
HOW IT HELPS 

 In 2012, it cost our state $1.8 billion to fund special education funding, according 
to the Minnesota Department of Education.  

 The state and federal government covered only $1.2 billion of this cost for 2012, 
forcing local school districts to cover the remaining $600 million from their general 
operating funds—funded by taxpayers. (Under this bill, some of these local dollars 
would not be expended.) 

 Other states, like Florida, have shown parental satisfaction in their child’s special 
education jump from under 35% to over 90 % in similar programs to the ESA Act.
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WHY IT MATTERS  

Many families with special needs children want more options. 

 Parents of children with special educational needs—everything from Autism or Down 
syndrome to other learning challenges like dyslexia—often have little or no access 
to education options beyond what their local district school offers. 

 Children with special needs have a wide spectrum of educational requirements that 
cannot be served by most one-size-fits-all models. 

 Many parents are dissatisfied and frustrated with the traditional model of “special 
education.” 

 

Parents have a better idea of how their children can best be served, yet often cannot access 
those services. 

 Parents often know what educational therapies and resources are best for their individual child, but cannot access 
them due to the lack of flexibility in educational services or financial resources.  

 Parents are the best advocates for their children, and this bill puts them in the driver’s seat. 
 Children with disabilities often face multifaceted classroom challenges requiring special attention from instructors, and 

active engagement from their families. 

 

Children are more likely to thrive when they have access to tailor-made education options 
designed for their needs.  

 Minnesota already has numerous schools and private programs that specialize in special education needs, but 
many parents can’t access them. 

 Economically disadvantaged families should have access to the right education choices for their children to 
succeed. 

 When families and educators are given the opportunity to work together as partners, we increase the likelihood that 
children with disabilities have positive, successful learning experiences. 

 

WITH MORE ACCESS 

TO TAILOR-MADE 

EDUCATION 

OPTIONS, MORE 

CHILDREN THRIVE. 

PROVEN SUCCESS 

IN HELPING 

FAMILIES AND 

SAVING 

TAXPAYERS’ 

MONEY. 
 

WHAT IT DOES  

The “ESA” Act gives the parents of a child with 

special educational needs the power to direct their 

child’s per pupil funding and allocated special 

needs education dollars in ways parents believe 

can optimally serve their child. 



 

HOW IT WORKS  

1. The state would deposit the combined dollar amount 
provided to families with special education funding into a 
special savings account that would be managed by the 
parents of the child. 

 The state currently assigns each student enrolled in a public school 
district a per-pupil funding dollar amount. For students with special 
educational needs or an IEP (Individualized Education Program), 
special education funding is added on top of this amount.    

 Safety features would be in place that would allow parents to use funds 
only for education-related expenses from approved education 
providers.  

 

2. Parents would then direct the funds to the educational resources that work best for their 
child.   

 Options could include education-related therapies, tuition and fees at a non-public school specializing in 
particular areas of therapy or disability, textbooks and tutoring, or other educational resources.  

 The local public school would be relieved of the responsibility of fulfilling the special education requirements for 
the child.   

 Any remaining funds at the end of the child’s K-12 school career could be used for post-secondary (college) 
tuition. 

 

1 http://www.empirecenter.org/publications/helping-kids-saving-money-how-to-reform-new-yorks-special-education-system/ 

 

THERE ARE ALREADY 10 STATES WITH SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATIONAL CHOICE PROGRAMS. 

WE URGE YOU TO JOIN THE OAK COALITION TO SUPPORT LEGISLATION THAT WILL ENSURE 

THAT MINNESOTA IS NEXT. SUPPORT THE ESA ACT!  
 

IEP FUNDING IS FOR KIDS 

WHO HAVE MANY TYPES OF 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

NEEDS—FROM AUTISM OR 

DOWN SYNDROME, TO 

LEARNING CHALLENGES 

LIKE DYSLEXIA.   


