
  

1 
 

Teaching the Great Continuation to the New Generation 
  

So then, as Christians, do you have any encouragement? Do you have any comfort from love? Do you have any 
spiritual relationships? Do you have any sympathy and compassion? Then fill me with joy by having the same  
attitude and the same love, living in harmony, and keeping one purpose in mind. Don't act out of selfish ambition  
or be conceited. Instead, humbly think of others as being better than yourselves. Don't be concerned only about  
your own interests, but also be concerned about the interests of others. Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus  
had. Although he was in the form of God and equal with God, he did not take advantage of this equality. Instead,  
he emptied himself by taking on the form of a servant, by becoming like other humans, by having a human  
appearance. He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, death on a cross. This is why God  
has given him an exceptional honor- the name honored above all other names- so that at the name of Jesus  
everyone in heaven, on earth, and in the world below will kneel and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of  
God the Father. Philippians 2:1-11. 
 

1. Basic Assumptions: 
 

Teaching the Great Continuation of the God’s purposeful sending effectively rests on some 
extremely important assumptions. They are the following:  
 

1. God’s creation was and is relational from the day of creation until the time of Jesus’ 
return for final judgment and on into eternity.    

2. God created humankind to have a special perfect relationship with Himself. 
3. The elements of God’s original creation were all “good” and “very good”. 
4. God’s original operating system for the world was perfect. 
5. The original perfect relationship was for God’s glory and the good of human beings.  
6. Satan injected deprivation of good into the flawless relationship between God and 

humans by tempting Adam and Eve to step outside of God’s perfectly organized 
operating system.  

7. The of God has been to restore that broken relationship every day since the day that 
Satan succeeded in depriving humans of their good and perfect relationship with God, 
self and others. 
 

Please keep these assumptions clearly in mind as we proceed. 
 

2. The Process of making disciplined followers (disciples) the Jesus way: 
 

 In order to contrast teaching the Great Continuation the way that Jesus did it and the 
way we were taught and teach others we need to recognize the difference between inform and 
formal education.  At Jesus time education was informally done around the home. After the age 
of thirteen there was no further organized training. If further training or education was desired 
it was achieved by continuing to learn as a disciple under a recognized master, teacher or 
leader.  
 Among the Greeks, Romans and the Jews, being attached to a master, teacher or leader 
as a disciple was common. A disciple at that time was not only a learner, student, pupil, but also 
an apprentice, disciplined follower and loyal supporter. As such, disciples were committed to 
recognized leaders and their cause. The cause could be a school of philosophy (Socrates, Plato, 
and Aristotle) or a religious and political movement (Saul of Tarsus studied under Gamaliel). In 
all cases discipleship was not only about the transfer of information but primarily about 
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imitating the teacher’s life, affirming and sharing his values, passing on his teaching and 
attracting other followers into the movement. Accompanying Jesus was the most basic part of 
his disciple’s informal training. It was part and parcel of their becoming a more and more 
disciplined followers.  
 As we consider a biblical example of Great Continuation teaching by expanding the 
disciple’s comfort zone let us consider how this may apply in your context today. We will do this 
by looking in depth at the case of Matthew. Peter, Andrew, James, John and others were 
certainly in the group with Jesus on the day that Jesus called Matthew to follow him. It was all 
done right out in the open. When Jesus said to Matthew the tax collector, “Follow me”, his 
other disciples witnessed the whole event. What a shock it must have been for them to see 
Matthew get up and follow.  
 Until that time as far as we know all whom Jesus had called to follow him as disciples 
were ‘clean’ Jews with good social credentials. They were all upstanding insiders from the small 
Jewish middle class made up of shop keeps, fishermen, tradesmen, carpenters etc. None of 
them were marked as ‘unclean’ Jews like Matthew the tax collector. Other unclean Jews were 
the publicans, lepers and prostitutes. They were in the social class marked as ‘sinners’.   
 Jewish Tax collectors were an especially blameworthy part of the ‘sinners’ group. Clean 
Jews accused them of taking advantage of their Jewish brothers and sisters by selling out to the 
Romans. They did this by bidding on contracts issued by the Senate in Rome for the collection 
of taxes of various types. In the case of Matthew it was the right to collect taxes in the 
Capernaum regions of the Roman empire. The system was especially painful to the Jews 
because it specified that the payment for the Roman contract was treated as a loan. The tax 
collector by law received generous interest from the Roman Senate on his loan from the time 
the loan was made up until the end of the agreed upon collection period. In addition any 
amount which was collected beyond the loan made would be pure profit for the tax collector.   
 Certainly kingdom reorganization was going on. Peter, Andrew, James and John found 
themselves in a cultural social crisis with Jesus seemingly on the wrong side. Jesus had just 
shown compassion on a paralyzed man. In addition he had demonstrated the authority to heal 
the paralyzed man both spiritually and physically. The existing disciples just like Matthew had 
heard Jesus say, “I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins.”1 They had also observed the crowd as “they were filled with awe and praised God for 
giving such authority to humans.”2  
 What could the disciples say about what had just happened? As committed disciples 
they were experiencing first-hand what it meant to be disciplined and stretched as followers. 
Their comfort zone was being extended as a key characteristic of the Good News about the 
kingdom was revealed to them for their serious learning. What will it mean for their group of 
Jesus-followers to live in a kingdom in which there was no distinction between ‘clean’ and 
‘unclean’ Jews? How does this apply for me today? 
 Later when Matthew invited Jesus to his home for a meal, the disciples of Jesus went  
with him. This act of receiving hospitality in an ‘unclean’ environment at least to some extent  
shows that the disciples of Jesus were at least beginning to accept the new reality about how to  

                                                           
1
 Matthew 9:6. 

2
 Matthew 9:8. 



  

3 
 

understand and relate to ‘clean’ and ‘unclean’. However the matter gets put into sharp explicit  
focus as the Pharisees confront not Jesus but his disciples. They asked the disciples. “Why does  
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  
 Notice at this point that Jesus takes the heat off of his disciples and gives the Pharisees a 
chance for some kingdom understanding by answering, “Healthy people don't need a doctor;  
those who are sick do. Learn what this means: 'I want mercy, not sacrifices.' I've come to call  
sinners, not people who think they have God's approval."3  
 A careful reading of the Gospel of Matthew will reveal dozens of events in which the  
process of disciple making and molding  goes on and in which the Good News about the  
purpose and principles of the Kingdom are being revealed. If we are really interested in and  
committed to the continuation of God’s purposeful sending through us it will be most helpful to 
seriously think in terms of informal learning and informal teaching. 
  If you are interested in this informal and life centered approach to teaching do an in-
depth study of the process and principles of making and multiplying disciples as clearly 
choreographed in Matthew’s Gospel. The Hoffmann Institute and the Fiechtner Chair at 
Concordia University are ready to be helpful to you in moving forward on informal learning and 
teaching. 
 

3. Teaching and Listening through the Biases: 
 

 People’s minds are not a tabula rasa *clean slate+. Minds are filled with problems, biases 
and all kinds of expectations and assumptions. My bias is toward individualism, personal rights, 
freedom and private responsibility. Others are tilted toward dependency, entitlements and 
public /government responsibility. God wants to get through to all of us no matter what our 
personal preconceived notions happen to be. He wants all of us to enjoy restored relationship 
with Him through Jesus the Christ.  Jesus wants to use His followers, you and me in the process. 
He says that His Word is the power of God unto salvation4 and He want to use that Word 
through us to reach people of all kinds for restored and strengthened relationship in Him5.  
 

4.  Social Settings and Scripture Choices: 
  

 In the totality of scripture there are many themes and many texts. Which ones should 
we use, where and when? This is the question that was very real to me as I began to work 
among the un-evangelized Yala people in Nigeria in 1961. It was obvious that oral language 
learning was first. Then the language needed to be reduced to writing, intentionally lexicalized 
and grammatically organized so that Bible translation could be started. A man that I refer to as 
“Saul of Tarsus” was and still is a wonderful partner that God powerfully paired with me as we 
journeyed together into the Yala language. Part of our daily practice was to study Old 
Testament and New Testament texts. After three years we had studied all the 66 book of the 
Bible at some level. As the time for translation approached I wondered where to start. Should it 
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 II Corinthians 5:19. 
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be Matthew or Genesis? Should it be Acts, Romans or Psalms? After thinking it through for a 
long time I decided to talk it over with “Saul of Tarsus.” 
 I began our discussion as follows, “It is getting near to the time for us to do Bible 
translation.  What if we get started and then after one book of the Bible we both die and the 
Yala people never get another book of the Bible in their language. What book should we do 
first? Almost immediately “Saul of Tarsus” said, “Jonah will be most helpful to my people.”  
Spontaneously, almost without thinking I asked, “Why Jonah?”  
 “Saul of Tarsus” immediately explained that Jonah teaches four very important truths 
that can be used by the Spirit of God to transform the thinking (worldview and ultimate 
allegiance) of animistic people.   They are:                               
  1. God is one and He is everywhere and near (Jonah couldn’t get away from God.). 

 2. All people everywhere can and should worship him (Even the pagan sailors on  
  the boat worshiped Yahweh when the storm stopped.). 

 3. God has a purpose for everyone (He can even use a whale to work his purpose.). 

 4. God is good and ready to forgive (He forgave wicked but repentant Nineveh.). 
 “Saul of Tarsus” pointed out that his people had never heard that there is a God for all 
people or that all people come from one father and mother. He said everyone believes that 
many young children die (are carried away) by evil spiritual powers. Therefore they give their 
children negative names like: “Dung Heap” or “Born for Nothing” so that the wicked spirits will 
let them live. The idea of everyone being born for a special purpose is also unknown. In terms 
of forgiveness animistic people know for sure that forgiveness, if there is such a thing comes by 
means of many sacrifices, including at times human sacrifices and that the sacrifices are never 
enough or complete. Needless to say I was convinced and Jonah was the first book of the Bible 
to be translated.6 
 The story of Jonah was shared and many people started to think about the world and 
their life in this world differently. Their primary reason for learning to read was to find out more 
about spiritual matters as revealed in the Word of God. Through reading and hearing the Word 
of God many Yala people’s ultimate allegiance was changed and their worldview reorganized by 
the Spirit of God. Now in addition to telling ancestor stories in the evening under the moon 
light God’s Word and its meaning for life became the focus. Often a good reader reads the story 
of Jonah or another part of scripture aloud for all to hear. As a result of this spontaneous and 
exponential continuation of God’s purposeful sending the message of God has gone out and the 
Spirit of God has brought between 65% and 80% of the Yala people into a saving relationship 
with God through Jesus the Christ. 
 

5.  Effectively teaching the New Generation today: 
 

 This example is still very real to me as I me am continually tasked through the Hoffmann 
Institute at Concordia University with teaching a number of courses on Christian Outreach. My 
question is what are the worldview understandings that the iGens [Information Generation 
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  In order to unfold the meaning of scripture for the people in a strategic way “Saul of Tarsus” suggested that the 

translation of Jonah be followed by Hebrews, Luke, Acts and other significant portions books and portions of 
books. 
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People] have in place when they enter my classroom?  If I want to make a point what parts of 
the entire scripture that God has given should be in focus in the teaching process? 
 It does not take many questions at the beginning of a new term to learn that iGens do 
not take purity, peace and harmony for granted. Most have experienced some if not many 
contexts of confusion, conflict and brokenness. The common texts that they hear in music, see 
on television and experience in every day conversation is strewn with coarseness, profanity, 
vulgarity, filth and blaspheme. The iGens expectation in life is to see, hear and feel many 
broken relationships. Many come for homes that have or are experiencing divorce. Many have 
already personally experienced physical, mental and spiritual hostility and violence behavior 
from afar or even close up. In their understanding they have been overlooked, set aside, 
trampled and abused in one way or another.  
 They are wary of getting into close relationships because they expect to be taken 
advantage of in one way or another. This means that some if not quite a few young men and 
women today are slow to commit to marriage. If they do marry most do not see it as a 
permanent arrangement but as something for a season that may or may not work out long 
term. They need the relation restoring texts of God’s Word. 
 What scriptures will you choose for bringing the Good News to people of the 
information generation? It is becoming more and more obvious to me that in the past I have 
often overlooked the relational themes in scripture. Why? I have been blinded at least to some 
extent by my bias which is toward free and independent individualism.  Now as I teach iGens, 
work with them and learn from them I find that scripture has not changed but that I am 
noticing parts of scripture about relationships, repentance and forgiveness that I did not take 
sufficient seriously before. Relational law and gospel texts are terribly relevant for facilitating 
the Great Continuation among IGens today. In terms of speaking the truth about sin, death, 
temptation, lies, rebellion, repentance, forgiveness and idolatry of all kinds we can start with 
the text that feature dysfunction, both spiritual and secular of the Old Testament patriarchs and 
the nation of Israel and Judah and right on into the New Testament.  
 For starters look at the text for this presentation in II Corinthians 5:11-6:2. It is all about 
relational restoration. Next ripple out through Romans, the Epistles and the Four Gospels for 
more and more relation restoring Good News messages. In all of this you will notice the 
excellent integration of law and gospel in text after text on relation restoration.  
 For instance look at texts like: Jesus and the Emmaus disciples7, The woman caught in 
adultery8, Jesus and the blind man9, Jesus washing the disciples feet10, Jesus praying for Himself 
and others11, Jesus appearing to His disciples12, Jesus and Peter at the lake13, Jesus forgives 
sin14, Joseph’s reconciliation with his brothers and family15, Jesus, the Samaritan woman and 
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 John 8:3-11. 
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 John 9:1-41. 
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 John 13:3-20. 
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 John 17:6-26. 
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 John 20:19-29. 
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the Samaritans16, The Greek and Hebrew speaking widows in Jerusalem, Jews and Gentiles at 
the Council of Jerusalem17, Paul and Barnabas and the disciples in Asia Minor18 , The Book of   
Easter19, Daniel in the Lion’s Den20, Ruth, Naomi and Boaz21, Gideon22 and Elisha and Naaman23,   
 Think of the relation restoring aspects of the Lord’s Supper texts: Matthew 26:26-30, 
Mark 14:22-26, Luke 22:19-20, John 6: 53-58 and I Corinthians 10:15-17, 11:20-34. 
 Notice also the relation restoring aspects of the Baptism texts in: Romans 6:1-18, 
Matthew 3:1-17, Mark 1:1-11, Mark 16:16, Luke 3:1-17, 3:21-22, 7:30, John 1:19-33, 3:22-4:2, 
Acts 1:5, 2:1-11, 2:37-41 and many more in Acts, I Corinthians 1:12-17, 12:12-27 and  
Galatians 3:27-29.  
 Other Important relational restoring texts appear in: Romans 12:1-21, Ephesians 2:13-
14, I Peter 1 and 2, Ruth and many others.  Once we get focused on the themes of relationship 
and restoration many more relational, repentance and forgiveness texts begin to jump out at us 
from all over the Bible. 
 

6.  The Five Ps (pieces/parts) of the Great Continuation [God’s Purposeful Sending]: 
 

1.   I have all Authority – The Great POWER. 
 2.   While you are going about – The Great PLACE. 
  3.   Disciples people of all Nations – The Great PURPOSE (Plan and Privilege). 

 4.   By Baptizing and Teaching – The Great PROCESS. 
5.   I will be with you always – The Great PROMISE. 

 

7. Receive God’s Purposeful Sending [Great Continuation], Enjoy it and Pass it on: 
 

1. Brothers you are holy partners in a heavenly calling. So look carefully at Jesus, the 
apostle and chief priest about whom we make our declaration of faith. Hebrews 3:1 

 

2. My child, find your source of strength in the kindness of Christ Jesus.  You've heard my 
message, and it's been confirmed by many witnesses. Entrust this message to faithful 
individuals who will be competent to teach others. II Timothy 2:1-2. 
 

8. The Question: 
 

  What changes should I make for new generation followers of Jesus in my teaching 
strategies, methodologies and tactics to help them more effectively MAKE AND MULTIPLY 
DISCIPLES AND COMMUNITIES OF DISCIPLES? 
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 John 4:1-42. 
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 Acts 15:1-35. 
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 Judges 6:11-8:34. 
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  II Kings 5:1-19. 


