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The Great Continuation: Restoring Relationships 
  
 Clearly, Christ's love guides us. We are convinced of the fact that one man has died for all  
people.. He died for all people so that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for  
the man who died and was brought back to life for them. So from now on we don't think of  
anyone from a human point of view. If we did think of Christ from a human point of view, we  
don't anymore. Whoever is a believer in Christ is a new creation. The old way of living has  
disappeared. A new way of living has come into existence. God has done all this. He has restored  
our relationship with him through Christ, and has given us this ministry of restoring  
relationships.  
 In other words, God was using Christ to restore his relationship with humanity. He didn't  
hold people's faults against them, and he has given us this message of restored relationships to  
tell others. Therefore, we are Christ's representatives, and through us God is calling you. We beg  
you on behalf of Christ to become reunited with God.  
 Christ was without sin, but God made him take our sin in order that in union with him we  
might share the righteousness of God. Since we are God's coworkers, we urge you not to let  
God's kindness be wasted on you. God says, "At the right time I heard you. On the day of  
salvation I helped you." Listen, now is God's acceptable time! Now is the day of salvation!  
II Corinthians 5:14-6-2. 
 

1. Introduction: 
 

 Relationships: shattered and fixed. Broken and restored. Is it about a broken physical 
thing or about a traumatic personal relationship? What are you thinking? Is it about physical 
relations or about psychological or spiritual relationships?  Maybe it is a disastrous divorce or 
about the precious resolution of a broken friendship? What comes to your mind just now?  
 My first thoughts go to the Biblical patriarchs. I thought of the conflict between 
Abraham and Lot’s herdsman, of Jacob and Esau’s tug-of-war over the birthright and blessing of 
Issac, of Jacob and his uncle Laban in the cultural misunderstanding about whether Leah or 
Rachel should get married first and how to reimburse Jacob for his work. I thought of Joseph 
and his family. I focused on Joseph’s dreams and his families’ reactions. Then my mind jumped 
to Joseph’s coat of many colors and how he was sold into slavery by his brothers. And what 
about the pain, trouble, hardship and service that finally led Joseph to freedom and to 
becoming the viceroy of the Pharaoh in Egypt. I thought of how much famine, time, effort and 
forgiveness it took to bring about a restored relationship between Joseph and his family and 
especially with his brothers.  
 Then my mind jumped to relationship in terms of Moses, God and the people of Israel 
and how the journey toward final restored relationship for Moses closes with God letting him 
see the Promised Land and then carrying him away and buryed him in the valley near Beth Peor 
in a way that “even until today no one knows where his grave is1. These  broken and restored 
relationships remind us that in most cases there is a great deal of time and a great deal of 
interrupted continuity involved in the reality of restoring relationships both in terms of God and 
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humankind and humans in this world with each other. The Biblical book of Deuteronomy is all 
about relationships, all about organizing relationships for the sake of harmony, health, 
Godliness and goodness for humans in this world and the next.   
 

2. Relationship: Foundational Concepts: 
 

 Many basic realities but particularly the reality of damaged and also of beautifully intact 
relationships are the recognized and at times unrecognized foundations of the world in which 
we live. These realities give underlying substance to life. They are the boundaries within which 
we imagine, produce, innovate and regularly replenish and at times destroy who we are, how 
we think and what we do.  Some of these realities are that God exists2. That He is love3. That He 
is communication4 and that He is relationship.  Not only is God relationship but He created a 
world that is all about relationships 5. Other realities include the existence of distortion, 
deception, evil and wrong6 which interact with relationship in ways that are negative and 
destructive. 
 True observable science is also all about relationships. It is centered on all encompassing 
truth. It is based on the premise that the individual elements out of which everything in the 
world exists are interrelated and interactive. It also rests on the assumption that if all the 
elemental pieces are accurate in quantity and quality and are rightly related in a state of fluid 
equilibrium, balance, symmetry and reasonable stability, health and wellbeing will exist. This 
overarching organized operating system is what makes possible our complex life and world. We 
live and move and have our being in the midst of this intelligent design. The intelligent designer 
who in the beginning created this intelligent design, this perfectly organized operating system 
(POOS) is the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 This understanding of perfect relationship gives us a backdrop against which to examine 
and evaluate  imbalanced, asymmetrical and unhealthy relationships. We label these 
relationships distorted, erroneous, deceptive, immoral, corrupt, damaging, cruel, vicious, 
harmful, destructive, bad, wrong and sinful. The relational state of balance and imbalance, of 
symmetry and asymmetry, of healthy and unhealthy, of construction and destruction, of 
stability and instability, of moral and immoral, of kind and cruel, of good and evil and of right 
and wrong are the opposing poles on the relational continuum in which we live. 
 

3. Relationship: The TRUTH and the LIE are Contrasting Continuum Poles: 
 

 The Kingdom of God in this world is always lived out in the relational continuum 
between truth and lies, between healthy and unhealthy, between light and darkness, between 
good and evil, between right and wrong and between righteousness and unrighteousness.  
God’s purposeful sending and His purposeful sent ones step forward and at times backward in 
the midst of this ongoing struggle between truth and lies. The first commandment of scripture 
points out that each person lives his or her life from the perspective of one or the other side of 
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the divide that separates the TRUTH-LIE relationship continuum from each other. Either we live 
life from the perspective of the kingdom of God7 and the purposeful sending of God or from the 
perspective of the kingdom of Satan8 and the wily work of Satan. HOWEVER by experience we 
all know that the situation is not quite that simple because in reality the follower of Jesus gets 
caught in the shades of gray or should I rather say in jumping back and forth between the Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde position where sinner and saint both show up in our lives each day and at 
times in the very same moment9. 
 

4. Relationship: Living the TRUTH side: 
 

 On the TRUTH side of the divide is the light and life of God. This truth serves as a lens 
through which we can see and know things the way that God knows them10. Unfortunately the 
lens of God’s truth is always blurred for us by the permanent lens of sin that is an inbuilt part of 
our viewing system since our first parent’s fall into sin11. On this Truth side of the relational 
continuum God’s purposeful sending and His purposeful sent ones are continually advancing in 
the direction of restoring the broken relationship with God12 and in the continuity of bringing 
more and more people into that restored relationship by faith.  
 This happens through Jesus the Messiah who is the Way, the Truth and the Life13. 
Followers of Jesus experience the beginning of this advance in baptism as they move with and 
through Jesus into His death and His resurrection into new life. This advance continues as 
through faith they participate in living the new life of faith in, with and through Jesus14. It is 
Jesus that enables His followers to be in Him and live with and for Him15in eternal Hope16. In 
Jesus they know the Truth that sets them free from the guilt and shame of sin, restores their 
relationship with God and by the Spirit of God empowers them to continually live the new life 
of faith17 in that restored relationship .  By knowing the Truth and living in the Truth the 
followers of Jesus experience the fullness of hope, joy and pleasures forevermore18in the 
presence of God19. As followers of Jesus they also are privileged to be a living part of the Great 
Continuation that makes experiencing the fullness of hope, joy and pleasure forevermore in the 
presence of God available to others. They get involved as the Spirit of God leads them forward 
in testimony and witness20. 
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5. Relationship: Living the LIE side: 
 

  On the LIE side of the divide is the deceiving, scheming, tempting, accusing darkness of  
Satan. He works diligently for our destruction and death21. He also uses the world22 around us  
and our own sinful humanness23 as means for getting his diabolical ends achieved.  For  
Americans the Lie glares out through the statement, “Love means that I never have to say  
I’m sorry.” All people but particularly Westerners want to shape God according to what  
we want Him to be, to our own expectations.  
  In this regard the Lie serves as a destructive lens through which we see and know things  
the way that Satan distorts them24. With this distortion in place people “exchanged God's truth  
for a lie25.” With this lie in place they naturally slid down the slippery slope into neglecting the  
true God, followed by serving other gods of their own making. That is they become idolaters  
and serve the creature, most often themselves and the created things rather than the creator.  
It is easy for us in the West to identify the wooden and metal idols of the Animists in Africa or  
the many gods of Hinduism26. It is not so easy for us to identify our own idols. 
  I was forced to face the idols of the West and the idols in my own life in the winter of  
1983 when as a visiting professor at Valparaiso University I presented the Lavik Mission  
Lectures. At the end of the lecture series the president of the University held a banquet in  
honor of the foreign students and myself. At the end of the banquet one man from Nigeria by  
the name of Chinadu Imeka stayed behind to talk. He waited until everyone else had left and  
then came up close and said in a low voice, “I need to ask you a question. But I need to know  
for sure that you will tell me the truth.” With no hesitation I promised to tell him nothing  
but the truth. Chinadu was not satisfied with my quick answer. He pressed me to think carefully  
and to take time to answer because he needed to really hear the truth from me. Again I assured  
him that I would tell him the truth and nothing but the truth. 
  Chinadu began by telling me that he was a Christian and had come to Valparaiso  
because it was a Christian University. He went on to say that his background was ‘pagan  
idolatry’ and that his father had been the chief priest for the village idol until 1980 when he and  
his family became Christians. Then Chinadu said, “My question is, exactly what is Christianity?” I  
asked Chinadu,  just what he meant by the question. He explained that when his family became  
Christians they understood Christianity to mean that they should destroy their idol shrines and  
sacrificing altar. That they should take idolatry out of the center of their life and thinking, and  
that in place of the idols they should put full commitment to the Triune God and to Jesus as  
their Lord and Savior in the center of their lives. 
  “Now,” Chinadu said, “After six months here in America I am confused. I think that my  
family and I got it wrong. That we do not really understand what Christianity is all about.”   
  I immediately assured Chinadu that he had gotten it right. That putting Jesus in the  
center of life is what Christianity is all about. He immediately said, “I have lived with my  
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Christian roommates for six months now and they see it differently.” “What do you mean by  
differently?” I said. Chinadu responded, “What I mean is that they have something different in  
the center. They have SPECLS in the center.” “SPECLS” I said, “What do you mean by SPECLS?”  
Chinadu said, “What I mean by SPECLS is that in the center of my roommates lives and thinking,  
and it seems to be the same for all American Christians is SUCCESS that is dependent on  
PROGRESS, built on EDUCATION and demonstrated by what is COLLECTED and by their LEISURE  
time activities and SPORTS. 
  My reaction was shock. Just what should I say? I said, “No, they really must have Jesus in  
the center. Have you really taken time to look deep and try to find out what is in the center?  
Chinadu said, “I have asked many questions and it always comes out the same. I have gone to  
the homes of my roommates and to their lake homes and seen the boats and things that fill the  
houses and to the sporting events. They and their parents rarely if ever study the Bible or pray.  
They do not even go to church very often. Dr. Bunkowske, please tell me the truth. My family  
and I did get it wrong didn’t we? Christianity is really about putting SPECLS In the center not  
about putting Jesus in the center.  
  What could I say? I had been faced with another kind of idolatry than the one that I had  
daily faced for 22 years in Africa. It was so very real, a seemingly more subtle and dangerous  
brand of idolatry that Bernice and I faced while being God’s purposeful sent ones in Africa. It  
was a Western kind of idolatry that was festering in me too. After another half an hour of  
talking Chinadu and I prayed together about it. We ended by concluding that he, even though  
new in the Christian faith had been sent to the USA to do God’s purposeful work not only with  
out and out pagans but with his Christian roommates and their parents and friends as well as  
with me. 
 

6. The Great Continuation: The TRUTH Wins Out:   
 

 It is through God’s purposeful sending that truth wins out. Not only through the Great 
Continuation as spoken of in Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15, Luke 24:47-49, John 20:19-23, 
Acts 1:8 and I Peter 3:15 but also and especially through the consequences of restored 
relationships as summarized in II Corinthians 5:18-6:2: 
  God has done all this. He has restored our relationship with him through Christ, and has 

 given us this ministry of restoring relationships. In other words, God was using Christ to 
 restore his relationship with humanity. He didn't hold people's faults against them, and 
 he has given us this message of restored relationships to tell others. Therefore, we are 
 Christ's representatives. Since we are God's coworkers, we urge you not to let God's  

  kindness be wasted on you. Listen, now is God's acceptable time! Now is the day of  
  salvation!  
 God does this restoring business27 through His Spirit. The Spirit works this restoration in 
many ways but primarily through His purposeful sent ones in every age28.  The point is that the 
truth of God, the purposeful sending of God and the kingdom of God win as more and more 
people are moved into a restored relationship with God through Jesus. As the process of 
relationship restoration continues the truth increasingly inhabits the ultimate allegiance layer 
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of life, reorganizes the worldview layer and expels the LIAR and his daily dose of lies from the 
emotions, beliefs, values, associations, behaviors and artifacts layers of life. This is what the 
new life in Christ is all about. This is how the Spirit of God gives us the active and productive 
mind of Christ29. 
 When our children were young our daughter Nancy often asked our sons Walter and 
Joel, “Are you truthing?” Are you guys telling the truth? Until today the truth is very important 
to Nancy. She was asking her brothers about the surface activity of truth telling and truth doing 
but more important is the underlying necessity of being part and parcel of the truth, of Jesus 
the one who is the truth but also the way and the life. This Great Continuation is all about being 
Christ’s representatives30 and instrumental coworkers31 of the Spirit of God32 in bringing people 
into a holistic functional relationship with God through the human ministry of restoring 
relationships33.  
 That is into a living relationship that is exponential, that spontaneously brings others 
into this same saving and holistic functional relationship with truth34. It is this truth that is the 
way back into the Triune God and the restoration of fullness of life. Luther pictured the 
practical working of spontaneous and exponential relationship restoring in terms of a stone [a 
Christian person’s witness and testimony in word or deed being dropped into the center of a 
pond that has a ripple effect in all directions. Jesus illustrated it with the picture of yeast that a 
woman mixes into a large amount of flour working its way out to the edges through all the 
dough35. This is the way that the authority36 of Jesus-the-truth continues to win in this world 
today. 
 

9.   The Question:  
 

 How can you identify the idols, live the truth and overcome the liar and 
his lies for restoring biblical relationships and purposeful living as spontaneous 
sent ones in your family, congregation, community and world? 
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