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The Great Continuation: Matthew’s Gospel 
 

The eleven disciples went to the mountain in Galilee where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they 
bowed down in worship, though some had doubts. When Jesus came near, he spoke to them. He said, "All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. So wherever you go, make disciples of all nations: 
Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to do everything I 
have commanded you. And remember that I am always with you until the end of time." Matthew 28:16-20. 

 

1.  The Continuation of the Mission [purposeful sending] of God: 
 

 The Great Continuation is about God’s purposeful sending – about the incarnational 
coming of God in human form [Jesus] and the continuation of that sending and moving along 
the years through the followers of Jesus. Of special interest to us in this first presentation are 
the ordinary means that God uses to get His divine “means of grace” to a lost and dying world.  
 But what does mission actually mean? The word mission is weak in English. The problem 
is that the Greek apostello/apostolos (sending and sent one) translated as missio/mittere in 
Latin and transliterated as mission in English is not used as a verb in English. It is not 
grammatically possible in English to use it in a sentence like: He will mission the man. Another 
weakness is that in normal English mission is used in relation to human not divine undertakings 
as in: The mission of the army.  
 The bottom line is that if we are to assign the proper meaning to the phrase “Mission of 
God” we must define mission in the “Mission of God” as primarily about God’s calling and 
sending, nested in and facilitating the purpose, plan, will and work of God. We must 
understand the “Mission of God” as “God’s calling and sending” people into His family business 
of seeking and saving people who are lost1 as He did through and with Jesus, through and with 
the  disciples of Jesus 2 and still does through and with each of us3. 

The hypothesis of this presentation is that the final words of Matthew’s gospel are a 
five-fold summation/conclusion of what happened in the process of Jesus making disciples out 
of Matthew and others for the purpose of carrying on His purposeful sending through His 
chosen sent ones. Further, that at the same time, these verses are an accurate yet simple and 
dynamic description of the great continuation of being sent to “gossip in the most positive ways 
possible” the Good News about the kingdom until it spreads throughout the world as a 
testimony to all nations4.  

Or saying it another way, these words outline through the mouth of Jesus the Triune 
God’s promise and perspective on the Great Continuation of His purposeful sending of sent 
ones. This promised continuity is a memory of the past for the followers of Jesus and also faith 
for the future. It is mapping out from God’s perspective just how the family business of making 
disciples of all nations is to continue, specifically after Jesus turned it over to His first disciples 
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at the time of His Ascension5 and then made it practically possible through the empowering 
Holy Spirit on Pentecost6. 
 When Jesus said to Abraham, “Leave.. and Go.7”, to Noah “Go into the ark8.”and to 
Matthew and others, “Follow me”, it was all about getting back to more fully unpacking God’s 
originally intended kind of kingdom9. Jesus was calling them into a very close personal 
relationship with Himself and each other. He was building a family of faith for the expansion of 
more and more communities of faith in the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God was the 
vision and hope of the disciples. It was their direction and constitution.  It was how they 
engaged in God’s purposeful sending. It was the reign of God which this cohort of followers 
lived out, bore witness to in word and deed and proclaimed with Spirit given power.  
 This Kingdom went beyond the communalizing of the disciples.  Jesus was not only 
calling them to walk with, after and in Him but primarily, also to put Him first by following Him 
and His purposeful sending on a 24/7 basis. God’s purposeful sending is designated in Luke 
19:10 with the words: “The Son of Man has come to seek and save the lost.” The way Jesus did 
that was by making disciples of all nations through formal, informal and non-formal teaching, 
teaching and more teaching and through Trinitarian baptism. We will be saying more about this 
later in this session and also tomorrow morning during the presentation on: Teaching the Great 
Continuation to the new generation. 
 Synonymous with the “kingdom of heaven/God” is the “new creation.10” The renewal of all  
things is the fulfillment of the kingdom in the new creation11 , when the Triune God fully  
indwells His people and His people fully indwell him in answer to the words of Jesus’ High  
Priestly prayer,  
 “I pray that all of these people continue to have unity in the way that you, Father, are in me 

and I am in you. I pray that they may be united with us so that the world will believe that 
you have sent me12.” 

More on this tomorrow in the section on: The Great Continuation: Restored Relationships. 
  

2. Matthew Follows Jesus: 
 

Indulge me for a minute as we start with Matthew.  Matthew was not one of the first 
disciples to be called because Jesus had a special plan and a special moment for Matthew’s call. 
Matthew’s call moved the kingdom of God forward in new ways. It was deliberately designed 
not only for the inclusion of Matthew in the band of disciples but for the open inclusion of 
unclean Jewish ‘sinners’.  Get on board with me to expand your own thinking as the expansion 
of the disciple’s comfort zone unfolds.  
 Matthew is seated in his tax office just outside of the place where Jesus healed a 
paralyzed man both spiritually [Your sins are forgiven.] and physically [Get up, pick up your  
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stretcher, and go home.]13. Matthew 9:9 tells us that “when Jesus was leaving that place, he 
saw a man sitting in a tax office. The man’s name was Matthew.” So it is clear that Matthew  
saw right up close that Jesus had all authority in heaven [spiritually] and on earth [physically]. 
 Matthew was undoubtedly as surprised as Peter, Andrew, James and John were when 
Jesus called him (an unclean Jewish tax-collector) to join with them in their journey of faith. In 
that unexpected and unplanned moment Matthew heard the call to follow. The “authority” of 
Jesus moved him to immediately change his profession and way of life. He got up from his tax 
collector’s seat and followed Jesus.  

 Later The Spirit of God used Mathew to write his gospel as an ‘eye witness’ of what he 
had seen, heard and experienced. He personally lived through the threatening times in the after 
Easter Jerusalem where the “politically correct” lie was being spread. That sinister lie was paid 
for by the temple authorities and spread by the guards. It claimed that the disciples had come 
at night and had stolen the body of Jesus away14. From a human point of view the Jesus 
message and Jesus influence was all over. Certainly the expected ‘kingdom of Israel’ that was to 
defeat the Roman occupation had not come15.  
 In the midst of this seemingly hopeless situation Matthew went north to Galilee with  
some of the other disciples to check out the women’s words about where Jesus might be  
found16. They found Jesus, heard his words, experienced the Ascension, the powerful Pentecost  
and the impact of Jesus on the lives of ordinary people. The “lie” was being turned upside down  
by the truth of the one who is the “way, the truth and the life17.”  
 It is very significant that Matthew was one of those disciples who directly heard Jesus 
say, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me18.” He never forgot that 
moment and those words. So it was natural for Matthew under the inspiration of the Spirit of 
God to use this powerful gospel promise to start the summation, conclusion and continuation 
as his gospel-closing Great Continuation text. This all-authority-of- Jesus became the basis for 
the disciples’ bold life and witness. Until now and continuing until the end of time it is the 
foundation for Christianity’s claim of forgiveness of sins, life and salvation in Jesus the Messiah.  
 

3. The Baptism of Repentance: 
 

 What is the meaning of the Baptism of Repentance19 and the Kingdom in Mathew’s 
gospel?  At Matthew’s time toxic pieces of Jewish culture had insinuated themselves into the 
commonly held Jewish worldview about the kingdom. This distorted worldview centered on the 
“kingdom of and for Israel20” in place of God’s originally intended kind of kingdom. 
 Matthew introduced the concept of the kingdom by starting at the deep level of 
worldview reorganization triggered by ultimate allegiance to God and by a change in the way 
that people thought and acted. His purpose was to turn people away from their preoccupation 
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with the purely physical side of life to a holistic positioning of God in the spiritual center of their 
life. He spoke of the “kingdom of heaven” or the “kingdom of God21” as a place of “divine 
triumph that occurs where Jesus is, through His words and actions22.” The Baptism of 
Repentance for John was the beginning of a disciplined preparation for following the one who 
was coming after23.  
 John the Baptist challenged the defective kingdom worldview by calling for 
repentance24. This repentance is made more explicit in Mark’s gospel as the baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. The practice was that after confessing their sins John baptizes them in the 
Jordan River25. For John the Baptizer repentance was about change, about deep level change, 
about worldview restructuring and God-centered ultimate allegiance. It was about 
straightening out flawed mental kingdom mappings and about getting people’s hearts and 
minds ready for the coming of the Messiah26. John’s water baptism focused on change in 
trusting, change in thinking and as well as change in acting27. It called for washing away the 
ideas of salvation as freedom from Roman rule in an independent Jewish state28. It introduced 
bathing oneself in God’s much promised plan of salvation in the kingdom of righteousness29.     
 John told the people that it was not enough to claim Abraham as their father30. Rather 
that they needed to turn to the Lord who was right now acting in human form among them and 
would in good time baptize them with the Holy Spirit and fire31.  
  

4. It Starts with Abraham but where does it end?   
 

 The organization of Matthew’s gospel is striking. It is all about the flow of family 
relationships, not only about human relationships but also divine-human relationships. It starts 
with the family tree of Abraham, with its linear journey through history. At the macro level this 
genealogical table tracks the progressive ebbs and flows of healthy and unhealthy relationship 
between God and humans. It traces the organization, breaking and restoring of the relationship 
between God, Abraham and his descendants starting with Abraham’s move out of Ur, an 
important city-state in ancient Sumer. At this deeper level of reality it outlines ongoing spiritual 
warfare as Satan, the world and sinful human flesh continually worked at breaking down and 
destroying relationships in the originally perfectly ordered kingdom of God on earth.  
 Why does this relational family tree start with Abraham rather than with Adam? The 
first answer, in my opinion is that the Spirit of God gave his revelation through Matthew in a 
way that fit with Matthew’s own experience of being a son of Abraham who was being 
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disciplined as a committed follower of Jesus in and with his cohort of fellow sons of  
Abraham (Peter, Andrew, James, John etc.). 
 Secondly, in my opinion it starts with Abraham because the situation with Matthew and 
Abraham are in many strategic ways almost exactly identical. Their lives are both about a new 
beginning in which family and self centered human allegiances gave way to more fundamental 
allegiances in the kingdom of God. For Abraham it was leaving the polytheism of his family to 
focus on the monotheistic following and worship of Yahweh. For Matthew it was leaving his 
allegiance to wealth, self, position and power to follow Jesus and become an active participant 
in the kingdom of the followers of Jesus32. 
 In the case of Matthew the call was simply, “Follow me.” In the case of Abraham the 
Lord said, “Leave your land, your relatives, and your father's home. Go to the land that I will 
show you. I will make you a great nation, I will bless you. I will make your name great, and you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you, I will curse. Through 
you every family on earth will be blessed33."  
 Now to a closer look at the relational periods that Abraham’s family went through in 
their insider and outsider relationship with the kingdom of God. Incidentally the term kingdom 
is mentioned 53 times in the Gospel of Matthew most often in the phrases: good news about 
the kingdom, kingdom of heaven and kingdom of God. Right at the beginning of Matthew’s34 
gospel three genealogical periods are designated followed by a fourth period initiated by the 
coming of the Messiah. This fourth period is key to understanding “The Great Continuation” of 
the relational message of Matthew’s Gospel starting from Matthew 1:18, continuing 35 as the 
Good News about the kingdom spreads throughout the world as a testimony to all nations36 
and on in the house of the Lord forever37. 
 

5. The First Three Relational Periods: 
  

 The first period of 14 generations lasted from Abraham to David38. Overall it was a time 
of walking with God. During this period ordinary human beings with all their failings and foibles 
generally continued with God on their journey of faith. God speaks of the people in this first 
period as people of faith who loyally follow39 although imperfectly. Abraham typifies this period 
with his ultimate allegiance to God even to the point of being willing to sacrifice his son Isaac at 
God’s command40. God speaks of David who closes this first period as a “man after My own 
heart”41.  
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 The second period of 14 generations lasted from Solomon to the exile in Babylon42. It 
was a time of turning away, a time of broken relationships with God. Solomon turned away 
and things generally got worse from there throughout this second period.  In I Kings 11: 9 we 
read, “So the LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned from the LORD 
God of Israel.” 
  Of Solomon’s son Rehoboam we hear God saying, “You have abandoned me, so I will 
abandon you43.”  
  Of Joram it is said, “When Joram saw Jehu, he asked, "Is everything alright, Jehu?" Jehu  
answered, "How can everything be alright as long as your mother continues her idolatry and  
witchcraft?44" 
  “Ahaz.. did not do what the LORD his God considered right, as his ancestor David had   
done45.” “He spread sin throughout Judah and was unfaithful to the LORD46.”  

  “Manasseh rebuilt the illegal places of worship that his father Hezekiah had destroyed.  
He set up altars dedicated to Baal and made a pole dedicated to the goddess Asherah.. He 
 worshiped and served the entire army of heaven47.”  
   “Amon sacrificed to all the idols his father Manasseh had made.. He continued to sin48.  

  Josiah was the last king in this second period of 14 generations. Although he was God’s  
man and worked hard to rid the land of idols the people did not follow his good example. The  
rebellious condition of Judah at that time was well summarized by the prophet Jeremiah as  
follows, “Turn from your evil ways and from the evil things that you are doing.. Don't follow  
other gods to serve and worship them.. But you haven't listened to me.. The idols your hands  
have shaped have made me furious. With them you have brought harm upon yourselves.49.” In  
general this second period was a time of turning away toward broken relationships with God. 
  The third period of 14 generations lasted from the return of the Exiles from Babylon to  
the time of the coming of the Christ (Messiah). It was the time of preparation for the Messiah.  
During the time of Shealtiel and especially his son Zerubbabel the rebuilding of the temple50 in  
Jerusalem took place. Quite naturally this period got focused on the temple and on the 
development of the Jewish dream of the ‘kingdom of Israel’ that would free the Jews from  
their oppressors. Throughout this third period the understanding of the kingdom of God  
becomes more and more focused on Israel as a nation state. Many of the people named in this  
part of the genealogy are not mentioned in any  Old Testament books of the Bible but are only  
mentioned here in this first chapter of Matthew’s Gospel.  
  During this period the idea of one God was important but the meaning of the kingdom  
was being adjusted by the Jewish leadership to fit a different worldview. A worldview that no  
longer remembered or maybe more precisely consciously set aside the original worldview of  
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the early patriarchs. That pristine worldview centered on Abraham being called to leave family  
and polytheism to follow Yahweh on a journey of faith which was revealed by Yahweh on a day  
by day basis. This patriarchal worldview including an intentional recognition and acceptance of  
suffering, slavery and exile as an important part of the journey was being systematically  
reorganized.   
  The evolving concept of the kingdom was that God would establish a physical kingdom  
on earth much like that which the Jewish people had experienced during the time of the great  
kind David and that He would do that through His coming Messiah. So the general tenor of  
Jewish thinking at the coming of Jesus was no longer in line with what it meant to be a  
‘man of faith’51 at the time of the original ancestor (Abraham) mentioned in Matthew 1:1. 
 

6.  The Fourth Great Continuation of Abraham’s Genealogy: 
   

The fourth period is about the Messiah and the coming of the kingdom of God. It lasts  
from the coming of the Christ as God incarnate through His return in glory to usher in the  
promised new heaven and earth52 and on into all eternity. 
  This fourth period started for Matthew with the recognition of the great authority of  
Jesus53. In Matthew 9:9 Matthew is called to follow Jesus. In the verse just before54 we read  
that the crowd that witnessed the healing of the paralyzed man “were filled with awe and  
praised God for giving such authority to humans.” Just before that in Matthew 9:6 Matthew  
had heard Jesus say, “I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive  
sins." Then Jesus said to the paralyzed man, "Get up, pick up your stretcher, and go home." This  
key messianic concept of total authority is mentioned 11 times in Matthew55, 11 times in  
Mark56, 10 times in Luke57 and 6 times in John58. Is it any wonder that Matthew starts his  
summary-continuation of God’s purposeful sending and being sent with the words, “All  
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me59.  
  Having put this powerful gospel reality of authority in place Matthew moves on in the 
summary-continuation, by designating the location in which kingdom things happen not only  
for the first disciples but also for all disciples until Christ’s return. The place for disciple making  
was everywhere. Matthew’s conclusion-continuation uses the middle voice participle of  
situation: πορευθεντες [the natural to and fro of going about in everyday life] to summarize the  
informal teaching method that Jesus used to turn his disciples into discipline-followers.  
Followers who were day-by-day being equipped to make more disciplined-followers of Jesus  
the Messiah.  For Matthew and the others the business of going and coming was basic. It was  
the where and when of being made disciplined-followers by Jesus whether it was  in the storm  
at sea60, the sermon on the mountain61, the going all over Galilee to the towns and villages62 or  
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the being sent to make disciple themselves63. After Jesus included them in His peripatetic  
purposeful sending the text says that He, moved on from there to teach His message in their  
cities64.  
  Thirdly in this summary-continuation Matthew states the purpose/plan/will/goal/work  
into which he and the others were disciplined and sent. For Matthew and for every follower of  
Jesus it is central to what the kingdom of God was then and will be until the time of the  
Messiah’s return in glory. The Spirit of God states it simply through Matthew by saying, “Make  
disciples of all nations.65” Jesus initiated that, purpose/plan/will/ goal and work with Andrew,  
Peter, James and John66 continued it with Matthew67, expanded it to 12 men68and then to all  
who were tired from carrying heavy burdens69. 
  Fourthly Matthew explicitly explains the process and method that Jesus used to disciple  
him and the others into being disciplined-followers. The precise means for this method were  
and still are baptizing and teaching. These means are to be continually used to make disciples.  
In Matthew’s gospel the importance of baptism could not be clearer. John the Baptist  
introduces Jesus as the Messiah by saying, “I baptize you with water.. But the one who comes  
after me.. will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire70.”  
  In John’s baptism of Jesus the voice from heaven confirms John’s messianic introduction  
by saying, "This is my Son, whom I love - My Son with whom I am pleased." The great  
continuation of baptism as a means of grace in the discipling process is documented in Acts  
where we are told that 3,000 people were added to the believing group through baptism after  
receiving and believing what Peter had said about Jesus on Pentecost day71.  
  Of all the gospels Matthew devotes the most texts to teaching the Word of God as a 
powerful means of grace. Teaching interlaces the entire gospel. Approximately 21 of the 28 
chapters are teaching texts. Matthew features Jesus’ three chapters of spoken teaching on the 
mountain72 beginning with the beatitudes followed by teaching through doing73 and teaching 
through his parables74.  
 Jesus discipled His followers by integrating them into His teaching program and process. 
He told them to become like their teacher75 and sent them out to go and teach that the 
kingdom of heaven is near and to “cure the sick, bring the dead back to life, cleanse those with 
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skin diseases, and force demons out of people 
76.” In concluding this fourth part of the Great 

Continuation process it is easy to understand in terms of sheer text volume why Matthew’s 
gospel would necessarily include baptizing and teaching as key parts of the summary-
continuation closing to the gospel. 
  Finally and fifthly another powerful gospel promise caps the Great Continuation and  
closes the final summary-conclusion of Matthew’s gospel. It reads, “Remember that I am  
always with  you until the end of time." God’s people after the exodus from Egypt experienced  
God’s continued presence as a column of smoke by day and a column of fire by night77.  
Matthew and his fellow followers experienced Jesus’ continuing physical presence both by day  
and by night as they followed him for three years. Now in the summation of the gospel  
Matthew remembers this close relationship with Jesus the Son of God and the Father projected  
forward by the Spirit of God for, in and through all the followers of Jesus to the end of time. The 
early Church father Irenaeus speaks of it this way, “The Son and the Holy Spirit constitute the  
two hands through which the Father touches us, embraces us and always forms us after His  
image and likeness. Although Matthew does not explicitly articulate the continued presence of  
God the Holy Spirit78  he does implicitly cover that empowering promise of presence in the  
words, “Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” in his  
great summation and continuation. 
 

7. The Question: 
 

 What are the ordinary human means beyond and in addition to the 
divinely appointed “means of grace” that God uses in carrying out His 
purposeful sending for the MAKING AND MULTIPLYING OF DISCIPLES AND 
COMMUNITIES OF DISCIPLES? Are you one of those means? In What Ways and 
How can you be more effective? 
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