 
   When the prophets of Baal failed to call down the fire on their sacrifice on Mt Carmel, Elijah 
taunted them (1 Kings 18:27).  “Shout louder! ...Perhaps he is ...busy.”  If you wish to know 
what Elijah really meant by the word “busy”, consult a Good News Bible or the new Concordia 
Self Study Commentary.  Elijah’s supporters probably found his comments pretty funny. 
 
   Can you imagine the twinkle in Jesus’ eye and smile on His lips as He assures His disciples 
of their value?  (Matt 10:31; Luke 12:7)  And don’t you suppose both Jesus and His disciples 
enjoyed the excuses offered in Jesus’ parable of the great banquet?  (Luke 14:16-24, especially 
v 20)  Important truths can be taught in a humorous way. 
 
   Sometimes attempts at humor are inappropriate.  Do you think Peter was trying to be funny 
when he spoke the words recorded in John 13:9?  Perhaps he thought a little levity would bring 
a bit of cheer into an otherwise solemn occasion.  Not now, Peter!  Some other time. 
 
   A group of Old Testament juvenile delinquents discovered, to their great dismay, that 
laughing at “old baldy” Elisha was not a good idea.  (2Kings 2:23:24) 
 
The Bible contains some references to the laughter of God.  What moves God to laugh? 

Psalm 59:8 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 2:4 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 37:13 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Job 41:29 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
(continued p. 4) 
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April is National Humor Month: 
 

	
	

A teacher tested the children in the Sunday 
School class to see if they understood the 
concept of getting to heaven. 
He asked them, “If I sold my house and my car, 
had big garage sale and gave all my money to 
the church, would that get me into heaven?” 
 “NO!” the children answered. 
”If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the 
yard, and kept everything neat and tidy, would 
that get me into Heaven?” 
 Again, the answer was “NO!” 
“Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave 
candy to all the children, and loved my wife, 
would that get me into Heaven?” he asked 
them. 
 Again, they all answered, “NO!” 
He was just bursting with pride for them.  
“Well,” he continued, “then how can I get into 
Heaven?” 
 A five year old boy shouted out,  

“YOU’VE GOTTA BE DEAD.’ 
 
A small town is where people go to church on 
Sunday to see who didn’t. 
 
Some marriages are made in heaven but they 
ALL have to be maintained on earth. 

A little boy opened the big family Bible.  He 
was fascinated as he fingered through the old 
pages.  Suddenly, something fell out of the 
Bible.  He picked up the object and looked at it.  
What he saw was an old leaf that had been 
pressed in between the pages.  “Mama, look 
what I found,” the boy called out.  “What have 
you got there, dear?”  With astonishment in the 
young boy’s voice, he answered, “I think it’s 
Adam’s underwear!” 
 
Somebody has said there are only two kinds of 
people in the world.  There are those who wake 
up in the morning and say, “Good morning, Lord.” 
and there are those who wake up in the 
morning and say, “Good Lord, it’s morning.”  
 
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing 
an old family Bible to her brother in another 
part of the country.  
 “Is there anything breakable in here?” asked 
the postal clerk.   
“Only the Ten Commandments.” answered the 
lady. 
 
Coincidence is when God chooses to remain 
anonymous. 

   Laughing at God is out of place.  Abraham (Gen. 17:17) and Sarah (Gen 18:12) received a rebuke 
from the Lord (Gen 18:13-15) because of their laughter.  But Abraham and Sarah learned to laugh 
for joy because of God’s blessing (Gen 21:1-7) and named their son Isaac (he laughs). 
 
   Jesus endured derisive laughter (Matt 9:24; Mk 5:40, Lk 8:53) but remained undeterred and 
raised a little girl to life.  His own death and resurrection assures us of an eternal celebration of joy 
and laughter around his throne in glory. 
 
   What is the attitude of the Teacher (Preacher?) toward laughter in Ecclesiastes 2:2; 7:3;  7:6? 
   Is this Jesus’ view in Luke 6:25? 
 
   What is James’ point in 4:9 of his Epistle? 
 
   Both Eliphas (Job 5:22) and Bildad (Job 8:21) try to comfort Job in his suffering with the 
reminder that God can change tears into laughter.  God can and does do the same for you. 
    
   Because of Easter, our sorrow can be changed to joy.  (Psalm 126:1-3).  The tomb is empty.  
Christ is risen. Death is conquered.  Sin is forgiven—all of it—yours and mine too—washed away 
in His holy precious blood.  Heaven’s door is open.  There is joy among the angels whenever a 
sinner repents.  They are celebrating already.  So can we.  It’s time to laugh. 

A.H.M 
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12	HEALTHY	AH-HA’S		
	 FOR	THE	NEW	YEAR!	
1. Remember	our	Hope	is	in	the	name	of	the	

Lord.	Even	though	we	have	considered	all	
the	facts,	there	is	always	HOPE	in	Christ!	

2. Ask	for	help.	God’s	gifts	are	in	the	people	
around	us.	

3. Laugh	out	loud	–	at	yourself	and	with	
others,	and	give	people	permission	to	laugh.	

4. Take	care	of	your	body	–	it’s	the	only	one	
you	will	ever	have!	

5. Say	“Thank	You”	to	people	as	often	as	
possible.	Thank	You!	

6. Look	for	Trouble	–	more	specifically,	look	
for	the	troubled	…the	lonely,	the	sick,	the	
naked,	those	who	think	that	the	Lord	has	
forgotten	them.	

7. Talk	to	children	regularly.	It	is	good	for	
them	–	and	us!	

8. Remember,	your	present	mood	is	never	
permanent!	

9. On	a	scale	from	1	to	20,	your	friends	
deserve	a	12!	

10. Remember	that	life	is	not	fair	but	that	God	
is	gracious.	

11. Be	the	biggest	picture	window	to	the	Gospel	
that	you	can	be!	

12. Things	are	not	always	as	they	seem.	See	life	
through	the	Crib,	the	Cross,	and	the	Crown!	

	
May	this	month	be	full	of	AH-HA		 Moments	
for	you	and	yours!	

Rich	Bimler	
Reprinted	with	permission	from	“RichandCharlie.com”	
website.		The	focus	of	the	website	is	to	“encourage	one	
another”	in	many	different	ways.		Log	on	to	subscribe	to	
Rich	and	Charlie	Resources.			
	
	
There is the story of a pastor who got up one 
Sunday and announced to his congregation: “I 
have good news and bad news.  The good news 
is, we have enough money to pay for our new 
building program.  The bad news is, it’s still out 
there in your pockets.” 
 
A clear conscience is usually a sign of a bad 
memory. 

Senior LinkAge Line 
1-800-333-2433 

Free information and assistance service of the 
Minnesota Board on Aging – a State Agency 

 
Helpful Telephone Numbers 
Social Security Administration 

1-800-772-1213 
Service available from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
business days.  Call to provide notification of 
death or to inquire about survivor benefits. 
 

U. S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
1-800-827-1000 

Call for survivor benefits, burial benefits or to 
provide notification of death. 
 

United Way 2-1-1 
Metro 2-1-1- 

Or (651) 291-0211 
Free, confidential, multilingual information is 
offered 24 hours every day.  United Way 2-1-1 is 
a unique community information and referral 
service.  Call if you need to know where to turn 
for help. 
 
May is National Military Appreciation Month 
From the website, nmam.org - Ten ways to 
support our military and our veterans: 
#1 Display the American flag on your home or 
business! 
#2 Engage media to highlight military and 
veterans events  
#3 Send a care package to a soldier 
through usocares 
#4 Encourage elected officials at all levels to 
recognize our military and veterans 
#5 Veterans salute veterans! If you are one and 
you see one, render the proper salute! 
#6 When offering military discounts, include all 
who serve & have served. 
#7 Like us on Facebook 
#8 When you see a person in military uniform, 
shake their hand and thank them for their service 
#9 May is also American Military History Month. 
Encourage schools to include military history 
curriculum in May. 
#10 Hire a veteran 



April - May- June - 2017    6 

Health	Notes	
Too	Many	Medications:	

Polypharmacy,	or	the	use	of	too	many	
medications,	is	a	growing	issue	-	especially	as	
the	“Baby	Boomer”	population	ages.		Here	are	
some	quick	facts	on	medication	use	among	
seniors:	
! As	our	nation’s	senior	population	increases,	

citizens	are	also	living	(and	thriving)	with	a	
wider	variety	of	health	conditions.		Many	
older	adults	are	diagnosed	with	multiple	
health	conditions,	each	of	which	may	require	
several	medications	to	keep	the	individual	
healthy.		

! Almost	half	of	all	older	adults	take	one	or	
more	unnecessary	medication.	

! Consequences	of	poloypharmacy	include:	
o Increased	health	care	costs	
o Increased	risk	for	adverse	effects	

and	interactions	between	
medications	

o Increased	chance	of	people	not	
adhering	to	their	prescribed	
medication	regimen	

	
Communication	with	your	doctor	and	your	
pharmacist	is	the	key	to	preventing	
polypharmacy.		Please	make	sure	your	health	
care	providers	know	which	drugs	(both	
prescribed	and	over	the	counter)	you	are	taking.		
You	should	also	be	aware	of	which	medications	
you	are	taking	and	why	you	are	taking	them.		
Your	health	care	providers	can	help	you	to	be	
sure	that	you	are	only	taking	the	medications	
that	you	need.	
	
(Maher,	R.	L.	{2013	September	27}.	Clinical	consequences	
of	polypharmacy	in	elderly.		Retrieved	from	https://www.		
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3864987)	
	
><	><	><	><	><	><	><	><	><	><	><	><	><	><	><	><		

 
The trouble with being a leader today is 
that you can’t tell if people are following 
you or chasing you. 
 
Acupuncture is a jab well done. 

Subject: Now that I'm 'older' 
God grant me the senility to forget the people I 
never liked anyway, the good fortune to run into 
the ones I do, and the eyesight to tell the 
difference. 
 
Now that I'm 'older' (but refuse to grow up), here's 
what I've discovered: 
" I started out with nothing, and I still have most 

of it. 
" My wild oats have turned into prunes and All 

Bran. 
" I finally got my head together; now my body is 

falling apart. 
" Funny, I don't remember being absent 

minded... 
" Funny, I don't remember being absent 

minded... 
" All reports are in; life is now officially unfair. 
" If all is not lost, where is it? 
" It is easier to get older than it is to get wiser. 
" Some days you're the dog; some days you're 

the hydrant. 
" I wish the buck stopped here; I sure could use 

a few... 
" Kids in the back seat cause accidents. 
" Accidents in the back seat cause kids. 
" It's hard to make a comeback when you 

haven't been anywhere. 
" The only time the world beats a path to your 

door is when you're in the bathroom. 
" If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would 

have put them on my knees. 
" When I'm finally holding all the cards, why 

does everyone decide to play chess? 
" It's not hard to meet expenses ... they're 

everywhere. 
" The only difference between a rut and a grave 

is the depth. 
" These days, I spend a lot of time thinking 

about the hereafter...go somewhere to get 
something and then wonder what I'm here 
after. 

" I AM UNABLE TO REMEMBER IF I HAVE 
MAILED THIS TO YOU OR NOT! 

 
Now I think you're supposed to send this to 5 or 6, 
maybe 10, oh dang! send it to a bunch of your 
friends if you can remember who they are. 
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11 REASONS 
(By	Chuck	Lawless	-December	16,	2016) 

Occasionally, I speak in a church that is predominantly senior adults. Each time I do, I 
think about how a church like that is going to survive—but I also remember why 
senior adults matter. Remembering these things reminds me to love them even as we 
make changes to grow the church. 
 

1. They know the church’s history. In some cases, they are the church’s history. 
Their knowledge of the past can be invaluable as we plan for the future. 

2. They’ve often kept the doors open. Their faithfulness in giving and attending 
has often been the reason the church still exists. Even if the church is struggling, 
some of the senior adults have stood in the gap over the years. 

3. They’ve paid the bills. Many senior adults have given faithfully to the church 
for years. They give just because it’s their church, and they often give 
sacrificially. 

4. They love the Lord. They really do, even if their occasional unwillingness to 
change might frustrate us. To the best of their ability, they love the Lord. 

5. They have life experience to offer others. No matter how old we get, we 
always need the wisdom from others. Senior adults have life experience from 
which we can learn. 

6. They need discipling. In many cases, they’ve never been discipled themselves, 
despite their years of faithful service. Some would actually welcome a brother or 
sister to walk beside them. 

7. They’re often facing the difficulties of aging. The church is uniquely situated 
to minister to people who are facing health issues, retirement questions, and 
recurring deaths of family and friends. They need others to walk with them. 

8. They’re connections to the next generations. If we want to reach young 
adults, students and children, honoring their grandparents is a good start. 

9. They are stories of God’s grace and provision. Think about it—how many 
stories of the senior adults in your church do you know? They’re living 
testimonies to God’s care if we give them opportunities to tell those stories. 

10. Sometimes, their wisdom protects us from harm. Sure, they often don’t 
like change. At the same time, though, their reticence to change sometimes 
reflects wise thinking. 

11. They pray. If you want someone to pray for you passionately and regularly, ask 
a senior adult to be your intercessor. 

 
Thank you, senior adults, for loving the church! 
 

(Reprinted with permission from ChurchLeaders.com website) 

REMINDER  --   S.A.G.E.S. 2017 GATHERING XXIX will be held in North Mankato MN at the Best 
Western Hotel beginning at 1 p.m. Monday, May 1, and concluding at 2:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 2, 2017.   
Registration deadline is April 25, 2017. Best Western motel reservations must be submitted directly to the motel 
by April 15. A packet with descriptions of workshop sessions, daily agendas, and both workshop registration 
form and motel reservation form is available through your church office, or go online to www.mnsdistrict.org, 
click on ‘Resources,’ choose ‘Publications’ from the dropdown box where SAGACITY (the quarterly 
newsletter), the GATHERING program and forms, or SAGES information are available for download.  
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SENIOR THOUGHTS 

 
I don’t trip over things, I do random gravity 
checks. 
 
Old age is coming at a really bad time. 
 
When I was a child I thought Nap Time was 
a punishment.  Now, as a grown up, it just 
feels like a small vacation. 
 
The biggest lie I tell myself is “I don’t need 
to write that down, I’ll remember it.” 
 
Lord grant me the strength to accept the 
things I cannot change, the courage to 
change things I can, and the friends to post 
my bail when I finally snap. 
 
I don’t have grey hair. I have ‘wisdom 
highlights.’ I’m just very wise. 
 
My people skills are just fine.  It’s my 
tolerance to idiots that needs work. 
 
Teach your daughter how to shoot, because 
a restraining order is just a piece of paper. 
 
If God wanted me to touch my toes, he 
would’ve put them on my knees. 
 
The kids text me ‘plz’ which is shorter than 
please.  I text back ‘no’ which is shorter 
than ‘yes.’ 
 
I’m going to retire and live off of my 
savings.  Not sure what I’ll do that second 
week. 
 
Of course I talk to myself.  Sometimes I 
need expert advice. 
 
Oops!  Did I roll my eyes out loud? 
 
At my age ‘getting luck’ means walking into 
a room and remembering what I actually 
came in there for. 
 

Wouldn’t it be great if we could put 
ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes and 
come out wrinkle-free and three sizes 
smaller. 
 
Last year I joined a support group for 
procrastinators.  We haven’t met yet. 
 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
A minister announced that admission to a 
church social event would be six dollars per 
person.  “However, if you’re over 65,” he 
said, “the price will be only $5.50.” 
From the back of the congregation, a 
woman’s voice rang out, “Do you really think 
I’d give you that information for only 50 
cents?” 
 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
June	is	National	Dairy	Month! 

Dairy	Fun	Facts 
1) Do you know how many gallons of milk a cow 
produces in one day?  
2) True or False: Cows only have teeth on the 
bottom of their mouth.  
3) Who knows what the most common type of 
dairy cow is?  
4) Do you know how many teeth a cow has? 
(Hint: How many teeth do YOU have?)  
5) How many pounds of milk are needed to make 
one pound of cheese?  
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
 
A man called the phone company to 
complain about his listing in the directory.  
“I told you that my last name is Sweady,” 
he said, “but you have it listed as Cyirwu.” 
“I’m sorry, sir,” the phone company rep 
said. “I’ll fix it so it’ll be correct the next 
time we publish the directory.  Now how do 
you spell your name?” 
“Just like I told you before,” the customer 
said.  “It’s S as sea, W as in why, E as in 
eye, A as in are, D as in Double-u and Y as 
in you.” 
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Foot Care 

Years of wear and tear can be hard on your feet.  
So can shoes that don’t fit properly.  Injuries and 
disorders of the feet can affect your mobility. 
Here are ideas from the American Podiatric 
Medical Association on how to take good care of 
your feet: 
" Inspect	your	feet	regularly.		Look	for	any	

changes	in	color,	discoloring	or	thickening	
of	the	nails,	or	peeling	or	scaling	on	the	
soles.		See	your	health	care	provider	if	you	
have	any	of	these	symptoms.	

" Shop	wisely	for	shoes.		For	example,	if	you	
play	tennis,	buy	tennis	shoes,	not	running	
shoes.		Tennis	shoes	accommodate	more	
side-to-side	foot	action	and	running	shoes	
are	designed	for	forward	motion.		Shoes	
should	always	be	a	half-inch	longer	than	
your	longest	toe.		Replace	them	as	soon	as	
they	start	to	wear	out;	shoes	lose	support	
and	shock-absorption	capability	over	tie.	

" Avoid	walking	barefoot.		Wearing	shoes	
reduces	your	risk	for	injury	or	infection.		
When	you	wear	sandals	outdoors,	be	sure	
to	apply	sunscreen	to	your	feet.	

" Alternate	shoes	each	day.		Give	shoes	a	
day	or	so	to	dry	out	before	wearing	them	
again,	and	regularly	dust	the	insides	with	
antifungal	powder.	

" Be	cautious	at	the	drugstore.		Many	over-
the-counter	remedies	for	foot	ailments	such	
as	corns	or	warts	contain	acids	that	
potentially	could	be	harmful,	especially	for	
people	with	vascular	problems	or	diabetes.	

" Don’t	wait	too	long.		See	your	podiatrist	for	
an	evaluation	of	painful	heels,	bunions,	
hammertoes,	or	other	serious	foot	
problems.		Even	a	simple	foot	problem	can	
lead	to	knee,	hip	or	low	back	problems,	as	
the	body	compensates	over	time	with	a	limp	
or	other	changes	to	the	gait.	

" Realize	that	
foot	pain	isn’t	
normal.		Even	
sore	feet	after	a	
long	day	of	
standing	may	signal	the	need	for	a	pair	of	
better-fitting	more	supportive	shoes.	

 

 
 
A sign seen on the front lawn of a home in 
Wisconsin:  “Honk if you love Jesus.  Text 
and drive if you want to meet him.” 
 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
 
A man observed a sign in the window of a 
restaurant that read “Unique Breakfast” so 
he walked in and sat down.  The waitress 
brought him his coffee and asked him what 
he wanted.   
“What’s your ‘Unique Breakfast?’” he asked. 
“Baked tongue of chicken,” she replied. 
“Baked tongue of chicken?” he asked. “Do 
you have any idea how disgusting that is?  I 
would never even consider eating anything 
that came out of a chicken’s mouth!” 
Undaunted, the waitress asked, “What 
would you like then?” 
“Just bring me scrambled eggs,” the man 
replied. 
 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <>  
 
After being on the phone forever with a 
customer who had been having difficulties 
with a computer program, a support 
technician at a company turned in his 
report; “The problem resides between the 
keyboard and the chair.” 
 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
 
The easiest way to find something lost 
around the house is to buy a replacement. 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
 
Answers to dairy quiz: 
1) 8 -9 Gallons (on average)  
2) True  
3) Holsteins  
4) 32 just like us!  
5) Approx. 10 pounds of milk  
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THE BELOIT COLLEGE MINDSET 

LIST 
Each	August	since	1998,	Beloit	College	has	
released	the	Beloit	College	Mindset	List,	
providing	a	look	at	the	cultural	touchstones	
that	shape	the	lives	of	students	entering	college	
this	fall.	Prepared	by	Beloit’s	former	Public	
Affairs	Director	Ron	Nief	and	Keefer	Professor	
of	the	Humanities	Tom	McBride,	the	list	was	
originally	created	as	a	reminder	to	faculty	to	be	
aware	of	dated	references.	It	quickly	became	an	
internationally	monitored	catalog	of	the	
changing	worldview	of	each	new	college	
generation.	Mindset	List	websites	at	
themindsetlist.com	and	beloit.edu,	as	well	as	
the	Mediasite	webcast	and	their	Facebook	page	
receive	more	than	a	million	visits	annually.	
	
The Mindset List for the Class of 
2017 
1. Eminem	and	LL	Cool	J	could	show	up	at	

parents’	weekend.	
2. They	are	the	sharing	generation,	having	

shown	tendencies	to	share	everything,	
including	possessions,	no	matter	how	
personal.	

3. GM	means	food	that	is	Genetically	Modified.	
4. As	they	started	to	crawl,	so	did	the	news	

across	the	bottom	of	the	television	screen.	
5. “Dude”	has	never	had	a	negative	tone.	
6. As	their	parents	held	them	as	infants,	they	

may	have	wondered	whether	it	was	the	baby	
or	Windows	95	that	had	them	more	excited.	

7. As	kids	they	may	well	have	seen	Chicken	
Run	but	probably	never	got	chicken	pox.	

8. Having	a	chat	has	seldom	involved	talking.	
9. Gaga	has	never	been	baby	talk.	
10. They	could	always	get	rid	of	their	outdated	

toys	on	eBay.	
11. They	have	known	only	two	presidents.	
12. Their	TV	screens	keep	getting	smaller	as	their	

parents’	screens	grow	ever	larger.	
13. PayPal	has	replaced	a	pen	pal	as	a	best	friend	

on	line.	
14. Rites	of	passage	have	more	to	do	with	having	

their	own	cell	phone	and	Skype	accounts	than	
with	getting	a	driver’s	license	and	car.	

15. The	U.S.	has	always	been	trying	to	figure	out	
which	side	to	back	in	Middle	East	conflicts.	

16. A	tablet	is	no	longer	something	you	take	in	
the	morning.	

17. Threatening	to	shut	down	the	government	
during	Federal	budget	negotiations	has	always	
been	an	anticipated	tactic.	

18. Growing	up	with	the	family	dog,	one	of	them	
has	worn	an	electronic	collar,	while	the	other	
has	toted	an	electronic	lifeline.	

19. Plasma	has	never	been	just	a	bodily	fluid.	
20. The	Pentagon	and	Congress	have	always	been	

shocked,	absolutely	shocked,	by	reports	of	
sexual	harassment	and	assault	in	the	military.	

21. Spray	paint	has	never	been	legally	sold	in	
Chicago.	

22. Captain	Janeway	has	always	taken	the	USS	
Voyager	where	no	woman	or	man	has	ever	
gone	before.	

23. While	they've	grown	up	with	a	World	Trade	
Organization,	they	have	never	known	an	
Interstate	Commerce	Commission.	

24. Courts	have	always	been	ordering	computer	
network	wiretaps.	

25. Planes	have	never	landed	at	Stapleton	Airport	
in	Denver.	

26. Jurassic	Park	has	always	had	rides	and	snack	
bars,	not	free-range	triceratops	and	
velociraptors.	

27. Thanks	to	Megan's	Law	and	Amber	Alerts,	
parents	have	always	had	community	support	
in	keeping	children	safe.	

28. With	GPS,	they	have	never	needed	directions	
to	get	someplace,	just	an	address.	

29. Java	has	never	been	just	a	cup	of	coffee.	
30. Americans	and	Russians	have	always	

cooperated	better	in	orbit	than	on	earth	
31. Olympic	fever	has	always	erupted	every	two	

years.	
32. Their	parents	have	always	bemoaned	the	

passing	of	precocious	little	Calvin	and	
sarcastic	stuffy	Hobbes.		

33. In	their	first	18	years,	they	have	watched	the	
rise	and	fall	of	Tiger	Woods	and	Alex	
Rodriguez.	

	
This	is	a	partial	list.		See	the	whole	list	at	Beloit.edu.	
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(From: Letter from Martin Luther to Lazarus Spengler, July 8, 1530 [WA Br 5:445]; tr. P. T. McCain) 
 

Martin	Luther's	Seal 

 
"From the wilderness of Koburg Castle 
8 July 1530 
Honorable, kind, dear Sir and Friend! 
Grace and Peace in Christ!  
Since you ask whether my seal has come out correctly, I  shall  answer most amiably and tel l  
you of those thoughts which now come to my mind about my seal as a symbol of my 
theology.  There is f irst to be a cross, black, and placed in a heart,  which should be of its 
natural color (red), to put me in mind that faith in Christ crucified saved us. For if  one 
believes from the heart,  he wil l  be justif ied. ["For it  is by believing in your heart that you 
are made right God, and it  is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved."  --Romans 
10:10] Even though it  is  a black cross, which mortif ies and which also should hurt us, yet it  
leaves the heart in its natural color and does not ruin nature...that is,  the cross does not 
ki l l ,  but keeps man al ive. For the just shall  l ive by faith, by faith in the Savior. ["This Good 
News tel ls us how God makes us r ight in His sight.   This is accomplished from start to finish 
by faith.  As the Scriptures say, ' It  is  through faith that a r ighteous person has l ife. '"   --
Romans 1: 17] 
Such a heart is to be in the midst of a white rose, to symbolize that faith gives joy, comfort, 
and peace.  In a word, it  places the believer into a white joyful rose, for this faith does not 
give peace and joy as the world gives. ["I  am leaving you with a gift--peace of mind and 
heart.   And the peace I  give isn't  l ike the peace the world gives.  So don't be troubled or 
afraid."   --John 14:27] Therefore, the rose is to be white, not red, for white is the color of 
the spir its and of al l  angels.  ["..an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and rolled 
aside the stone and sat on it.   His face shone l ike l ightening, and his clothing was as white 
as snow." --Matthew 28:2b-3  and  "She saw two white-robed angels sitt ing at the head and 
foot of the place where the body of Jesus had been lying."   --John 20:12] 
This rose, moreover, is f ixed in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that such joy in the Spirit  and 
in faith is a beginning of the future heavenly joy.  It  is  already a part of faith, and is 
grasped through hope, even though not yet manifest. 
And around this f ield is a golden ring, to signify that such bl iss in heaven is endless, and 
more precious than al l  joys and goods, just as gold is the most valuable and precious metal.  
May Christ,  our dear Lord, be with your spirit  unti l  the l ife to come.  Amen ."	

 
 
 
 
 
 

(from Lutheran-resources.org) 
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And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near. Hebrews 10:24-25 
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